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ENERGY ECONOMICS 


JAMAICA 


VENEZUELAN ACTION MEANS HIGHER OIL BILL FOR JAMAICA 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 30 Sep 83 pp 1, 15 


[Text } 


Venezuela's increase of its heavy and extra Reavy 
crude ols bv an average ot USSI and US$1.25 per 
barrel, respectively, means that Jamaica will have to pay 
U'S$3': million more tor onl purchases, a source trom 
the Ministry of Mining and Energy said vesterday. 

A CANA-Reuter report on Wednesday said that 
the increases, scheduled to rake ettect October Lowere 
announced by Venezuela's Energy and Mines Miaierer, 
Jose Ignacio Moreno Leon. -- 

Heavy crudes are not subject to the Organrsation 
ot Petroleum Exporting Countnes (OPECr=psce 
guidelines and Venezuela has nor alrered prices Lot its 
medium and light ols which are tied to the 29 dollars 
per barrel OPEC benchmark, che report said. 

The source at the Ministry said that heavy crude 
oi! was one of the several crudes mixed to make 
Jamaica's petroleum requirements, adding that =the 
increase On an annual basis would be US$3'/2 mmtiyon 
based on information trom the retinery - 

Venezuelas increased price impact locally would 
depend on the schedule of crude “lifting” for the year, 
The new price would not hit Jamaica tf the Ont Refinery 
had made all its crude purchases tor the year; however, 


COS: 3298/074 


if purchases were to be made for the rest of the vear, it 
would cost the country some USSI million, 

The Ministry source could nor say if the additional 
cost for ot! purchase would be passed on to the 
consumer, noting that the Prime Minister had promised 
that there would be nu increases tor the rest of the 
vear 

Turning to the renewal of the Venezuela-Mexico 
Oil Facility whereby since 1980 a 30 per cent credit 
arrangement was put in place for Jamaica and other 
Caribbean and Latin American states, the source said 
that this credit had been lowered to 2) per cent. ~~ 

This means in eftect as ot ort chis vear Jamaica 
has heen toned to tind some. US$21 auilion more in 
torcign exchange to bus of. The counrry’s total onl bill 
6 USS250 million. of which US$200 anilion are used to 
purchase on} trom Venesucia and Mexico 

Following the retewal of what is known as the San 
lose Accord last August. both countries explained that 
thes acre comg through a spectalls ditticule economy 
situation as a result ot internal problems as well as trom 
consequences of an adverse cCONOMIE situation. 























COUNTRY SECTION 


INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


CARICOM FINANCE MINISTERS MEET, DISCUSS TRADE ISSUES 


Jacelon Remarks 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 21 Sep 33 p 7 


[Text | 


LOCAL industry has found 
itself facing dwindling sales 
in the Caricom region ac- 
cording to Senator Anthony 
Jacelon Minister in the 
Ministry of Finance and 
Planning. There has also 
been dwindling sales on the 


domestic market we tOiT 
rom 
' deterioration 


increased 
Caricom. 

Senator Jacelon explained 
this yesterday at the formal 


openin 


imports 


ing of Caricom Finance 
Ministers at Riverside 
Plaza. 


Mr Jacelon said in part: 


“Our deliberations today take 
place on the eve of the ing of 
the Conference of Finance Ministers 
of Commonwealth. As such our own 
conference has been overshadowed 
by this important event. Never- 
theless, | think it is important that 
we keep in clear focus the objectives 
which as a Caricom Group we hope 
to achieve. 


DETERIORATION 


solut he problem | [ 
ions to ¢ $ its 
members necessarily have to be 
tackled on @ global basis. 

“In respect of the Caricom Group 
our probiems are more familiar to us 
and we have in the recent past been 
attempting to address them. 


of the special meet- port 


“Focusing on the Caribbean, it 
will be recalled that at the informal 
meeting of Heads of Government 
and Ministers in Barbados in May 
and subsequently the July Heads of 


Government Meeting, the Minis 

ters noted that every Caricom 

country was 

and unsustainable 

— s, and the 
© position in par- 

andergone pd mel 


“The situation imposed the need 
for careful monitoring of imports as 
well as the active promotion of ex- 


s. 
“It would be noted that the 
Ministers reached agreement on 
the need to take all possible steps 
to maintain the free flow of Intra- 
— Trade and specifically 
iy 

(1 )when import licences were im- 

for Caricom these 


or goods, 
would be used only for monitoring 


(Il) that licences where miain- 
tained, would be granted within 
seven (7) days of application, — 

(INI) that there will be strict 
adherence to the area of origin 


criteria, and 
“(1V) that there will be full recip- 


licences to 


in May, 1983 have not been 

honoured. 

saan | ot perme By ane 
scrupulously attempt 

to e to the Agreement, but 


has found that the reciprocity it 


has been seeking has not always 
been forthcoming. 


NO HEED 


‘Moreover, while notice had been 
served as recently as the last Coun- 
cil of Ministers meeting that 
Trinidad would take firm action 
against any goods found to be in 
error of the Rules of Origin, these 
Warnings seem not to have been 
heeded 


‘‘We continue to see breaches of 
the Rules and attempis to ship 
goods of dubious origin into our 
markets as though they were 
products of a Caricom country. 

““Moreover, not content with at- 
tempting to pass off non-regional 
g as though they originated 


within the region, we have now been 
faced with t ique request that 
we pay for such goods in non-regional 
currencies. 


‘Trinidad and Tobago is being re- 

uested not only to take most of 

aricom’s production; it must also 
take non-Caricom production and 
moreover find non-regional currency 
to pay for it. 


COMBINED ASSAULT 


“The effect of this combined as- 
sault on the Trinidad and Tobago 
market by our Caricom colleagues is 
that local industry finds itself fac- 
ing dwindling sales in the Caricom 
region and dwindling sales on the 
domestic market owing to in- 
creased imports from Caricom. To 
this is added the phenomenon of the 
shifting of capital resources to the 
Caribbean countries where our 


industrialists are encouraged to set 


up plants in other Caricom coun- 
tries, the production of which 











poy would find ifs way 'o the 
rinidad and Tobago market 

The effect of all this is that we 
have seen 4 Catastrophic drop in 
Trinidad and Tobago's export earn 
ings in the region and a dramatic 
rise in the value of imports going 


into this) market from Caricom 
countries 

Our rising unemployment statis 
fics indicate the extent to which 


the Caricom pressure has been felc 
in these markets, as several indus 
tries which catered to the local 
Caricom markets have had '6 close 
their doors 


PRIME Minister 


Minister of St. Lucia to 


in sorte Af all the evidence, and 
the mounting pressure of local 
trade unums, Trinidad and Tobago 
has w far been reluctant to resort 
’% the umbrella of the Caricom 
Agreement, which has specific safe 


guard provisions for dealing with 
the tinds of problems we now face 
MOST CRITICAL 
We with to assure delegates 


that our restraint in gy Re 
these provisions has so far n 
motivated by the highest con- 
sideration for the probiems of our 
Caricom brethren, but the time 


Ad ams Add ress 


economic and financial 


tnay well be approaching when we 
may be unable to respond as effec- 
tively to our neighbours’ problems 


“If I have dwelt extensively on 
the issue of the Trade and Pay- 
ments problems of the region, it is 
only because we consider that these 
are by and large the most critica! 
issues facing the future of the inte- 
grated movement. 


‘hs far as we are concerned, the 
Government of Trinidad and Tobago 
stands committed to a Caribbean 
Community in which there is an 
equitable distribution of obligations 
and benefits.” 


wish to gang up on 


deal with the problems bureaucracies which Trinidad. 
Tom Adams said which then appeared were guided by those I believe that at an 
yesterday that threatening to bureaucracies into earlier meeting there 
the facts of the Carncom theoretical arguments was a somewhat dra- 
rules of origin of At that time, we con. for which tactical ad- matic exhibition when 
4g which enter ‘sidered that we had Ministrators among the Minister of Trade in 


aricom must be 
examined. 


Speaking at the open- 
ing of the Caricom Fi 
nance Ministers meet 
ing at Riverside Viaza, 
Mr Adams said he was 
sure that ‘we must es 
tablish ways and means 
of putting to an end ar: 
gauments about the 
rules of origin.” 

His comments were 
made after Trinidad 
and Tobago's Minister 
in the Mininistry of F1- 
nance and Pianning 
Senator Anthony Jace- 
lon had welcomed the 
delegates and drew at- 
renton to the situa- 
‘jon in Caricom relat. 
ing to trading ana 
Trinidad and Tobago's 
position Mr Adams 
stated 


PLEASURE 


Mr 
General, 
Ministers, Ministers 
and colleagues, ladies 
and gentiemen, if givet 
me very great pleasure 
to be in Port of Spain 
for the reconvening of 
this meeting which was 
first cailed in May in 
Bridgetown at the ini- 
tiative of the Prime 


Secretary 
yrime 


come 16 wiutions based 
om an understanding of 
the difficulties of some 
oA our members 
tions which we realised 


could not be firm, but 
could 
than a few months un- 
ti) 
more claarly revealed 
The situation now 
calls to be reviewed at 
this meeting on the eve 
of the Commonweaith : 
Finance Ministers Con- 
ference and, a% Senator 
Jaceion has said, 
wme extent 
comflerence is going to 
he overshadowed ny the 
larger conference due 
10 Open tomorruw 


meet, 
with global 
the current retro-work 
of 


But | venture *o sug- 
gest that nothing that 
can 
the Commonweaith Fi 
nance Ministers 


Soly- welcome 


last no longer 


Because, 
saying %0 


the situation was 


‘0 
Wr own 


~~ = 


of Caricom. 


GLOBAL 


sibly happen at 


meet Which 


‘6 deal 
issues ifi 


tend relabelling 


the internationa) 


whom include 
not have much time. 
For this reason, we 
the direct- 
ness, indeed the brutal- 
ity, with which Senator 
Jacelon has welcomed 
us here this morning. 


without 
$0 many 
ways he has made it 
plain that the future of 
Caricom as a4 trading 
entity 1s at stake. 

In bis remarks are a 
number of things which 
we must take senously 
4s Dearing upon our at- 
tachments to the rules 


myself do 


in 


In particular, I think 
that we must examine 
the facts as 
rules of origin of goods 
which enter the mar- 
ke*s of Caricom. We do 
not have the same com- 
plaints in Barbados ab- 
mst reiadelling of goods 
come 


is not aj 
habit confined to those 
persons in Caricom who! 


Barbados was es 
shirt jac suits whic 
had been bought in 
Trinidad of which trous- 
ers said Made in 
Trinidad and the jacket 
said ‘‘Jacs by Simpsons 
of London.”’ 

I am sure that all of 
us would agree that we 


Must estabisih ways 


and means of putting 
an end to arguments 
about the rules of ori- 
gin. But the question 
goes wider than that. 
We nave all long had 
to live with balance of 
payments difficulties 
with the problems of 
being importing 
economies and al] that 
means for the necessity 
of generating exports. 
rinidad, after many 
years, ten years or 
more, of being 
cushioned by buoyant 
trade in exports has 
now come to under- 


to the 


rom 


ing canbe of much im- Trinidad because ' 
portance to the coun- Irinidads exports to a aaa ond 
‘ries of the Canbbean Warbacos are not as imports tend to rise to 
as this meeting which Considerable as they balance the volume of 
we are holding here Once were exports in ail but a 
tidsay Nonetheiess, Senator handful of the 

The Commonwealth Jacelon will be as aware, petroleum exporters of 
Finance Ministers as the rest of us that’ the world. 


imnidad and Tobago 
is therefore beginning 
to experience problems 











that the financial man- 
agement of the .est of 
Caricom has to deal 
with on a daily basis | 
understand thc alarm 
and the worry as 
Trinidad and Tobago is 
faced with these condi- 
tions 

But I would caution 
avainst too hasty an 
approach to the solu- 
tions for these prob- 
lerns. Trinidad To 
bago, | am sure, im- 
ports far more from 
outside Caricom that 
it imports from within 
Caricom. 


BALANCE 


Caricom and unfair 
trading practices can- 
not possibly explain 
more than a tiny per- 
centage of Trinidad’s 
adverse balance of pay- 


physical trade other 
than petroleum. 
But I may take an 
example, ten years ago 
in if Was im- 
et office 
than 


ible to 
urniture other 
from Tri 
woncer if you could tind 
any office furniture be- 
ing sold in Barbados 


o-_——— 


that is being sold in 
Trinidad where we have 
become substantia! 
suppliers of furniture 
0 the Trinidad 


rules of origin, which is 
a protective policy, or 
anything else. This has 
to do with a shift in 
efficiency, in furniture 
manufacturing, from 
: to a shift in 
efficiency, in furniture 


I therefore would 
counsel the Govern- 
ment of Trinidad and 
Tobago to examune its 
own efficiencies before 
it blames movements 
in the balance of trade 
on Cz2ricom and the be- 
haviour of Caricom 
manufacturers 

Garments, perhaps, 
constitute the most 





if imported from Bar- 
nados 
On no occasion, the 
then representative of 
ever sat down 
at a Caricom meeting 
and suggested that the 
balance of trade be 


| tween Barbados and its 


difficult area I wonder : 


im- 
of 


if third count 
ports into Trini 


garments don't by far | 


exceed the imports 
from Caricom coun- 
tries. 

ihese are ali matters 
to look at. For many 
years, Mr. Secretary 
General, Trinidad en- 
joyed a favourable bal- 
ance of trade with Bar- 
bados. It exported 
much more to Bar- 
bados, apart from pe 


i 


' 


other neighbours should 
be zero. that we should 
import ‘4 what 
wee rom any gi- 
ven Caribbean neigh- 
Dour. 

I would res ully 
sugyest that solu- 
tion will only lead us 
down the road to the 
alternate destruction 
of Caricom because 
such a solution cannot 
. rie gore pe anal im- 
posing $ or 
other on a oe not 
contemplated within 


the Caricom agree- 
ment, which would de- 








pients conditions on 
[22 Sep 83 p 13} 
(Text } 


I SAY these things advis- 
ably and not with any spirit 
of contention because I am 
suggesting that they seek to 
draw back before we put our 
feet over the brink. 


The Senator who welcomed 
us said that Trinidad and To- 
bago has not resorted to the 
provisions of the Caricom 
agreement which relate to 
the protection of the par- 
ticular industry or the pro- 
tection of the countries’ bal- 
ances of payments. 


I would point out that certainly in 
the case of Barbados this has been 
true for years and years We have 
never sought, even when we were in 
our most difficult balance of pay- 
ments position in 1976 and again in 
1981 to impose restrictions on im- 
ports of any class from Trinidad or 
anywhere eise in Caricom. 


We would regret if the wealthiest 
of Caricom territories were, in the 
interest of a small industry whose 
activities could only be marginai to 
those of the Trinidad economy as a 
whole, were to seek to impose phys 
_-- pes corer on Pe open trade 
ww perhaps could only marginally 
be justifiable. a 


manufacturing, from 
Trinidad to Barbados. 


I would aiso wish to say this that, 
there is some for a common 
ective policy within Caricom. 
t may be that there is a need to 
establish not only a common ex- 
change tariff but a common provi- 
sion for quota restrictions and 
other physical restrictions on third 
party trade. 

This has to be established ai a 
nieeting at which ‘( is a part of the 
agenda and which it couic be sought 
out properly, and which there could 
be a consensus on such common pr>- 
tection. It cannot be estabiished 
adhoc and for the needs of one of the 
Caricom countries. 

It would have to extend over a 


much wider e, for example gar- 
ments. It would have to ext to 
agricultural . It wouid not 


be nossible for us in Barbados to 
carry an argument that our nega- 
tive list for garments is nadequaie 
compared to the negative list in 
other countries. 

Our agricultural prodrcers had 
only * one ‘2 wd in Caricom 
exports and t is exporters of 
Miami. There will have to be a gen- 
eral approach to such a protective 
policy. 

Barbados, of course. Mr. Secre- 
tary General, has most to lose from 
a breakdown of Caricom trade. 

It cannot now be z matter which 
we in the Government of Barbados 
can conceal to our exporters who 


4 


troleum products, than | 


stroy the spirit of 
Cancom. 


have become the most efficient in 
Caricom. For a long time, we 
hesitated to say this less it be an 


offence, but the figures are there to 
show under a balance with the 
Caricom Multilateral Clearing 
Facility of $65 mullion (US) as 
further evidence of this. 

We re ise that if Caricom was 
to break and we were to tel! 
Trinidad to keep its market where 
Trinidad can expect not to have any 
access to the Barbados market, lim- 
ited where it is, that we would have 
the greatest adjustment to make. 

We understand that but we would 
warn that there is-a point beyond 
which you cannot expect to shape a 
regional association such as ours in 
your own advantage ard to the dis- 
advantage of others Caricom was 
set up to offer free trade to the 
region 

if po ey barriers 
and other barnere [0 


wv that trace 
that trade 
was to be,impe.cd by the country 
with tre largest market, every 
member had to think itself free to 
make what arrangements it could 
to protect its own interest for the 
future. ® 

In Barbados, we are seeking ‘to 
diversify our export targets and to 
some extent it “~ ore some relief 
to Trinidad and ago ‘We have 
heard so many threats in the last 
year or two that we understand 
that it would be unwise for us to 














helieve that other countries within 
Caricom would long be able to toler 
ate the dominance of Barbados ex 
porters 

l very much hope that your manu 


facturers and exporters have under 
std what | have been telling them 
privately for a very long time in this 
regard The diversification to third 
country export markets will un 
doubtedliy give some views to 
Trinidad 

| expect for example, in garments 
we canmA hoid off the chailenge of 
St Lucia and Antigua in our own 
market, and our garment manufac- 
turers have been dissuaded by all 
the means at our disposal from seek 
ing to supply the Trinidad market in 
any narrow and selfish way 


| expect we will go out of low cost 
garments before many more years 
pass | am hopeful Mr Secretar 
(jeneral that if is these deve 
opments which will offer a solution, 
an amicable solution to the problem 
which Trinidad and Tobago sees as 
Ld hbo its economy from 
Caricom and particularly from Bar 
bados 

| very much hope that we will be 
able to speak as frankly at this 
meeting as the officials seem to 


have been able to speak at the pre 
liminary meetings under the chair 
manship of the Governor of the Cen. 
tral bank of Barbados, over the last 
three days 

The time has undoubtedly come 
for frank talk and | am very glad to 


Manufacturers’ Complaints 


he presiding over a meeting that 
will nave none of the cotton wool 
theories of other international fi 
nancial meetings that will be deal. 
ing with se matters that 
affect us a) 

| believe that we have the capac 
ity to rise above our problems and 
our immediate pressures and | am 
gure that we have the goodwill to 
want to rise above those pressures 
What is needed now is the exercise 
of political will by all of us will be 
political directive of our countries 
to maintain Caricom as the trading 
organisation that has given 4% an 
immense lift in the last ten years 
and continue so to doonce we re. 
spect it for what it is, a regional 
free trade area Thank you Mr Sec- 
retary General 
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THE TRINIDAD and Tobago Manufacturers Association 





yesterday described as totally inaccurate’ a statement 
made by Mr Tom Adams, Prime Minister of Barbados, with 
regard to relabelling of garments and breaches of Cancom 
rules of onin 

At the Cancom Ministers of Finance meeting on Tuesday, 


will be aware as the rest of us that relabelling is not a habit 
confined to those perwms in Cancom who wish to gang up on 
Trinidad, 4% evidenced by 4 «hirt jac suit suit which had been 
bought in Trinidad of which the trousers said ‘Made in 
Trirudad and Tobago | and the jacket said  Jacs by Simpwms 


Mr Adarns. in his opening address. said ‘Senator Jacelon 


In 4 release issued yesterday. ‘he 
TMA said the facts of the situation 
are these 

The product, a Shirt Jac Suit, is 
totally manufactured tn Trinidad 
and tobago under licence to Simp 
sons of London It is necessary to 
carry two (2) labels on such 

roducts, the ‘Made in Trinidad & 
TF obeeo label and the brand name of 
the licensor 

‘In this instance the Prime Minis 
ter claimed that the label on the 
trousers indicated ‘Made in 
Trinidad & Tobago and the label on 
the jacket. Jacs by Simpsons of 
London A Shirt Jac Suit is a single 
product ' 

‘The TTMA, on behalf of the 
owner of the factory, has issued an 
invitation, through Minister Errol 
Mahabir, to Prime Minister Adams 
to visit the factory of Spartan In- 
dustries Ltd, the manufacturer of 
the garment, in order to demon- 
strate that the product is totally 
manufactured in Trinidad and To 
hago 


of London © 
“Further, it is a practice context enumerates impediments 
for all manufacturers of products to intraregional trade as follows 


under licensing arrangements, in- 
cluding manufacturers in Barbados 
to carry on the product, 4 labe 
indicating the brand name of the 
licensor, a4 well as a jabel indicating 
the country of manufacture 

‘The Trindad and Tobago manu- 
facturer complies with both these 
requirements The T TMA. hopes 


that the Minister of Trade in Bar- 
bados would, in future, give more 
accurate advice to his Prime 
Minister 

Prime Minister Adams also coun. 
gelled the Government of Trinidad 
and Tobago to examine its own 
efficiencies before it blames 
movements in the balance of trade 
on Canicom and the behaviour of 
Caricom manufacturers 

“The T T.M.A. is of the view, that 
questions of the competitiveness of 
industry in Trinidad and Tobago can 
only be assessed where access to 
markets are available and in this 


Issue with Jamaica 


( 1) licences being used as a form 
of non-tariff barrier, 

‘“( ih) environmental protection, 
(iit) payments difficulties, 
‘'( 1¥) Consumption taxes, 
“( ¥v) aid programmes 
sources of supply 


tied to 


“The TT MA. is further support- 
ed by other economic organisations 
including the Chamber of Industry 
and Commerce, Businessmen’'s 
Association, Employers 
Consultative Association, South 
(hamber of Commerce, and others, 
that the prevailing protectionist 
measures within Caricom is serious- 
ly affecting employment in Trinidad 
and Tobago 

“The TIMA. wil be issuing a 
further release on the trading 
sifuation with Caricom on a 
country by country basis, listing 
the various non-tariff barners to 
Trinidad exports " 
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[Article by John Babb] 


ext] Late last night, a decision on fixing a special Caricom rate of 


exchange for intra-regional trading appeared imminent as tales continued 
between Jamaica and Trinidad and Tobago at the Hilton. 











But there was still one major hurdle to overcome--the Trinidad and Tobago 
query of how imports of materfals for goods which are exported to Caricom, 
are to be paid, 


The talks were taking place just six weeks from the expiration of the six- 
month interim Bridgetown Agreement. It expires November 4, 





Trinidad and Tobago's team was led by chief trouble-shooter and negotiator, 
Labour Minister Errol] Mahabir, and the Jamaican team, by Mr. Douglas Baz, 
Minister of Industry and Commerce. 


The meeting between the two principal parties--Trinidad and Tobago, and 
Jamaica--followed the adjournment of the Caricom Finance Ministers Con- 
ference, sine die--to permit the two parties to continue discussions on the 
fundamental issues. 


Discussions on the issues between officials on Wednesday night, and again 
yesterday between Trinidad and Tobago and Jamaica, even after the officials 
were again brought into the picture, failed to resolve the situation. 


Contacted yesterday, Mr. Mahabir hinted on two points of agreement. 
Firm Stand 


Firstly, that a study be commissioned to examine the facts on import 
licensing and non-tariff barriers on Caricom trade, and for the report to 
vo before the Council of Ministers. 


Secondly, that a technical task force be assigned immediately to formulate 
for early consideration by the Council, a programme for increasing intra- 
regional trade in specific products currently imported from third countries, 
but subject to quality and price. And to recommend suitable mechanisms to 
implement the programme, 


But on the thorny issue of the Caricom rate of exchange, Mr. Mahabir 
recalled that Jamaica had originally proposed that the special Caricom 
rate agreed on in Barbados earlier this year~-(Jam) $2.25 to one US 
dollar--be abolished, and that the current parallel market rate of (Jam) 
$2.96 to one US dollar--be applied to all Jamaica's Caricom transactions. 


Trinidad and Tobago, he said, took a firm stand by 6 sting it was not 
prepared to accept the Jamaican proposal to abolish the Caricom rate. 


"In fact," he added, "we argued that the rate should be retained, and, if 
necessary, adjusted taking into account import inputs, as well] as indirect 
and local costs." 


Mr. Mahabir said Trinidad and Tobago was willing to work as hard as it 
could to find a solution, 














"At the same time however," he added, "now that we have much more compre- 
hensive data than we had in Bridgetown, we need to take several factors 
into consideration, 


"This must be done in order to ensure that not only the Jamaican con- 

cern is protected, but that we do not in the process, create more problems 
for our own manufacturers in our already difficult employment situation,” 
he declared, 


He said there were still some fundamental! issues to be resolved Iike 
duration of the agreement and the conditions under which it will be reviewed 
before expiration of the agreed period, 


He reminded that the Bridgetown Agreement was only an interim one for siz 
months, 


Another was the question of import content and indirect costs because thgy 
were vital to the calculation of the Caricom rate of exchange. 


Under the provisions of the Bridgetown Agreement, 1t was pointed out, the 
Jamaican manufacturer had received more than the full benefits of the 
advantage afforded him in that there was a reduction in value of the 
Jamaican dollar since then. 


Minister of Industry and Commerce, Mr. Desmond Cartey, emphasised that 
even though Trinidad and Tobago retained its import licensing regime, 
licences were not unduly delayed, In fact 92 per cent of licences applied 
for were issued by his ministry. 


Where licences were not granted it was because he had asked for further 
information, especially where there was doubt as to the “area of origin.” 
In addition, he himself had been in personal contact with his counter- 
parts in the various countries, 


Prior to the resumption of talks, Mr. Mahabir said that even though 
Trinidad and Tobago's total Caricom trade was a small percentage of its 
national trade, it remained very concerned over the implications of duty- 
free imports into the country, which were in fact imports from third coun- 
tries coming to Trinidad and Tobago “in disguise,” and placing local manu- 
facturers in a position of having to retrench workers. 


Problems of LDC Manufacturers 
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[Article by Ernie Seon] 


[Text] CASTRIES, St. Lucia, says the manufacturing sector mynity (CARICOM) are 
Wednesday, (CANA) — The in the Eastern Caribbean is in removed. 

esident of the St. Lucia danger of collapse unless all Bleéman was speaking to 

anufacturers Association harriers to free trade within the reporters here on his return 

(SLMA), Primrose Bledman, i3mation Caribbean Com- from Barbados where he at 


tended a weekend meeting of 














CSO: 


regional private sec lor 
pepoeneenenves. © The meeting, 


convened by Caribbean 
Association of yo and 
Commerce (CAIC), also called 
for the removal of all barriers to 
free intra-regional trade. 

The SLMA president accused 
Trinidad and "Tobago @ of tr ie 
to protect ite m 
in the case of technica ro 
for local manufacturers by the 
continued enforcement of its 
im licensing system 

an said several St 
Lucians and Eastern Caribbean 
manufacturers were on the 
verge of closing their ations 
because of the contraction of the 
CARICOM markel for their 


Problems in intra-Caricom 
trade surfaced in January with 
the introduction by Jamaica of 
a two-tier currency exchan 
rate which made regional 
cost more in Ki oo — 


those = locally 5 
retaliation, idee ol 
CARICOM'’s most lucrative 


market, placed al) CARICOM 
= ts under licence. 
en in Barbados in 


May ol So government 
ior offictals, 
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Jamaica agreed to a ial 
ae rate for CAKICOM 
The meeting also 
agreed that Trinidad and 
obago could maintain its 
import licensing regime for 
monitoring purposes. 

But man paki the 
retention of the system has 
slowed trade between the 
Kastern Caribbean and Port-of 
Spain 

“In fact, in certain 
manufac oda activities, + 
is « Clear determination 
‘Trinidad that it is protecting the 
market for local manufac 
turers,‘ he said, pinpointing the 
importation of technical goods 


such as television sets and 
 - as examples 
is significant that the 

products meeting mont 
yenislonse rAd radios, 
televisions, ran ther 
fel oA yada “— r 
household iances,”’ 
SLMA head } d 


The authorities in Port-Of- 
ain have accused some 
astern Caribbean rae 
rt th af ey 
CARICOM rules ori 
relabelliing extra-region. Pant 
as CARICOM-made and then 





exporting them to Trinidad and 
Tobago 

‘True enough, there have 
been cases of breaches of the 
CAMICOM rules but these are 


ton few to justify reliance on 
ar by Trinidad,”’ Bledman 
rT 

Mr Bledman said unless a 
lasting solution to the regional 
trade problems was found at 
this week's CARICOM finance 
ministers meeting in Trinidad 
and Tobago, an undisclosed 
number of industries in the 
Kastern Caribbean,  par- 
licularly here and in ‘Antigua, 
would collause. 


“SH. Lucia alone in 1982 im- 
ported EC $34 863 000 (one H.C. 
— equals 37 cents U.S) and 

shpertes EC $11 000 000 to 

dad, and in the first 
quarter o 1963 the stood 
as against EC 

929 (00 000 he said. — 


He added: ‘‘Lar ntities 

of buscuits, cereal, groundnut 

and peanuts, 

= other food and 
dd to St. Lucia 


Tr nidad, and it is 

oe Trinidad authori will 
Pt whole pcture wher 

considering the problem.’ 











COUNTRY SECTION 


CALL 


INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


FOR CARICOM TASK FORCE STUDY OF FOOD INDUSTRY 
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[Text ] 


CS0: 


CARIBBEAN community 
(CARICOM) food manufacturers 
have called for the establishment 
of a regional agro-food industry 
task force to look into a number of 
problems facing the industry. 


Their call was made at the end of a 
five-day conference held in Jamaica 
iy he Cerna Span 

ry in ar N sponsor 
the Barbados-based Caribbean 
Association of Industry and Commerce 
(CAIC) and the Jamaica Manufac. 
turers Association (JMA). ‘ 

The CAIC said th task force should 
have a ite terms of reference ‘‘the 
decision of the heads of government 
conference in July 1963 regar the 
sourcing of regional food supplies in the 
priority order of national, regional and 
extra-regional."’ 

The resolution states that the 
regional task force would prepare 
Somemen puptastive getter tev prisnary 
common pr ve v mar 
agricultural products and ihvestock 
(which was agreed to by the heads of 
government conference in July) for 

esentation to the CARICOM 

etariat. 

The task force would also recom- 
= —— a for 
monitoring of problem areas impinging 
on this sub-sector inc the 
ing — rules of , to 
free trade, bias towards foreign im- 
porte, har tion of pop A 
the region, pac , cost and ' 
local availability and supply of raw 
materials, marketing, r tion and 
use of local and regional technical 


3298/076 


experts, finance for and incentives to 


bhean Association 
Commerce (CAIC) and will comprise 
representatives from the seven- 
member Or, 


would cover areas as 
and dist , nutrition, packaging 
and finance 


force within three weeks of the end of 
the conference 
The task force is required to report 


to member governments through the 
CAIC try December 15. 

Another resolution at the 
conference called on CARICOM 
med governmenis to a +" 
icensing s dealing 
the CARICOM region, 

The r noted that ‘the mini 
summit of CARICOM of 
Government in May that 


would be granted within seven days .“’ 








COUNTRY SECTION 


INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


JAMAICAN TRADE MISSION EXEMPLIFIES TIES WITH BARBADOS 


Arrival of |3=-Member Group 
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[Text | 


Both Barbados and Jamaica 
have reported favourable 
trading relations following the 

ion of the trade impasse 
early this year, 

A 13-member delegation 
from the Jamaica Exporters 
Association, arrived here 
yesterday on a three-da 
goodwill mission during whic 
they will give a showing of 


garments, furniture, 
cosmetics and confectionery to 
loca) buyers. 


The mission is led by Miss 
Pauline Mone, third vice president 
of the JEA 


Shortly alter her arrival at the y 


Grantley Adame International 
Airport. Mies Mone told reporters 


that the private sector in Jamaica ‘erms of inability to obtain licences 
and have always been to to Jamaica”, he 
able to find common ground ‘when “1 are iseued’’, Mr 
we meet.”’ - oe ‘ 

“One of the that has been Mr. Henry 8, President of 
most the fact that Barbados Manulscturers 
we seem to be able to find solutions 880Clation, echoed the 


agreements faster that many other tr 
Caribbean countries’, she said 


Mr. Geollrey Mensado 
President of the JEA, said that 
automatic licences were pas 
in Jamaica following the r 
in Barbados at « mini heads of was forme 
Government summit of the trade ‘a litte bit later 

oblems that had threatened the like” 


ue spirit of Caricom early this cry producta te buyers between 
mM, 


ear, their 
‘hi lat as we are concerned we 4 and p. 
have got got many coroplaints in today and tomorrow 


impression that there were still 
problems. 


Favorable Results 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 22 Sep 83 p } 


(Text | 


A goodwill mission 
from the Jamaica 
Vn yg Association 
{ } 


exhibition site at the 
Welcome 


ee 
urniture 
ief 


orushes, 
stationery, 
ladies hand 


that trade between the 
(wo countries was aimost 
‘back to normal.” 


Inn Hotel 








She said the only 
problem the Barbadian 


bout late payments 
a was oe] 
Pauline from Jamaica, 
the “I think they a 
preciate that we are 


Me. 


two-day 


mission, 
exhibition included paint 


Stone, mission was an indication 


10 














facing some foreign imission to Dutch end resolving of the socalled of Government summit 
exchange problems and French-speaking Cari ‘‘Caricom trade war.” here in May 

we are trying to get that bhean islands The trade im was 

sorted out, she said, However, the sparked by Jamaica's 

adding that ‘manufac organisation decided to introduction of a two The JEA mission left 





turers in this region make « reciprocal tiered rate of on ome for Martin 
understand our problems mmission here, r ng imports and hei where they wil 
and give us leeway © to that made to ao Trinidad’s imposition 0M to eee 

4 licens Other countries in- 


ear ® year by ay 
ehanily ta , ee oon Be farbedos Mant ne A a "The roblems were luded in their itinerary 
, Association following the resolved at a mini heads 4re Curacao and Arube. 


CGO; \/94/07/6 
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CARICOM PRIVATE SECTOR LEADERS SEEK END TO TRADE BARRIERS 
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[Text] Private sector delegations which attended a week-end meeting in 
Barbados have called for the removal of barriers and restrictive measures 
which stood in the way of free trade in the Caribbean. 


But one of the delegations, that from Trinidad and Tobago, expressed some 
reservations on how this should be done and did not sign that general recom 
mendations agreed to by the other representatives. 


The meeting was held at the initiative of the Caribbean Association of 
Industry and Commerce (CAIC) at its Secretariat, Wildey, St. Michael. 


The delegations from Barbados, Jamaica, Dominica, Grenada, St. Lucia, 
and Antigua and Barbuda agreed that there be: 


--removal of all licensing systems for intra-regional goods, coupled with 
prompt payments; 


--revitalisation of the Caricom Multilateral Clearing Facility (CMCF) so 
as to facilitate the expansion of intra-regional trade; 


-~the institution of a regional negative list and ceiling prices arrived 
at in full consultation with the private sector; and 


--the appointment of a Surveillance Committee as recommended by the regional 
manufacturers’ meeting of May 13 and 14 to enforce the Rules of Origin 
criteria, 


But Trinidad and Tobago, although going along with its colleagues in 
insisting that barriers and restrictive measures be removed, expressed 
some reservations. 


In a separate statement the Trinidad and Tobago delegation said that all 


barriers to trade in the region should be identified and its members were 
prepared to submit a list of these barriers as seen from their perspective. 


12 








They suggested that the other private sector delegations prepare their 
own respective lists for submission to CAIC, regional private sector 
organisation. 


The purpose of the meeting was to review the current problems which are 
still seriously impeding the smooth flow of intra-Caribbean trade. 


The whole range of existing non-tariff barriers, failure to reactivate 
the CMCF, and the operation and impending review of the Jamaican special 
Caricom rate for intra-regional trade transactions were discussed at a 
mini-summit of Caricom Heads held in Barbados earlier this year. 


A CAIC statement said there was a full and frank exchange of views last 


weekend on the issues, and that the meeting reiterated the commitment of 
the regional private sector to free trade in Caricom. 
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SLCTION 


INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


COMMONWEALTIT OFFICIAL HWAILS FINANCE MINISTERS MEETING 
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[Article by Norris Solomon] 


[Text] 


COMMONWEALTH _ Secretary 
‘Shridath Ramphal, has stated that areas of dif- 


General, Mr. 


ferences at the just concluded Commonwealth Fi- 
nance Ministers’ conference were much smaller than 
might have been anticipated. He was extremely 
pleased with the outcome of the two-day conference. 


He explained that Prime Minister 


George Chambers, who was 


mandated io forward the details of the discussions to the 


Commonweal 


Heads of Government 
India, in November, would have an ‘‘on 


meeting in New Dethi 
” in terms of 


trying to evolve a consensus for and at New Delhi. 


Mr Kamphal, speaking at the 
Trinidad Hilton, on Satur eve- 
ning. shortly before he left 

nited States for meetings of the 
World Bank and the IMF, said he 
believed that in New Delhi the Com- 
monwealth political leadershi 
would be in a position to take signifi- 
cant decisions. 

‘I am extremely with ss 
Finance Ministers’ meeting, 
Port of Spain will be remembered ms 
one of milestones on the way 
towards a new Bretton Woods.” 

His comments were on the sepurt 
towards a New Bretton Woods, pre- 
pared by a high-power Common: 
wealth study growp on 
financial and trading system. 

Mr. Kamphal said there were 
some differences at the conference, 


but the perception that something 
needed to be was a veneree 
one. 


MORE OF EMPHASIS 


He explained that the poy of 
disagreement that 


- 


lighted were, ba the moet Pa 
real poiy oo ae 


y that the ay EF 


mantic the institutions, bet, ~ 1 
fact nobody was ‘that 
they dismantle lo Haat 4 


Another m 
alight osaee hat het On should 
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ree on was Pe! immediate 


cat that could sound that — be done, 


hep out, iden- 
rifled dings for lor immediate, short- 
and long-term action. 


even real, but are more matters of 
emphasis, matters of style, some- 
times matters of tactics.” He ex- 
plained that was why he felt that 
when they got to New Delhi, and 
there was more time for reflections 
and consultations, aes the 
role assigned to Mr. Chambers, 
which he sew as not a static report 
role, Phat’ the oelivieal los he be- 
lieved that the politica! 
would be in a position to take si 
cant decisions. 

on, Ramphal said he felt that it 

as ame a step that the Common- 

wealt agg ye Tans took in 


in relation to the _— 
velopment 
He would 


IDA did not crash, and for the 
seventh replenishment to get 
underway. 
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Mr. Ramphal said: ‘‘ You are talk- 
ng, soon le now, real pumas 
ering. | was with 


Foreign Ministers 
“t will with the politi- 
cal ministers, m 
will be ing with the Finance 
Ministers hh W ,”” he said 
Mr. Ramphal they 


“But it is really now becoming 
_ clear, and ie wae manifest at 
meeting people spoke 


Mr. Ramphal said the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund (IMF) 
sensitiv 
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SEACA URGES CARIBBEAN MASTER PL/s FOR AGRICULTURE 
Kingston THE DAILY CLEANER in English 13 Sep 83 pp 1, 2 


{Text } 





j VINtf 
Se a 


fopirevtre 


MINISTER the Re Hon Edward 
csterday moming challenged the Canbbean 

onterene on the food processing indus- 
(ry. if tts opening sesson at the New Kingston 
Holt come up with a master plan of action to 
ygnicultural production to a wider scale 
tee on save forcuyn one bangs 


cot tte key sient adress af tthe five day comfer 


qr Tie bry the Canbhean Aswnsation of Induss- 
tr ( cnsstsmverce (4 A }¢ nt coll gtocne iin) with the 
} ite + \Dartestactucers A cm biteon j S1 4 P “fr Scag 
bead fancrmnents Agra 2) programme as an 
conmogh of sechio phlin, disclosing that planning for the 
preempt ite WHY Of the terval of iges ay? conuplenion, thie rm 
Ach HEF DEDEDE HEEED, COMIC TEE fe MT cosepontte, he sun 
\ opeccl cupsev was aho hemg done of the 
qeperrites rpifer rtrebegetry grente sete 4, Voie h ve ovsotal foorane the 


’ pel ons of Sev clerprrnse 1 ae theoat scctaer to 


ete t hye 


Varo 2) progsammne, Sis Scag sas 


Notas force to cares forms and devclopmen- 


fi (* t thy red Ot fevened SPF ede Co OSET IG and WfTo- 


( Lassede 


Th rb Ete Set tng ! the ccvtshere thc. “he 


( bork STE TEL AED ert Clee Cebeoreberig, & Se-S4ieot nnd chamman 
atthe PSE Ns hood Group, anounced as he gave the 
hyoc b mb tothe «onterence 
if og j e{ bevesccs €.atcltfe alco 

fel rt ett opr ct the task force 96 cone ont chee 
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ihese were, he sand, (1) the tendency of agricultu- 
calsts to think primarily im terms of the domestic 
parket: (2) the lack of technology; (3) and deficieny in 
the arca of packaging. 

KEGARDING THE TENDENCY of agricultural. 
«ts to think primarily in terms of the domestic market, 
Mtr Seaga asked where were the new products such as 
fish and shramp production and exports of tropical 
truits he mangoes. He also wanted to know what was 
happening in the field of horticulture. 

Qn the question of technology, Mr. Scaga said 
there was a tendency here to merease the scale of 
production without increasing the productivity which 
could not lead to compettive prices in the mrernational 
matket He quesnoned why improvements mn technolo- 
vs vhuh bad been tied and proven were not being 
utilised 

burning to packaging, Mr. Seaga said, there was a 
gion deal to be learnt. Packaging had to be learnt from 
what the consumer needed and not what it was thought 
that the consumer needed) He reterred to local efforts 
bemg made to improve packaging. 


It was at this puncture that Mr. Seaga called the 
roguon s attention for the need for a master plan. 

“Problems and opportunines within the food proc- 
osu ondusts the topse of the confer we s hich 
carnes the theme: “hood tor sunmal im the 80's and 


bevond.” was welcomed by Mr. Seaga as bemg crntical 


04 teitedy 
The topic, be sand, hated the awakening of com 
moe to that face that “we can't lve by imports alone.” 
Ir also marked the awakening of industry to the 
bar thar “we can't Iwe by exports, the bulk of the raw 
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COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFTAIRS 


DOMINICAN ORGAN QUESTIONS UNION VIABILITY IN GRENADA 
Roseau THE NEW CHRONICLE in English 23 Sep 83 p 1 


[Text] Following reports that the People's Revolutionary Government of 
Grenada was engaged in a retrenchment programme in its Public Service a 
NEW CHRONICLE Reporter telephoned Grenada's Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Finance Bernard Coard. 


Mr. Coard, who prefers being addressed as Comrade Coard, said that "42 
daily paid workers were being laid off since their work was non-productive 
work." 


Comrade Coard then claimed that while this was happening, new jobs were 
being created. For example, the Grenada Beach Hotel--the Old Holiday Inn 
which had been burnt down in 198l--has now been re-opened under Government 
ownership. 


He also referred to other new projects which were to employ a number of 
people. 


Responding to the claim that the lay-offs in the Public Service were part 

of the conditions agreed to between the People’s Revolutionary Government 

and the I.M.F., Comrade Coard insisted that that was not so and emphasized 
that the EC$40 million I.M.F. loan was not to support recurrent expenditure 
since Grenada actually enjoyed $5 million surplus last year. "The loan is 
to be used for investment projects and to improve the liquidity situation,” 
said Coard. 


Mr. Coard was very amiable and at the end of the conversation invited the 
reporter to visit Grenada and requested that he be looked up. 


However, NEW CHRONICLE then contacted the Grenada Public Workers Union to 
get their side of the story regarding the lay-offs. 


When a request was made to speak to the General Secretary of the Union a 
reply came that he was not in office and the lady who answered (presum- 
ably the secretary) said she couldnot help but gave a telephone number 
at which further information could be obtained. 
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Surprisingly and amusingly enough, the number given was the same one which 
was used to contact Comrade Coard at his office, 


ft was as if the unton had lost its voice, 
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COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


TRINIDAD LOAN TO JAMAICA--Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, Friday, (CANA)-- 
Trinidad and Tobago has agreed to lend Jamaica TT$6.2 million to help 

meet Kingston's contribution to payments arrears due to senior administra- 
tion staff at the University of the West Indies Campus here. The agreement 
was signed here by Frank Barsotti, Trinidad and Tobago's Permanent Secre- 
tary in the Ministry of Finance, and Ellen Bogle, Jamaica's High Conrmis- 
sioner here. A Ministry of Information statement said the loan agreement 
also states that the loan and accrued interest shall be repaid fully by 
the Jamaican Government on or before October 31, 1984. The Ministry 

said the signing of the agreement was in keeping with proposals accepted 
by Caribbean Community (CARICOM) leaders at their fourth summit here last 
July. The UWI is financed jointly by regional Governments. [Text] 
[Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 24 Sep 83 p 1] 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


ANTIGUA AND BARLBUDA 


ATLU HOLDS 44th ANNUAL CONFERENCE, REJECTS TUC MEMBERSHIP 


St Johns THE WORKERS VOICE in English 1 Oct 83 p 1 


[Text] 


Keport on Proceedings 


Uver 40 delegal«s at- 
tended the 44th Annual 
Conference of the ATLU 


tivities of the Union for 
the past year, 
The balloting for new 


taken by the outgving Exe 
Cutive indicating the Unions 
willingness to be a mem- 


held at Emancipation officers was conducted on & proposal Trade 
House on 25th and 26th the second day and Seman in Antigua, ‘The 
September 1983, The the following positions General Secrotary pleaded 


Opening Session was at- 
tended by the Hon. Prime 
Minister Comrade V,C, 

Bird who delivered the : 


were filled - President 
Comrade William Robinson, 
lst Vice President Com- 
rade B,T, Carrott, 2nd 


with the delegates to rati- 
fy the Executives decision 
but @ Counter attack was 
lead by employers Jerry 


feature § address, Mr. vice President Comrade Aska and Challenger and 
Colin tampson wasthe = Lowdye and 3rd Vice Supported by fetid and 
guest speaker and de- president Comrade Rufus pensionable Comrades 


livered a very informa- 
tive talk to the delegates 
presen, Another impor- 
tant dignitary was the 
Labour Commission, Mr, 
Ralph Prince, The Presi- 
dent Comrade William 
Robinson wh» was unop- 
posed declared the Con- 
ference open after inform- 
ing the delegates of acti- 


Lewis Treasurer Com- 
rade Jerry Aska, General 
Secretary Comrade Robin 
Bascus, The Trustees are 
Comrades N, Payne, E, 
Wynter and C, Bailey 
Eleven other members 
were elected to complete 
the Executive, 

The Conference was 
asked to ratify 4 decision 


kh was eventually de- 
cided that the A,T.L,U, 
should isform the Secre- 
tary of the proposed Con- 
gress that the Union would 
attend only as observes 
witli] the next annual con- 
ference, 


[Editor's Note: Just below the above report, THE WORKERS VOICE of 1 October, 
page 1, carries the following comment by Rk. A. Bascus under the heading "A 
Retrograde Step": "A.T.L.U. at its 44th Annual Conference took a retrograde 
step when in the presence of the pioneeer of workers unity in this country, 
took tie decision not to join the proposed Trade Union Congvess. It was a 
very pathetic decision indeed, and can only give comfort to employers in this 


country. ] 


Union President's Address 


St. Johns THE WORKERS VOICE in English & Sep 83 p 1 


Comrodes and Friends - | welcome you to the 44th 
Seog Conference of the Antigua & Labour 
nion 


{Text ] 


2] 











As @ Union. continue to maintain that our FIKST 
and primary duty is to guide and advise workers and wo 
protect the rights of workers at every level in Antigua 
and Barbuda. If Rule two (2) of the Union's most cherish 
ed book of rules is consulted, it is clear that the Antigua 
Trades and Labour Union is committed to the well- 
being of its members in particular and Antiguans and 
Rarhudans in general 

The present economic crisis, triggeres off tw the 
sudden end unceremonial increase in oil es since 
1973, continues to reduce the standard of | of many. 
[t continues to press nations into large scale ye 
building up huge national and greater hardships for the 


As a Union. we see a degree of back wards 
some of which resemble conditions of . We must 
therefore resolve today to work towards reversing this 
trend. Some unserupulous employers seem h and 
are willing to tay-off workers without the least 
consideration for the well-being of themselves and their 
families. They include emplovers whose enterprises have 
benefitted Government investment incentives 
and tax free eomsiderations, The Union must act now; 
the I'nion must demand that Goverament immediately 

ut into law the long promised Severance Pay Act. Yes, 
ORKERS must be entitled to proper and more reas 
am Te of Regiig: Bee: to em- 
oyem. After not share in ts. 
° Com redes, Fogg $A. oa 
day's pay per month for each year of service after year one 
This have been acce in 1965 but is not good 
enough in 1983. The Antigua Trades and Labour Union 
wishes to record that less one month’s for each 
year of service i: unac ble to workers in a modern 
and advancing world. We also hold the view that for 
less than one year, the benefit should be pro-rated. 

| now tum my attention to the hotel industry. 
Comrades, after much strugge we now t a sub- 
stantial number of workers in this vital work area. The 
Employers’ Federation seems to feel that as long as 4 
hotel is part of the Hote! Association it must be repre- 
sented by the Antigua Workers’ Union. Let me state 
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r Code now provides for one. 





here that the Antiqua Trades and Labour Union vio- 
lently disagrees with that theory. Any group of work. 
ers has the nght to wlect a Union of its choice, this is 
clearly spelt out in the Antigua Labour Code. 

Comrades, while the Union is in complete agreement 
with the Antigua Industrial Court, we would be lew 
than frank if we did not record our disappointment at 
the undue length of time taken to wttle a case placed 
before it. | believe that this situation sults some em- 
ployers. I believe it is used as @ means of extending 
further punishment and hardship to workers and their 
families. This long and unweildly process must be brought 
to a drastic end. The time has come when the Industrial 
Court must have permanent personnel as this is one of 
the problems affecting its urgent despatch of cases. If 
justice is to be done, we must have quick action in this 
matter, always remembering that we must not be Just 
a Society but indeed a Just Society. 

Comrades, Your Union, ever sonscious of the scien- 
tific and legalistic nature of industrial relations in todays 
wond, has embarked 17° a strong programme of worker 
education. This effort is intended to ensure that workers 
know of their rights and obligations, shop stewards 
know of their duties and functions and the officers and 
representatives know the full contents of the Labour 
Code and Industrial Court procedures and practices. 

Officers of the Union, including self, attended 
a Seminar in &. Vincent between June 15 and July 02, 
and we were able to convince the sponsors to hold 8 con- 
ference in Antigua now scheduled for November 06 to 
12. Finally | want you comrades not to regard this con- 
ference a yet another event which brings us together 
for discushion and review. Workers are facing increasingly 
difficult times the world over, and it is our a to keep 
ahead of the authorities and employers if | prot 


perity is to be restored and real experienced to the 
end of this twentieth century. ” 


I have much pleasure in declearing the Conference 


open and pray that our Agenda will be satisfactorily 
completed. 





COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS 


UNION WANTS NATIONAL STUDY ON ECONOMIC DOWNTURN 
Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 19 Sep 83 p 1 


[Text] The 25 000-strong Barbados Workers Union (BWU) has called for the 
convening of a national conference to discuss what it says has been a 
yradual downturn in the national economy over the past two years, 


"Our analysis of economic trends in Barbados over the last two years shows 
that, over this period, there has been a gradual downturn in the economy,” 
said General Secretary, Frank Walcott. 


"We have concluded that the current economic trend must be arrested by the 
application of positive measures," the union leader added, 


The BWU, Barbados’ biggest trade union, said the performance of sugar, 
tourism, and manufacturing, the three pillars of the Barbados economy, has 
not been up to mark, and the convening of such a conference would provide 
the workers and their representative a chance to air their views, 


"For many years, the workers have been left outside the pale of discussion 
and only regarded as elements for jobs. Workers form an integral part of 
the new generation of thinking and we must be a part of the formulation of 
policies that affect the workers and their future,” Walcott said, 


The BWU cited the fact that Agriculture Minister, Dr. Richard Cheltenham, 
has proposed further government price support for the sugar industry in 
1984 after this year's as an indication that all was not well in the debt- 
ridden industry. 


It said evidence of the downturn in both touriem and manufacturing was in 
the “large numbers" of workers who have either been dismissed, laid off, 
or made redundant. 


According to the Central Bank, the Barbados economy declined by three per 
cent in 1981, ending five years of positive growth. This was followed by 
a decline of five per cent in 1982, 


Government attributed the decline to the world economic recession which 
reduced the flow of tourists here and softened demand for local products, 
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Central Bank Governor Dr, Courtney Blackman, reviewing the ieland's 
ecomomic performance during the first half of 1983, waid in July that the 
economy appeared to be on the road to recovery, thanks mainly to a turn- 
around in tourtem, 


Walcott sald the BWU saw its role as not only bargaining for better wages 
and conditions for employment on behalf of its members, but also seeing 
that the economy 16 on a good footing, 


"Over the years, we have been consistent in our argument that our role 1s 
more than seeking wages and conditions of employment: We are here to 
ensure that the economy 1# on a sound footing and that steps are taken to 
ensure that it remains this way,” the BWU General Secretary said, 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


ARGENTINA NOTES DESIRE FOR EMBASSY, CLOSER RELATIONS 


Bridgetown THE NATION in English 28 Sep 83 p 7 


[Text | 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


ADDITIONAL ACREAGE PLANNED FOR SUGAR CULTIVATION 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 28 Sep 83 p 1 


[Text] 


CSO: 


3298/078 


The plans include some 
managerial at 
two of the is 


"s six 
sugar factories, routine 
work in n betting all the 


plants readied ong farm 
while 

measure the. Bats 

pet pointed out 

yesterday that Andrews 


and Carrington will have 
new managers when the 
crop begins next year. 


Mr. Ben Farmer, until 
jooees AM oy Mt... 


andi place wil be ie 


Mr one Ae 
Who .  & n 


cha 
ane Farmer ogg 4 


going to Andrews 
The official said that 
with the programme of 
work now carried 
out, all six factories will 
Scent te early January 


sould realise up to 115 
tonnes of but the 
official said 


back, into production 

was 
now/ta place. 
io a St. 
Philip, River and 
Vineyard, are being 
brought anes into 
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COUNTRY SECTLON BARBADOS 


DESPITE CUTBACKS, TRADE WITH JAPAN STILL IN ITS FAVOR 
Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 26 Sep 83 p 1 


[Text] Barbados’ imports from Japan declined dramatically last year but 
despite that, trade between the two countries continues to be heavily 
stacked in the favour of the Japanese. 


Figures obtained from the Government Statistical Services revealed that 
Barbados’ imports from Japan totalled Bds $37 million last year as com- 
pared with $53 million for the previous year. 


Latest figures indicated that for the first quarter this year this country 
bought goods from Japan totalling $13 million. 


However the massive trade imbalance is revealed in the total value of 
Barbadian goods sold to that country. 


According to the figures Barbados sold $39 002 worth of goods to Japan 
last year way above the $7 818 sold the previous year. There were no 
exports for the first quarter this year. 


The bulk of Barbadian imports from Japan has been motor vehicles, especially 
cars. 


Other goods include toys, accessories, spare parts, tools, electronic 
equipment, office furniture and machines, 


Exports from Barbados include self-contained air-conditioning machines. 


The trade imbalance has over the years been of great concern to Government 
and private sector officials with calls from some quarters for a reduction 
in the volume of imports from that country. 


During a tour earlier this year to some far eastern countries including 
Japan, Trade Minister Bernard St. John said he had drawn to the attention 
of the Japanese the wide trade gap between that country and Barbados. 


He said too it had been established there was a market in Japan for a 
number of local products. 











Out of the trip to Japan came arrangements for the revival of the sea 
island cotton industry in barbados, 


Following negotlations between representatives from both countries Barbados 


has set aside 200 acres for the cultivation of cotton which will be sold to 
Japan next year, 
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BARBADOS 


BRIEFS 


TRADE STATISTICS--Barbados exported Bds$156.4 million worth of goods during 
the first four months of the year, a decline of $2 million compared with 
the same period last year, the government reported yesterday. The Barbados 
Statistical Service (BSS) reported that electronic goods and clothing 
continued tobe the main exports. The island shipped 12 950 tonnes of 

sugar abroad in April, the first for the year, which earned $9.7 million. 
Barbados produced 85 100 tonnes of sugar this year, the smallest crop 

since 1948. Total exports for the first quarter last year were worth 
$158.7 million. However, domestic exports for the period rose this year 

to $129.2 million compared with $90.9 million last year. Domestic exports 
for April were worth $41.5 million while $20.6 million were earned during 
the same month last year. Total imports continued to decline, with $361.8 
million in imports being recorded for the 1983 first quarter compared with 
$403 million for last year's period. Eighty nine point eight million 
dollars in goods were imported in April compared with $82.4 million for the 
same month last year. Meanwhile, the trade deficit also declined this 
year. It was $205.3 million at the end of April, $40.7 million less than 
last year.--(CANA). [Text] [Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 

27 Sep 83 p 1] 


NEW CANADIAN ENVOY--The Government of Canada has appointed a new High 
Commissioner to Barbados. He is career diplomat, Mr. Noble Power, who 
succeeds Mr. Allan Roger who ended a four and a half year tour of duty in 
August this year. Mr. Noble Power, after pursuing graduate studies in 
Latin American politics and in diplomatic history, was appointed Director 
of Planning for Canada’s Commonwealth African programme at the inception 
of the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) in the mid-1960's. 
He joined the Canadian Department of External Affairs in 1970 and served 
as his country's High Commissioner to Ghana and concurrently Ambassador to 
Togo and Benin. Prior to his appointment to Barbados, Mr. Power had been 
Vice-President of CIDA. [Text] [Bridgetown SUNDAY ADVOCATE in English 
25 Sep 83 p 1] 
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COUNTRY SECTION BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS 


LK DLEVLLOPHENT UNIT LI) BARBADOS OFFERS ASSISTAIICL 
Koad Town Tilt ISLAND SUN in English 24 Sep 8&3 p 15 


[Text } 

We should say from careful observation and judging of the 
results which can be noted in various areas, that the British 
Virgin Islands Government has the understanding of, and is 
receiving the co-operation of, the U.K. Overseas Department 
and the Development Division which is stationed in Barbados 
This was not always the case, not so long ago there was 
considerable difficulty in getting any development help for 
these islands. Now harmony of understanding of what the 
B.V.I. needs in development assistance can be noted in 
various fields, and the financial and technical means which 
are being provided are producing noteable results. Many 
projects, some completed while others are underway, are up- 
lifting the standard of the Territory as has never been seen 
before. Of course, there is still a lot to be done, but things 
are really on the move. 

As is known, the Development Divison does not hand out 
any means of development just for the asking. Everything 
has to be thoroughly justified — which at times calls for ex- 
tensive plans. Fortunately, the B.V.I. Government is not 
lacking in preparation of plans nor pushing them forward 
with constructive arguments. The Planning Board and the 
Government have done a remarkable job in this field, for 
which the work accomplished deserves commendation. 

The approach to the Development Division has to be in- 
telligent, persuasive and justifiable — also a friendly approach 
can be of help, and it seems to us that the Government has 
mastered these business techniques. We are seeing the results 
brought about through this sort of representation, and we 
hope it will be even further advanced. The Territory needs 
this sort of leadership. 
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30 











COUNTRY SUCTION BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS 


BRIEFS 


NEM CONSERVATIONIST PURLICATLON--The L.V.1. is to get a newsletter dedicated 
to conservation and development issues of the British Virgin Islands. The 
concept of the newsletter, called RiSOURCE - is to promote both the natural 
and human resources of the territory and to highlight, among other things, 
the critical importance of conserving our natural resources in order to 
maintain and further the growth of tourism, fisheries, agriculture and the 
many services which support these sectors. Regular features will include in- 
formation on yachting, scuba-diving, as vell as other aspects of tourism, 
fishing, agriculture, parks and protected areas and B.V.I. culture. RESOURCE 
will be published on a quarterly basis by the B.V.I. National Parks Trust 
and the &.V.1. Tourist Board, in collaboration with the Eastern Caribbean 
Natural Areas Management Programme (ECNAMP), and its first issue is expected 
to be available by October of 1983, 1t was announced by Information Officer, 
Mrs. Michelle Abbott-Smith, who will be the Editor of the quarterly Newsletter. 
Keep a look-out for it in shops, hotels, marinas and public places throughout 
the british Virgin Islands. [Text] [Road Town THE ISLAND SUN in English 

24 Sep 83 p 15] 
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COUNTRY SECTION COLOMBIA 


M19 LEADER VIEWS AMNESTY, SOCIALISM, GUERRILLA STRENGTH 
PM191126 Madrid EL PAIS in Spanish 10 Oct 83 p 4 


[Interview with Colombian 19 April Movement (M-19) "number two” Alvaro Fayyad by 
Roman Gorriaran in Quito--no date given] 


[Excerpt] Question: What is M19's stance in the current Colombian political 
process, following the promulgation of the amnesty decreed by Belisario Betancur? 


Answer: The grave problem impairing Belisario Betancur'’s policy and calls for 
peace is that he has not agreed or sought to negotiate anything with the 
guerrilla movement, and the amnesty should have been agreed to with us and the 
other organizations. At all times, we--M-19--have supported the amnesty proposal 
from the outset, have engaged comrades in public political activity, and have 
been to the Congress. All this is part of a policy adupted by the organization 
at the eighth conference, held 8 August 1982--the very day of Belisario's investi- 
ture. According to the government, a stage was beginning which it defined as 
post-Francoist, from which it follows that Julio Cesar Turbay Ayala was Franco. 
Continuing the metaphor, we demand a kind of Moncloa Pacts, which would include 
all of us. We accept the amnesty, but we are not handing over our arms, because 
they are the only means of conducting opposition in Colombia. But we support 

the amnesty, since it is a first step toward peace; therefore, we proposed the 
second step: to silence all guns simultaneously. But Belisario stopped 
halfway, allowing himself to be hemmed in and blackmailed by the military, and 
basing his government on the two traditional parties--the Liberal Party and the 
Conservative Party. 


"Belisario’s Origin Gives Him Democratic Style” 


Question: What difference does M-19 see between the Liberal Turbay and the 
Conservative Betancur? 


Answer: These two parties share the running of the state; it is impossible to 

be a public employee unless you are a member of either party. That is why 
Betancur’s proposai, with which he won the election, is the proposal of a national 
front that will break the two-party system; something that the whole country 
supports, and we do too. But the differences between Turbay and Belisario are 
undeniable. Betancur is a man with good intentions; he is not a doctrinaire 
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conservative, but a man who really wishes to change something in Colombia, at 
least a6 reyards intentions. Moreover, his humble origin gives him a more 
popular, more democratic style. because of all that, the popular support which 
betancur still has is impressive, but in the economy, society, and politics, 
youd intentions are not suffictlent; you must make clear on whose side you 

itand. but we remain prepared to talk; we wish to sllence the guna and to talk. 


uestion: There has been a yreat deal of talk recently about the unification 
of the guerrilla movement in Latin America. What truth is there in this? 


Answer: In Colombia there are steps unity. For instance, M-19 has signed docu- 
ments of a strategie nature wlth the FARC [Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia], 
and there are also talks with the other movements on the need for unity among 
Colombia's five guerrilla organizations in order to demand dialogue with Belisario; 
there are yreater or lesser nuances, but there 19 agreement that the guerrilla 
movement is the only chance of organizing opposition forces in Colombia. As 
reyards Latin American unity, what could be better? but, unfortunately, it is 

not the case, and we have allowed a wave of militarism to sweep the continent. 

li there were unity, Augusto Pinochet would not be at ease, the Argentine 

military would not be seeking collective amnesta, and, above all, Central America 
would not be so besleyed. 


jateman tes Legend Amony People” 


Question: There are many accounts of Jaime Bateman Cayon's disappearance 
circulating: that he was eliminated by M-19's hardliners, or that he fled with 
several millions [currency not specified] belonging to the organization. What 
can you say to all thts? 


Anewer: The underlying problem was that Jaime Bateman--"Comandante Pablo"=-was a 
Hass phenomenon in Colombia; he 1s already a legend among the people, and people 
expect to see him any time, despite our reiterating that he disappeared in the 
liyht aircraft in which he was traveling to Panama. Bateman was in Santa Marta-- 
his home town--celebrating hie birthday, and afterward he traveled with 

Nelly Vivas and another comrade in a light aircraft plloted by a Conservative 
politician to Panama, in order to meet with a representative of the president 

at what would have been the first meeting between the government and M-19, But 
46 a result of a storm in the Darten area, on the border between Panama and 
(olombia, the aircraft disappeared, and no trace was ever found; we searched 

the area exhaustively and found nothing--nelther ofl slicks on the sea nor 
wreckaye in the jungle. Nothing: ‘he disappeared, and [van Marino Ospina became 
number one, and I became number two. The accounts of his elimination by the 
jardiiners and of his flight with millions are the work of the Colombian Army's 
military intelligence, which assiyned many men and large resources to Bat eman's 
capture while he was alive, without ever achieving it. So now it is necessary 

to discredit him and split M19. 


Question: How does M-19 define its stance? 


33 

















A. we are readopting the figure of Bolivar: Our first action was the 

thett of Bolivar'’s swords in order to return them when there is freedom and 
democracy in Colombia, since what there 1s now is a liberal formalism. In the 
political field we express an outlook, as Colombians and revolutionartes, outside 
any Marxist blueprint. People are always wondering whether Lenin or Trotsky 

said this, but we have rejected theory, which serves only to explain events 

after they have happened or to attempt to accommodate a reality that does not 

fit the theory. Our criteria are those of the masses. We do not study 

Lenin's books; when a new member joins the organization, we give him 

Garcia Marquez' "One Hundred Years of Solitude" to read. 


Question: Does M-19 seek socialism? 


Answer: Which socialism? That of Felipe Gonzalez? That of Yurty Andropov? 
Tito’? That of Vietnam? Which? We are struggling for a democratic system in 
wiich the country's fundamental forces will express themselves. 


Question: How many men does M-19 have and what arms? 


Answer: It is difficult to quantify the men. We are the second-ranking guerrilla 
organization in Colombia. The first-ranking is the FARC, and there are about 
10,000 to 15,000 guerrillas in all in Colombia. Our arms are light for the 
present, although we are planning to become an army. And so we will have to 
purchase heavy arms, and | emphasize the word "purchase"; because no international 
center supplies us. We steal arms from the army and purchase them on the black 
market; those are our sources. 


"Betancur's Time Is Running Out” 
Question: What prospects do you see for Colombia? 


Answer: Dramatic ones; we are approaching the hour of truth. I hope that 

the possibility of peaceful change through Belisario's good intentions remains. 
Ihe people wish to believe him, wish to support him; the guerrilla movement 
wishes to support him, too. 


Question: How do you explain Colombia's peace efforts in Central America and 
the domestic situation? 


Answer: It is inexplicable; the time must come when its international policy 
coincides with domestic policy. We welcome its policy toward Central America 
and the nonaligned countries, but being so progressive and dialogue-oriented 

in Central America must coincide with the attitude within the country. We have 
told Belisario that peace begins at home. 


CSO: %3348/28 
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COUNTRY SECTION COSTA RICA 


BRIEFS 


[ITALIAN CREDIT--Following negotiations conducted in Italy by Juan Bonilla 
Ayub, president of the Costa Rican Development Corporation, Italy: has made 
540 million of credit available to Costa Rica. Vice President Alberto Fait, 
will sign the credit agreement when he visits Italy on 14 October. [Summary] 
[San Jose LA REPUBLICA in Spanish 10 Oct 83 p 3 PAJ 


FRG HELICOPTER PURCHASE--Costa Rican Deputy Public Security Minister Johnny 
Campos has revealed that his ministry will soon purchase two MBB Messerschmidt 
helicopters from the FRG. Each of these helicopters costs /00,000 colones, 

he added. The purchase of the helicopters was negotiated directly by Colonel 
Campos during a recent trip to the FRG. He pointed out that the Messerschmidts 
are twin-engine helicopters that can carry five persons. They will be used 
for rescue missions, transportation of wounded persons, natural disasters, 

and other humanitarian purposes. He said in conclusion that the purchase 

of these helicopters, which are 90 necessary for the country, will be made 
through a loan. [Text] [PA161732 San Jose Radio Reloj in Spanish 1200 GMT 

14 Oct 83 PAJ 


C50: 3248/105 
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COUNTRY SECTION DOMINICA 


NATIONALIZATION OF DOMLEC: INSTRUCTIVE POLITICAL LESSON 
Roseau THE NEW CHRONICLE in English 7 Oct 83 p 4 


[Pditorial |] 


es Aa from Octebee 10t, the Government of 


[DOMLEC] 
follows over a year of negotiations 
between and DOMLEC's 


Apparently, the two parties were not 
able to see eye to eye .CDC’ U.K. was 











61% to the Government as of 
October ist."’ Indeed, this is taken verba- 
tion from the Government release inform- 
ing the public on the matter. 

As a normal and legitimate commercial 
transection, no one need make much 
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COUNTRY SECTION DOMLNICA 


UNITY OF OPPOSITION FORCES ASSESSED, DERKIDED 
Douglas Rejection of DLP, DLM 
Roseau THE NPA CHRONICLE in English 16 Sep 83 p I 


(Text) “If LI am faced the morning after election with the possibility of 
having to form a coalition government with Patrick John or Oliver Seraphine 
[ will retire from Politics...resign my seat in the House and retire..." 


That's how the NEW CHRONICLE heard it from Parliamentary representative 
of the Portsmouth Constituency Michael Douglas--a categorical rejection 
of former colleagues John and Seraphin. 


Mr. Douglas explained that “our party has been burn severely already 
having been through a government with people like Patrick John whom we 
found totally unprincipled."” [as published] As such he said "We are 
not going to be making any unprincipled alliances.” 


In an examination of individuals under whom he could serve in government, 
the UDLP Leader said: "I could serve under somebody like Dyer.,..1 could 
serve under one or two people in the Alliance whom 1 don't care to name 
at this point in time...The more moderate elements in the Alliance and 

of course 1 could serve under myself." 


Mr Douglas however condemned the Alliance call for unity of opposition 
forces as a ploy to bolster their hopeless track record at the polls. 

He said: “The Alliance area the veakest of the parties in Opposition... 
The very very weakest...They don't control one seat...$0 I don’t see they 
have any stake in this Alliance business...They are pushing it because 
they are the weakest,” 


The NPW CHRONICLE was curious about his election strategy vis-a-vis the 
Alliance. The UDLP leader said he would advise the DIM Alliance to keep 
totally out of the election if that Party “really wants to ensure that a 
capitalist government 16 out of power." He said the DLM should “allow 

the Labour Parties to work things out against the Preedom Party”, and, 

he said “The Labour Party would certainly win as there are more Labourites 
than Freedomites"”. In return, Mr. Douglas continued “We would give them 
(The Alliance) a senatorial position and maybe.,.maybe a ministry.” 
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It i6 in the interest of 


Labour unity Mr, Douglas said that he would be 


willing to serve under ezx-communications and Works Minister Henry Dyer 


now an independent In the 


About Mr. Dyer, Mr. Douglas told the NEW CHRONICLE: 


Dominica Parliament, 


"Up to now he is 


not noted for his quickness of thoustt, because there are a number of 
things he could have done since he was fired as a minister and since he 


resigned from the Freedom Party that a 


lot of political observers including 


myself feel ought to have been done before," 


Mr, 


Douglas concluded “nonetheless because of the solid consistent prog- 


ress that he had made through his life | am prepared in the interest of 


the unity of the working class 


in Dominica to serve under him." 


That, the Portsmouth Parliamentary representative said ie contrary to what 
a lot of people belleve that "Mike Douylas wants to be Prime Minister.” 
But, Mr. Douglas said "I am a Prime Minister in my own right, in fact we 
are all Prime Ministers in our own rights.” 


Mr. 
Join, Seraphine and others as 


Douylas has not 


forgotten the old days in government with Messrs 
a matter of fact he remembers them so well 


that he recounted for the NEW CHRONICLE with exceptional clarity the days 


when Patrick 
Cabinet. [as published] 
Seraphine as P.M, 


Join played dominoes with him the day before firing him from 
With similar clarity he recalled that Oliver 
in the Interim Covernment used an opportunity when he 


(Douglas) attended a World Bank Meeting to diemiss the Leftist elements 
in the Interim Government appointed by the Committee for National Salva- 


tion. 


"Today", Mr. Douglas points out “That same man tells you,,.that he is 
forming an alliance with the same Leftist elements he dismissed,” 


"l could serve under somebody like Dyer...1 do not think I will be 


serving in Dominica avain under 
don't think that's possible.” 


Patricr 


john or Oliver Seraphine. I 


Criticiam of Opposition 


Roseau THE NEW CHRONICL’ in Envlieh 23 
[Text } 


There are many indications of pro- 
gress in Dominica today. There are 
positive signs that things will continue 
to develop progressively through effi- 
cient government ouioying the support 
of a motivated and dedicated people. 

There are however, certain signposts 
bearing bold evidence of a serious lack 
of progress in certain areas crucial to 


Sep 43 p G 


the realization of the goal of total de- 
velopment. Our concern is that such 
evidence tells the story of simple,deep- 
rooted shortcomings in the human 
condition, which, if not corrected could 
lead to catasrophic future results. 


Wo believe in “ Godenger Det bao act yet come. 
As euch we are re-int an examination of the general 
human,and it would seem very of being 


Dominican, 
largely unable to select good from bad when both ere thrown 














The examination is being made in the light of # notable and the common good in 


recent politica! development 
It je emazing that « call for opposition unity at the next 


al elections involving the coming t orcep as 
erent ip arenas 68 principle as the DLM Alliance and 
the two labour pa can actual) rt in Dominica. 


y find eu 

It is even more that the support, limited though it 
mp byt my sole motive of terminating the role 
of the Freedom Party - an ration thet has in the vast 
three years demonstrated, not flawless government, but et 
least « relatively high standard of ic adswinistration 
calmows ia Deatinies fer euito cone me now. 

Though traditionally we have been critized for our short 
memory it is hoped that some of us have not forgotten that 
the Freedom Party came into power after 10 years in 
Opposition at « time when the once adored Labour Party, 
steeped in corrupt practices and divided by ug!y leadarship 
at fell from grace 

jon can be asked,even if the Freedom Party had 

not creditably would Seraphine, john, Douglas 
and Labour be ready to take over in 10657 answer is 
Coast (20. Why | Because He sctuse of Gels peitice whic 
caused their w rejection has not changed. They are 
stili protecting the peuedo poor-man-party image 
apparently their solo strategy for rallying support. Further, 
for what is coming out of them those days one cannot be sure 
from any standpoint of reason that they will do any better 
than they did previousl 


y. 

And in their utter desperation and insatiable desire for the 
ay cording to Michael Dougise the oY ym 
nce, ac ic 

rty in Dominica So these days ‘ bility’ in the 

Sustnoss community le becoming ‘an able tool used b 
the big man to keep down the small man.... and the w 


“exploiter” is being used “> | to describe those whose 
creativity and coual business of y facilitate the utilize- 
tion of the means of production for their good in particular 


genere). 
& snare to entrap those whose 


maripuiatiou 


Allfascs 
this a jon ace [anited '‘n purr. b 
ide in screed and ‘ust fcr yo wer) ie *he ic w>i'ste 


short comings that meke us 37°me 19 


Analysis of Opposition Croups 


tridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 
[Article by Ellsworth Carter] 


[Text] 


27 Sep 83 p 3 


Roseau, Dominica, Sunday, (CANA)--With speculation still rife in 


opposition circles here that Prime Minister Eugenia Charles will call an 
early general election, the newly-revamped Dominica Labour Party (DLP) 
has speediiy taken up a proposal from the leftwing Dominica Liberation 
Movement (DLM) for an opposition alliance to fight the ruling Freedom 
Party (DFP) whenever the poll is announced. 


Three constituency branches have already endorsed the proposal which the 


DLP | 


eadership says is binding on the whole party. 


The idea will be fur- 


ther discussed at a special convention scheduled for November 4. 


However, political observers here say the idea has not gone down well 
with the rank and file of the DLP, the predominant party here for two 


decades until 


its defeat at the polls in 1980. 


Supporters, they say, 


feel the ideological colour of the DLM is distracting and the DLP first 


needs to vet itself on a firm footing. 


The Labour Party, under the leadership of ex-Prime Minister Oliver 
Seraphin, regrouped a few months ago after his faction and another led 
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by Patrick John, also a former Prime Minister, decided to settle thir 
differences. 


Prime Minister Charles has dismissed suggestions that she will call a 
snap election, She says her three year old administration still has a 
lot of work to do. In the landslide 1980 election victory, Miss Charles’ 
DFP picked up 17 of the 21 seats in the House of Assembly. 


The idea of a DLP--DLM merger has not appealed to former Finance Minis- 
ter Michael Douglas, Leader of the United Dominica Labour Party (UDLP), 
another splinter group of the original Labour Party which broke up in 
1979, 


Douglas says his party is keen about an opposition alliance, but sees the 
DLM as no serious threat to the DFP's stronghold, except perhaps in one 
constituency. Political observers say he may well team up with sacked 
DFP Communications and Works Minister, Henry Dyer, to form another party. 
Dyer resigned from the ruling party after his dismissal by Prime Minister 
Charles nearly two months ago. 


What is baffling observers here is how the supposedly anti-communist DLP 
could team up with the DLM when Seraphin, while he was Prime Minister in” 
1980, sacked Cabinet Minister Atherton Martin, dubbing him a communist. 


The DLM makes no bones about its leftwing orientation and is a firm 
advocate of close ties with communist Cuba. In fact, general secretary 
Dr. Bill Riviere says: "We will seek to broaden our relations with 
Libya when we get in power.” 


According to the former United States university professor, the proposed 
opposition alliance will fight the next general elections under one 
banner, on one platform and will publish a single manifesto. 


"If successful, they could form one government and run the country on the 
basis of one programme for development," Riviere says. The DLM contested 
the 1980 poll as part of an alliance which failed to win a seat. Martin 
led that alliance. 


Douglas has said his party was keen on an electoral accommodation with 
the DLP, but in view of his opinion that the DLP is proposed association 
with the DLM is "defeatist", these hopes have presumably faded. 


Said the DLP leader then: "The United Dominica Labour Party is open to 
an electoral accommodation, if this can be negotiated on soundly based 
principles some of which are almost non-negotiable." 


Douglas also views the DLP's move as an indication that it is unable to 
mobilise the mass of its support across the island. 


Opposition parties believe that as soon as a proposed US $30 million 
(one E.C. dollar equals 37 cents U.S.) road building project is under 
way, Miss Charles will call the snap election. 


In anticipation, the DLM has started to mount its political platform 
at mass meetings islandwide. The DLP too has stepped up its political 
activity. 


CSO: %3298/079 
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COUNTRY SECTION DOMINICA 


BRIEFS 


TAIWAN MISSION--Dominica has signed an Agricultural Technical Agreement 
with Taiwan, A Taiwan delegation led by Minister without Portfolio Lin 
Chin Sheng, arrived here Wednesday, on a four-day visit. The Agricultural 
and Technical Assistance Agreement was signed Thursday when the delegation 
met with acting Prime Minister Brian Alleyne and Cabinet. It is expected 
that the agreement will facilitate the implementation of proposed agri- 
cultural technical co-operation between Dominica and Taiwan. The Taiwan 
officials, while here, are expected to undertake field trips to various 
agricultural projects, and will meet the Dominican Press. The Taiwan 
delegation incluces Ambassador Michael Tung, who 1s not accredited to 
Dominica, and the Director of the Department of Central and South American 
Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Francisco Ou. [Text] [Roseau THE 
NEW CHRONICLE in English 23 Sep 83 p 1] 


VISITING TEAM FROM ST LUCIA--A St. Lucian team of four Community Leaders 
led by Community Development Officer, Sylvester Morose, are now in the 
state. The five are here on a one-week stay to observe and participate in 
community development projects. The visit forms part of activities for 
community awareness month in St. Lucia. The activities there began on 
September 3 and end on September 30. According to a St. Lucian source, 
Dominica was selected for this aspect of the awareness programme because 
of the high level of organisation of its community projects, particularly 
those undertaken on a self help basis. The team's visit is co-ordinated 
by the Local Government and Community Development Department. The group 
is scheduled to meet Government officials, visit organisations of special 
interest in the Roseau area, and projects in the Southern, South-Western, 
Western and Northern districts. The St. Lucians will also be given the 
opportunity to observe the nature of community organisation in the rural 
area. They will also attend some community based meetings. [Text] 
[Roseau THE NEW CHRONICLE in English 23 Sep 83 p 2] 


CDB LOAN RESERVATIONS--The Bridgetown-based Caribbean Development Bank 
(CDB) could in the future shy away from lending money to Dominica for 
infrastructural and development projects, Government sources have said. 
The sources said the situation could result if there were any default on 
payment of monies owed to the CDB in respect of a loan on behalf of the 
Dominica Port Authority. The bank recently commissioned an examination 
of the port's operations in the wake of reports that the authority was 
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experiencing severe financial difficulties and a well documented inability 
to service its debts, currently standing at EC$22-million (EC$1: 37¢ U.S.). 
The commission's report is now complete and has been submitted to govern- 
ment. The Port Authority lost EC$19-million last year and the CDB 


reportedly believes certain stringent measures will have to be adopted to 
reverse the trend. 


CSO: %3298/080 





43 











COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


COARD REPORTS ON ECONOMIC PROGRESS, PROFITS, EMPLOYMENT 
St Georges FREE WEST INDIAN in English 21 Sep 83 p 1 


[Text] Deputy Prime Minister, and Minister of Planning Trade and Finance, 
Bernard Coard, has said that things are “tight” with Grenada's economy, 
but it is moving forward. 


In the television and radio programme "Perspective '83", Min. Coard said 
that already $53.3 million has been collected in revenue between January 
and August this year, while $51.2 million has already been spent on recur- 
rent expenditure. This means that for two-thirds of the year, over $2 
million surplus on the recurrent budget was collected. 


He said that this year's budget target of $8 million surplus on the recur- 
rent budget looks realistic. He expects an increase in the rate of 
revenue collection towards year end since more taxes will be collected 
because more goods enter the country. 


If the present rate of expenditure continues, he said an $8 million sur- 
plus will certainly be made on the recurrent budget. 


On the capital budget, Min. Coard said that prospects for the next three 
years look good. The government expects to spend between July this year 
and June 1986, some $278 million in investment programmes, he said. This 
represents $93 million a year being spent on the capital budget, on 
programmes and projects of the Revolution. 


All this money will come on the basis of agreements the People's Revolu- 
tionary Government (PRG) already has with government organisations such 
as the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), the European 
Development Fund (EDF), the European Investment Bank (EIB), the Oil 
Producing and Exporting Countries (OPEC), and Algeria, Libya, German 
Democratic Republic, Soviet Union, Bulgaria, Cuba, Mexico and Venezuela. 


Min. Coard pointed out that already $350 million has been spent on 
investment projects after only four years and six months of Revolution. 


The PRG is already planning beyond the next three years. Work on feasi- 
bility studies to put together a five year plan beginning after 1986, 
has already begun, Min Coard said. 
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On the private sector's role in Crenada’s economic development, Min. 
Coard reiterated his call for the private sector to move away from what 
he calls “invoice capitalism” and into investments. 


The private sector has managerial and technical skills, as well as access 
to these skills, and therefore has an important role to play. 


One-third of a $40 million loan from the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) will be put into commercial banks so this means that more money 
will be available to the private sector for investment. 


On the performance of Grenada’s 45 state enterprises, Min. Coard said 
$19.9 million worth of goods has been produced, although the gross 
production target 1s $25.3 million. This means that in the first six 
months of the year, state enterprises are $5.4 million below their produc- 
tion targets, 


However, Min. Coard pointed out that a profit of $2.6 million has been 
made by the state sector in the first half of this year. If this trend 
continues, he said, it will make its projected $5.2 million profit. 


Despite a number of lay offs in government departments and ministries, 
some 1,578 people more have been employed this year. This, however, 
represents 150 workers less than the targeted 1,528. 


Min. Coard pointed out that while 18 people from the Ministry of Con- 
struction and 21 from the outer parishes have been laid off because of 
disguised unemployment, and when projects come to an end; at the same time 
over 100 workers were taken on at the newly opened Grenada Beach Hotel. 


Min. Coard said the PRG is trying to get rid of overstaffing, but is 
attempting to phase it out. Many of those laid off, he said, will be 
incorporated into new projects. 


The National Inservice Training Programme (NISTEP) has served to increase 
some teachers’ earnings by 18 per cent, Min. Coard said. He explained 
that NISTEP has allowed a number of teachers to quality thus increasing 
their earnings. Increases have been paid to teachers who have moved from 
grade one to two. Further increases are to be paid to teachers being 
promoted to grade three, 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


REPORT ON DELEGATION TO CARICOM UNDER RANDHANNY 


St Georges FREE WEST INDIAN in English 21 Sep 83 p 2 


[Text ] 
MINISTER of Tourism and 
Civil Aviation and 


Minister of Finance, Trade and 


Deputy capitalist 


in advanced 
countnes and their 
impact on other countries, and 


unemployment 


Planning, Lyden Ramdhanny is will assess the world economic 
heading a Grenada delegation system. 


to a meeting of Common- 
wealth Finance miunisters 
Trinidad. 

The International Monetary 
Fund's (IMF) consultant to 
(arenada, Dave Bhoodu, and 
Permanent Secretary in the 
Ministry of Planning, Gloria 
Payne-Banfield, are Grenada’s 
other representatives at the 
meeting which began yesterday 
and ends Thursday. 

in the radio and television 
programme ‘Perspective ‘83”’, 
Minister of Trade, Planning and 
Finance, Bernard Coard, said 
the meeting’s agenda will be 
identical to that of the General 
Mecting of the Board of Gover- 
nors of the IMF and World 


Bank (WB), which will be held 
in Washington from September 
27 to 30. 


Forty-eight countnes are at- 
tending the meeting to Caucus 
for a common position to 
enter the IMF/WB_ meeting 
which will be attended by 146 
countries, 

The meeting will discuss pro- 
tectionism and inflation rates 


CSO: 3298/081 


Min. Coard said Grenada in- 


in tends to lobby that problems 
of small island states are con- 


sidered at the meeting, and 
will raise the proposal for the 
resturcturing of the WB and 
IMF, for more participation by 
developmg countries. 

Grenada will ako talk about 
the New International Econo- 
mic Order and the IMF’s 
Compensation Financing Facili- 
ty (CFC). It is proposing that 
CFC be given for longer periods 
and on better terms to de- 
veloping countries. 

Grenada’s concrete recom- 
mendation will be that the 
IMF’s repayment period for 
the CFC be extended from a 
three or five year period to 
eight to ten years. 

Min. Coard explained that in 


cases where countries’ export 
crops were destroyed by natural 


Cisasters, the short repayment 


period does not allow them 


time to get the crops back to 
a production level where they 


can repay the loan. 


These same issues, Min. Coard 


’ said, were rzised at the United 
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Nations Centre for Trade and 
Development (UNCTAD) con- 
ference which he descnbed asa 
failure for developing counties. 


Following the WB/IMF meet- 
ing, Grenada will again be re- 
presenied at a conference of 
the African, Caribbean and 
Pacific (ACP) countries the 
European Economic m- 
munity (‘£EC) to be held in 
Brussels eariy October. 

A new agreement will be 
negotiated between the EEC 
and ACP countries to replace 
the Lome 11 convention, which 
has come to an end. 


Min. Coard said this meeting 
has great significance for Gre- 
nada and the other 45 develop- 
ing countries attending, since 
it will determine what con- 
cessions they will get for their 
goods on the EEC market of 
European countries. 

Grenada is the chairman of the 
ministerial bureau of Carib- 
bean countries of the ACP. 
Grenada has benefitted from 
the Lome 11 convention 
through money to build com- 
munity centres, health clinics, 
and the Eastern Main Road 


project, among others, repre- 


seating $26 to $20 million. 











COUNTRY SECTION 


UNION SIGNS CONTRACT WITH NEWSPAPER PUBLISHER 


St Georges FREE WEST INDIAN in English 21 Sep 83 p 5 


] 


[Text | 


THk West) Indian Publishing 
Company, publishers of the 
KKEE WEST INDIAN news 


its first three. 
Year contract with the Techni- 
cal and Allied Workers Union 
(TAWL) on Monday, 

Present at the signing cere- 
mony which took place at the 
company’s office were union 


paper signed 


representative Car! Johnson, 
shop steward David Black- 
burn, manager Keith Joseph 
and) Labour Commissioner 


Franklyn Philbert. 
Blackburn said that nego 


tiations for this contract 
started in 1980. One of the 
reasons why the’ contract 


took so long to he completed 
he said, was the many changes 
in managers. ‘“The negotiations 
were drawn out and the work- 
ers really had to struggle to 
achieve this contract” he added. 


C50: 3298/08) 


He also noted that this was 
the first contract signed by 
this company which is one 
of the oldest in the country 

Joseph said that the com- 
pany is pleased to be able to 
provide better working con- 
ditions and improved stand- 
ards of living for its workers. 
He noted that the union held 
many discussions with the 
workers and the workers 
themselves elected Patsy 
lewis, a reporter, and Denis 
Louison, «a = ilitographer, in 
addition to Blackburn, to 
be on the negotiating team. 


Contract 


Some of the highlights of 
the contract include salary 
increases of 7'4 per cent for 
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this year, 10 per cent in 1984 
and another 10 per cent in 
1985. The increase which was 
effective from July will be 
retroactive from January this 
year and will be paid in two 
installments; the first at the 
end of this month and the 
other in December. 

The last time workers got 
an increase was in 1980. It 
was agreed that the salary 
increases will be reviewed 


next vear. 


Benefits 


Other benefits, include meai 
allowance, sick leave, overtime 
and severance pay. 

The contract also guarantees 
Workers more rights in the 
running of the company 
through worker participation 
in the production, disciplinary 
and management committces. 








COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


DETAILS OF IMF LOAN, PLANNED PROJECTS, REPAYMENT STEPS 
St Georges FREE WEST INDIAN in English 14 Sep 83 pp l, 2 


[Text] The PRG has recently accepted a major loan from the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). The loan is for approximately forty million dollars 
EC ($40 m) which will be paid to the PRG in quarterly installments over 
the three years, 1983-1986. | 


The IMF loan must be repaid over the next 8-10 years. These terms are, 
of course, much more favourable for Grenada than if the Government has 
secured a loan from the International Commercial Banks, who would have 
demanded full repayment within 3-5 years and at a much higher rate of 
interest. 


The PRG's intention is to use the loan to stimulate national development 
even further. Nearly fourteen million (13.8) dollars is to go to the 
National Banks, the NCB and the GBC, to build up their reserves of funds. 
This will mean that more loans will be available to the Private Sector, 
small business people, and cooperatives, especially for investment in 
hotels, other tourist facilities, manufacturing, and agro and other 
industries. 


Nearly twelve million dollars (11.7) will go directly into the Govern- 
ment's capital expansion programme for a variety of projects including 

the building of further miles of farm and feeder roads, expansion of 
agricultural production, to develop the recently established farm machinery 
pool for rental to private farmers and State farms, and to finance road 
improvements islandwide, including in Carriacou and Petit Martinique. 


The remaining fourteen million dollars (14 m) will be used to repay the 
IMF for past loans which will fall due during this period. 


The effect of this will be to release fourteen million dollars into 
development projects which otherwise would have had to be paid from 
Goverrment funds. These Government funds (all $14 million) would not 
also be fully utilized to develop the Tourism, Agricultural, Fishing, 
Agro Industrial and Forestry Sectors of the economy. 


This loan was only accepted after several months of negotiations with 
the IMF and is not subject to the usual ‘IMF medicine’ applied in many 








countries, namely, layoffs of workers, wage freezes, cut-backs in social 
services, removal of price controls, devaluation, drastic cut-backs in 
capital development programmes, etc, 


Because of the strength of Grenada's economy and the PRG's effictent 
economic management shown by the fact that we enjoy a surplus on our 
recurrent budget, and have experienced real economic growth in every 

year since the revolution, increasing employment, and relatively stable 
prices, the IMF was not in a position to impose the usual harsh conditions 
for its loan, sald an official at the Ministry of Finance. 


The IMF loan does require us to monitor carefully both our recurrent, 
capital and State enterprise spending, but this is done, in any case, by 
the Ministries of Finance and Planning. 


In addition, the IMF loan has required an agreement that the PRG will not 
accept any further ‘hard loans’ during the next three years on high terms 
of interest with short repayment periods. The PRC had already taken this 
decision only to accept grants of soft loans in order to keep our national 
debt low enough to be repayable. 


In recent years the IMF has come under severe attack from many under- 
developed countries, for the suffering which its harsh conditions have 
imposed on the working people of countries which have been forced to 
accept IMF loans. In addition, many countries which have accepted loans 
have gotten into deeper problems, because they have used those loans to 
finance over-expenditure on the recurrent account (to finance Government 
Ministries, unrealistic pay increases for public servants, etc.) 

and for importing more goods than the country can afford, instead of 
increasing local production and productivity. 


In the case of Grenada, the IMF loan will be used to finance capital 
development projects, which will generate more jobs and increase rea] 
wealth, with which to repay the loan. 


CSO: %3298/081 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


REVIEW OF BANANA-GROWING SITUATION; PROBLEMS PERSIST 


GRENADA 


Castries THE WEEKEND VOICE in English 8 Oct 83 WINBAN 25th Anniversary 


Supplement p 22 


[Text] 


AT present Grenada 
contributes approxi- 
mately 10 per cent of 
the total banana ezx- 
ports from the four 
Windward Islands. 
And despite a conti- 


stry. 
In 1981, Grenada ex- 
11,201 tons of 
nanas valued at 
$9,872,056 compared 
to 9,835.8 tons in 
1982 valued at 
$8,942,723.97 — a 
drop of 12 per cent. 
In an exclusive inter- 
view, acting General 
Manager of the 
Grenada Banana Co- 
operative Society 


CSO: %3298/081 


GBCS) Anthony 
Isaac explained that 
Grenada's fall in out- 
se in 1962 had been 
gely influenced by 
circumstances in 
1981 which included 
an a and sus- 
_ drop in 


pre Son 
tate 4 ion by an 
unusual erratic 
Green Market Price 
(GMP), a worsening 
of the availability of 
farm labour, growing 
input costes and a pro- 
gressive erosion of 
growers confidence 
in the crop as a reli- 
able income source. 


According to General 


Manager, ‘‘the net 
effect of these factors 
has been a chronic 
inattention to hus- 


Mr Isaac said that 


‘‘despite the low re- 
turns, banana 
growers had access 
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to a number of incen- 
tive paywnents which 
were related to prac- 
tices to enhance fruit 
=. These inclu- 
, 0.25 cents per 
pound for dehanded 
fruit, 0.5 cents per 
pound for sleeved 
fruit, 1.0 cents per 
pound for deflowered 
fruit and 4.0 cents 
per pound for quali- 
fied field packers’. 


The GBCS General 


Manager admits that 
their target for field 


og & Ay 
been slow but he 
notes that the 


farmer who field 
pecks his bananas 
and meets the pre- 
scribed quality stan- 
dards receives a total 
incentive and premi- 
um payment of 7.7 
cents per pound over 
and above the pre- 
vailing price to non- 
field packers. 








GUADELOUPE 


COUNCIL REJECTS ‘TRANSFER OF RESPONSIBILITIES’ BILL 
Pointe-a-Pitre FRANCE-ANTILLES in French 29 Sep 83 p 3% 


[Text] The Regional Council held a marathon session on Tuesday evening, when 
the full assembly met to examine the bill on transferring responsibilities as 
part of the law on decentralization. And so as not to break the rule, chairman 
Moustache was nearly three-quarters of an hour late in opening the meeting. In 
his introduction, he defined the problem facing the council members--they were 
to give a detailed opinion concerning the bill. The chairman then gave a brief 
review of the council's activity, recalling that the Regional Assembly's mis- 
sion is to plan and implement the region's social, cultural, and economic de- 
velopment. 


The council began its work last March, and about 1,500 people responded to the 
call. The result was that it came up with the outline of a regional plan with- 
out even knowing whether the funds for carrying it out would be provided. 


So Tuesday's session was a working meeting of considerable importance. It was 
a matter of examining the bill down to its smallest details and making sure 
that it would be beneficial. It was also a matter of obtaining maximum funds 
in order to take on the mission of development, the danger being that the re- 
sponsibilities would exist without the necessary funds. Moustache then dis- 
cussed the problems that would not fail to arise as a result of the govern- 
ment’s decision to close down the sugar unit in Beauport. 


The planned closing of the mill took up a good portion of the assembly's time. 
In the chairman's opinion, the Regional Council could not meet on the very day 
on which it learned of the decision without discussing it. "The closing of 
Beauport could well be the detonator of a series of social crises,” and chair- 
man Moustache explained the capital importance to our economy of the sugargrow- 
ing basin in the north, which is the most homogeneous in Guadeloupe. His anal- 
ysis took into accout the constraints represented by the distribution of land, 
the situation of the small planters, and the damage done by the drought. De- 
spite those highly catastrophic circumstances, the chairman remains convinced 
that {f all the parties involved assume their responsibilities, it will be 
possible to straighten out the situation. He then denounced those who had made 
the decision to shut down the unit, because “no decision concerning the Beauport 
mill can be made in haste." Such measures will lead to the economic and social 
decline of that zone in northern Grande-Terre. The government must therefore 


a 











assume ite responsibility by calling national solidarity into play. And the 
regional chairman at once proposed that the council approve a motion condemn- 
ing the Beauport closing and ask the government to keep and respect its commit- 
ments. 


The next item was the examination of the text of the bill, and there were no 
surprises in the debate, The assembly adopted very definite positions for or 
against the bill. Speaking on behalf of the Communiat group, Plerre-Justin set 
the tone. His group was favorable toward the bill but deplored numerous imper- 
fections in the text, which he sald showed some desire to innovate but failed 
to tare several aspects of the question into account, Moreover, he said, the 
responsibilities of each of the assemblies needed to be clearly specified. 


The nest speaker was Deputy Kadras, who developed legal arguments. Like Bernier 
and Mrw Michauz-Chevry, he stressed the need for a separation of the two assem- 
biles, not only in terms of their responsibilities but also in terms of their 


funds. In the case of the Regional Counctl, those funds must come from the na- 
tional yovernment, not from the department. The Departmental Assembly must not 
ie “atripped” to benefit the region; instead, funds must be transferred from 


the national government to the region. On the basia of political--and particu- 
larly subtle--arguments, Lucten Bernier said that the debate should not even be 
concerned any longer with questions of responsibilities and how to share them. 
le said that instead, discussion concerning the stagnation of the economy was 


the paramount issue, 


Lucette “ichaux-Cheyry stressed the problem's financial aspects and asked that 
the taxpayer be protected and not be made to bear the burden of the transfer of 
responstoilities. She said that the General Council had already had to make up 
for the national government's failure to act, notably by assuming responsibil- 
ity for the deficit at SOSUMAC. 


There is not enough money for both assemblies, and the department must not be 
plundered to benefit the region. The text should therefore be examined by a 
general committee, 


When the meeting resumed, Councilor Esdras said that “the text is contrary to 
the law, to decentralization, and to the interests of the Guadeloupians.” He 
asked that the assembly reject the bill entirely instead of going over it ar- 
ticle by article. Saving 2 hours of debate, without attempting to amend the 
text, would demonstrate the assembly's clearly unfavorable opinion. In her 
speech, Mra Michauz-Chevry pointed out that the text had been rejected by the 
councilors in Prench Culana. A motion was then made. It repeated the arguments 
developed by Deputy Padras--that is, that the bill violates the law, that it 
does not comply with the principles of decentralization, and that the funds for 
the region must come from the national government. The government bill was 
thus rejected by a vote of 21 to 18. 


We note that the councilors on the left--Socialists and Communists together-- 
have {esued a resolution asking the government to prevent the closing of the 
heauport mill. 


11/794 
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GUADELOUPE 





BRIEFS 


CONSUMER PRICK INDEX UP--The consumer price tndex for Guadeloupe rose by 9.4 
percent in August 1983, This moderate rise was due to a combination of four 
factors: 1) the pause in energy fuel prices; 2) the moderate increase in food 
prices or the seasonal drop in fruit and vegetable prices, which was offset by 
higher meat and fish prices; 3) the higher cost of services and interurban road 
transportation, which have undergone their second price hike since the price 
freeze ended (road transportation 1# up by 7.5 percent since the start of the 
year and by 21.8% percent over the past 12 months); and 4) the increased cost of 
manufactured products due to the higher tariff on vehicles (up 1.8 percent) and 
higher prices for clothing and accessories ‘up 1.7 percent), the prices of 
which are influenced by the dollar rate. [Text] [Pointe-a-Pitre FRANCE-ANTILLES 
in French 24 Sep 83 p 1) 11798 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


BRIEFS 


DIPLOMATIC APPOINTMENTS--The Information and Press Directorate of the 
Honduran Foreign Relations Secretariat has announced the following appoint- 
ments: Fernando Martinez ‘imenez, ambassador to Brazil; Manuel Lopez Luna, 
ambassador to the EEC; Paisicia Licona, minister-adviser and alternate 
representative to the OAS; Roberto Flores Bermudez, minister-adviser and 
alternate representative to the United Nations; Julio Rendon, minister- 
adviser to the Honduran Embassy in the United States; Juan Alberto Lara Bueso, 
foreign secretariat senior officer; Julio Garcia, Foreign Secretariat legal 
adviser, and Gustavo Milla, adviser to the Honduran Embassy in Nicaragua. 
lfext|] | PA231945 Tegucigalpa Domestic Service in Spanish 1130 GMT 18 Oct 
4H} PAI 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


JAMAICA 


PNP'S PATTERSON DISCUSSES POLITICAL AFFILIATION ISSUE 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 1 Oct 83 pp l, 8 


[Text } 


‘The most basic and fundamental requirement tor our 
recovery is tor all Jamacans, irrespective of their 
political allegiance and sypmpathies, to be inspired by 
purposes that are patriotic of the country and support- 
we ot jamana,” according to Mr. P. J. Patterson, 
former Depury Prime Minister in the PNP Admumstra- 
fon 

Mr Patterson was speaking at the North Sr 
Andrew Kiwanis Club dinner Thursday might at Horel 
hour Seasons, Kingston He asked whether Jamaicans 
would ever come to the realization that they represent 
one nanon and one people, and not two parties or two 


mibes 


“Jamaica cannot overcome its fundamental prob- 
lems until the people are ready to cross the great 
political divide. We can make no lasting progress unless 
ac remove the barner of partisan separation,” Mr. 
Patrerson said. 


He stressed that he was nor asking for the removal 
of the two-party system, but that the people should 
recognize that the country was bigger than the parties. 
To achveve this, Mr. Parrerson said there were other 
orrectise behaviour patterns required. The political 
ccaders should not discredit their country abroad when 


out ot ottwe then call tor evervbody to put Jamaica 
ahen thes have won the elections “tt must be 
limmaica tiest whether vou are in or out, he added. 

ble alsa spo ot the Janger or secking to ise redit 
Certinn Aunonal insetunons such as the ¢ hurch, ludicta- 
rs and Security Force. He sand that when one soughr to 
lise reat nstirucions of the leadership, one was 
eroding the contidence ot the people in the institutions 
indi in the wountrs 


first 


Muse 


CSO: 3298/082 
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VIK. PATTERSON APPLAUDED the peace et- 
torts by the leaders ot the country and pointed to 
certain steps which must be taken in order that such 
ettorts should not be im vain. First. he saw the need to 
remove some of the underi:ing causes winich have 
created political tension, tor example. the paucits of 
scarce resources and the teeling im certain sections of 
the community that one could only surmise if his parts 
succeeded of was condemned to gradual death ut his 
parts lost the elections 

He cailed tor more trank and trequenr political 
dialogue between polunal parties On important issues 
like the tight agains drug use and crime. Mr. Patterson 
also identitied the role of community groups. which 
had supporters of both political camps among their 
membership, and which should speak our for what wus 
right, condemning wrong, irrespective of who did it. 

The torce ot public op:nion and irresistiole moral 
pressure, in his view, must create 4a social sanction 
which would oblige every political representaine to 
make the peace efforts work and not to pay mere lip- 
Service. 

Atrer the many vears famamans must tace the 
reality that the problems could nor be solved by waving 
a magic wand nor by any act of political wizardry. Mr. 
Patrerson said that Jamaica could only overcome its 
woes Dv leadership that combined vision with a sense of 
realism. 3 society that was prepared to sacntice now if 
it expected to reap later, and a people who understood 
that progress would entail hardships bur remain deter- 
mined to treat the temporary obsracies as the stepping 
stones fo the promuse of a future destiny 

The dinner was highlighted by the induction of 
seven new Kiewanians bv President, Ur Rov Pennanr 











COUMTRY SECTION 


MANLEY CHARGES JLP ADIINISTRATION WITH FAILURE 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 13 Sep 83 ppl, 2 


[Text } 


Opposition Leader Michael Manley has charged 
that the JLP Government has failed the people of 
Jamas because thew concepts and strategies were 
wrong, and that it had begun to destroy even the big 
people of the country. 

“We are in the deepest imaginable trouble. if you 
are a tarmer you've been sacrificed on the altar of 
political expediency,” he said 

Addressing on Sunday at Vauxhall Secondary 
Schoo! in Kingston, the annual constituency conference 
ot Kingston East Central, of which he 1s the Member of 
Parliament, Mr. Manley told his supporters that the 
policies the Government pursued in November 1980 
were “cheap, taw politics.” 


He said that when they looked at all the gains 
which he said were made by the farming community, 
the decision was taken to allow a flood of goods to 
come in from abroad, taking away the protection and 
exposing the Jamaican farmers to a competition that 
they could not handle because of their size. 

“Thev said that whes we called for sacnfice to 
protect those farmers, it vas mismanagement bur it was 
not mismanagement, it w 6 strategy, Mr. Manley said. 

Declaring that no on in Jamaica could silence him 
trom talking the truth, Mr. Manley said that he had 
once said that even if Jamaica discovered oil and had all 
the toregn exchange in the world, the PNP would nor 
telax of give up certain controls to keep out some of 
the luxury goods entering Jama.ca, so that che small 
businessman could survive. 

He said that many had cursed and abused him for 
making the statement but time had proven him right, 
“hecause they did not tynd orl, they thought President 
Reagan was an oil well” 

“Ke are back to square one. The Government 
strategy 16 wrong and cannot work because it is based 
upon that kind of contempt for the Jamaican people,” 
he said. “! don't come here to tell you that the 
Government is a wicked set of people, | am willing to 
give them all the benefit of the doubt.” 

The Government was failing, he said, because their 
strategies and concepts were wrong and could not work 
for the Jamascan people. “They mash up the smail 
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people first and the strategy is beginning to mash up 
even big man,” Mr. Manley said. ; 

Bank of jamaica statistics, said Mr. Manley, 
showed that the national debt was $2.8 billion adding 
that the strategies of the Goverment were so “catastro- 
phic” that in six months of this year they had lost $643 
million in trade while in the last year of the PNP 
administration it had only lost $300 miilion. 

MR. MANLEY ACCUSED THE GOVERNMENT 
of allowing the tounst industry to be expenencing ali 
kinds of pressure as a result of the parallel market rate 
of exchange, stating that it was the industry which was 
supposed to save the country but was now being 
strangled to death by the strategy of the Government. 

He said that the Prime Minister was so desperate 
that he had “gone to trouble the Coat of Arms” and 
thar Mr. Seaga wanted to change the crocodile to a 
mongoose 

“| chink the Prime Minister has found himself in a 
stat¢ of virtual contusion,” he added. 

There was a propaganda that was being circulated 
that because of the economic situation, the PNP had 
betrer not win the clection since they did not know 
how the party was going to clean up the mess, he told 
his cheering constiments. 

Mr. Manley dismissed this as a “ridiculous argu- 
ment” because the longer the PNP lete the country un- 
mobilised, the worse and worse the situation was going 
to get. That argument sounded to him, Mr. Maniev 
suid, as if « was a horse-race and somebody advised 
that the horse be pulled back and give up the race. 

“Bur ijearn this, this jockey 1s nor pulling back the 
horse and giving up the race. This horse 1s going to 
win,” he declared. 

Jamana’s problem was not only an economic 
problem, he remarked, bur it was also a political 
problem where the people needed to be mobilised 
around certain programmes such as co-operatives, land 
retorm and land-lease. 

“Right now the country needs to be mobilised to 
accept that we keep certain things our tor the time 
being so that our tarmers can grow or otherwise he will 
have fo starve or come to Kingston to compete with 
Aingstomians for jobs,” Mr. Manley said. 

On the enumeration of voters, he urged the youth 
fo get enumerated and suppress their tears abour the 
process and that they should ger politically educated to 
understand why they had to struggic. 

He stated that he knew thar there was a reluctance 
on the part of the youth to get enumerated, bur “if vou 
back awav because you have a doubt, what you are 
doing in al! vour bitter fear today, 1s you re condemning 
vourselt to a bitter tomorrow.” 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


VITAL IMPORTS GET BUDGET BOOST AS TRADE IS ASSESSED 
$110-Million Infusion 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 30 Sep 83 pp 1, 15 


[Text] The Minister of Industry and Commerce, the Hon. Douglas Vaz, 
announced last night that the foreign exchange budget for vital imports 
such as raw materials, spare parts and capital goods had been increased 


rrceé q 


by USS110 million following a "crucial" review of import licences. 


Some US$1,225 million had been allocated to the foreign exchange budget 
{n June when fresh measures to safeguard the economy were unveiled by 
Prime Minister Edward Seaga; this was increased yesterday to US$1,335 
million. 


The Minister also announced that importers will now be able to get 20 per 
cent of their quotas for 1984 in the form of advances so that by January 
the annual problem of obtaining licences would not recur for the first 
quarter of the year. 


Mr. Faz, on his return from Washington on Tuesday where the Prime Minister 
is now attending a meeting of the International Monetary Fund (IMF), took 
"full charge” of a Ministerial team assigned to review the allocation of 
licences and quotas, a situation which resulted in the return of licences 
to a “handful” of importers who through their organisations, the Jamaica 
Manufacturers Association and the Jamaica Exporters Association, protested 


this move on Wednesday. 


In an interview with the GLEANER last night, Mr. Vaz said that the review 
was completed Wednesday night and for the first time his Ministry and the 


Trade Administrator's Deparment had ce. Mir. Vaz told the Gleaner. 
ip to date information on imports up to PERFORMANCE OF EACH IM.- 
Seprember 22 this sear PORTER in respect of quotas and 
The computerisation at the Trade licences issued presious!s and the utill- 
\uministrator Department was now sation against these had been examined. 
umpleted with imtormation on exports, Mr. Vaz said that during the exercise it 
imparts. Inences and quotas issued ted was discovered thar there were large 
informe computer guantines of un-utilised and under-ut- 

“| have personaliv taken over the ised quotas and licences. 

cxenwe (9 Ir tO reconciic where we “We intend to take back these guo- 
are aginst the revised foreign exchange tas and licences and apportion them to 


hudact issued bv the Ministry of Finan- 
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other umporers «ho necd and can 
sine thom. Ste Vaz said 

ks of vesterday, the process Of call 
NK IN importers to inform them of the 
ronfings of (he review ommenced and 
sould contnuc une! the end of next 
week, dunng ahuh ome “crtual 
es wend he meued Ur Vas sted 

Simultancous with the exercise, Mr 
Vas sand. there would be the merodus 


wen 


non of a New esteem whah he de 


.obed as the hesr thing that ever 
nuppened to the importing Cortmunits 
ble sand hae the I rade Koad would o¢ 
POCUNE Quotas sd IM Co aLainer 1984 
juotas bv Oktoner so hat importers 
aculd feel secure in the anowledge that 
r would be husiness a6 usual, departing 
trom fast “traumatic eaperictces at he 
emoning of cach vou 

bormer's cat) fret quarter of tne 
caf Aad con ffraugnt with ‘rsumdtie 
rxperiences in terms of the tardiness if 
‘he iseurtig OF inectecs 400 Quotas, al- 
caine the mmporter to lose a ios of 

Me ire now allowing the importer 
fey Sia atiel Mert pyar ke the end of the 

Seat wece “ae 1 he Sie 10 Sed 

the umparter that he can get 20 per 
cont of his quota tor 1984 Dased on 
Quotas allow ited mn 19K) anile "cw ONncs 
ifc Peng tinaliwed, Me sand 

Nir Vaz said that the review was 
proceeding smoothly as there were in- 
tances where “we had voluntary surren- 
ders of leernces because the holders 
were toid of the 1994 advances 

IN OTHER INDUSTRIAL 
MATTERS, the [MIA has cailed 4 
special Meeting of ifs members for next 
Secdnesday (0 Mave Munulacturers air 
‘her complaints on matrers such as 
jUOTANS and ‘«ences. ¢ aR IC OM race 
and CARICOM eucnange rates, the 
Fxport Development Fund EDP, and 
the patalle! viarect 


Shearer on 


The manutacturers will also be asked 

fo wom thew pians tor export deve 
coment, a release trom the [MA said 
-estersay 

\ccording the release, the execume 

ot the maunutacturers lobby. convened 2 
pecial meeting Tuesday last in response 
to urgent calls trom 32 number of mem- 
hers complaning abour the retusa! ot 
the Trade Admunuserator to process |i- 
come applaations at the time 

The [MA mmpressed upon the Min 
om of Industry and Commerce the 
poghe of the Complaining manutacturers 
and the President was assured that on 
ro 4UDMmIMON, the applnations would 
he processed. the release said. it added 
however that based on intormation 
seulabdie to the IMA some of the re- 
supmitted lwences had been approved 

(ompiaints addressed at the exec- 
unse mecting. the release noted, showed 
that members were quite contused by 
ether 4 ack Of imtormation or by what 
sppeare} to be contletng intormatior 
out of tne Trade Administrator's De- 
parement 

“Thes were ansious not only abour 
the shas: term licence situation. but also 
about the longer term as thes could nor 
Lontunuc 10 Operate aitnout pisnning Js 
ad hoy operations were now prohibit. 
cls costly, the release said. 

The release turther stated rhar all the 
members were comcerned about the 
outcome ot both the private sector and 
Imer goverment meetings concerning 
CARICOM trade and exchange rates. 
Thes were abso pressing tor intormarion 
regarcirg the FDE and disgruntied 
shout the paralilei marker transaction. 3 
comeeguence of whan was the “escala- 
non Of production Costs . muxing do- 
mesticsliy manusactured products ven 
CuAPeENnsisc. . 

The meeting of the manufacturers 1s 
cr tor Wednesda» at 2.6) p.m. in the 


a co 
pM46 toard room 


Illegalities 





Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 1 Oct 83 pil 
tas EPUTY PRIME MINISTER the Rt. Hon 

Hugh Shearer told a Maritime Week banquet 
last night that “bureaucratic delays” complained 
of by the business sector were largely caused by 








“the large scale of illegal practices in imports 
and exports by some businessmen.” 


Mr. Shearer, who 1s also Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign 
Trade, was speaking at the Jamaica Pegasus Hotel at a banquet and citation 
ceremony, one of the highlights of Maritime Week. 


The Deputy Prime Minister said the 
egal practices include the importation 
ot goods talsely as “no tunds gifts”; and 
the non-return of foregn exchange 
carnings out of the sale of export goods. 
Continuation of the practices could lead 
tO grave comseqguences, he said. 

Ar the ourser Mr. Shearer linked 
trade union and political development 
with the growth of maritime activity 
and went on to sav: 

“As we mark Mantime Week, | am, 
of course, aware ot complaints in the 
business sector that bureaucratic delays 
are contributing to the problems of 
doing business of all kinds, and in 
particular chat these bureaucratic delays 
are slowing down the passage of goods 
through the ports and causing an escala- 
non in the cost of pert services. 

“| regard this Occasion 3s an appro- 
priate opportunity to make the pornr 
that a great deal ot what is descnbed as 
“bureaucrat delay” 1s caused by the 
large sale of sllegal practices im imports 
and exports by some businessmen. It is 
in an eftorr to deal with chese vaneries 
of egal practices in import and export 
transactions, thar the Government has 
been obliged cto institute additional ar- 
rangernents to Counter these illegalites. 
The establishment of the “seripping 
stanon” to examine contents of con- 
tuners bringing goods imro Jamaica ts 
one example. Hiegal practices also in- 
clude the importanon of goods talsely 
as “no tunds gitts” tor which millions ot 


U.S. Dollars and other toreign currency 


.are being taken our of the country s 


toreign exchange carnings to pay. 

ILLEGAL PRACTICE includes 
non-return of foreign exchange earnings 
out of sale of export goods in which 
hard-earned and borrowed foreign ex- 
change 1s invested tor production. 

The route to economic recovery is 
by increased production and productisi- 
ty and marketing and observance of 
legal practices. The indulgence in illegal 
import and export practices will lead to 
ruin and very grave consequences. 

| urge all persons in all categones in 
the Maritime Sector, including port 
workers, superv.sory, managerial, cleri- 
cal, personnel, to take a positive interest 
in this grave problem and use vour 


‘position at the Water-tront in oftices 


and on docks to assist to eradicate the 
destructive, illegal activities in your own 
interest and the national imterest. 

. The measures taken by the govern- 
ment are not simply for the pleasure of 
catching wrong doers, but in order to 
prorect the very economic life-blood of 
the Jamaican economy. 

Ir is in the interest of every Jamaican. 
Indeed, it 1s the responsibility of every 
Jamaican to assist the relevant bodies to 
eradicate these iilegal practices which 
are damaging the national economic 
recovery efforr and endangering the 
stability of our Institutions and the 
preservation of rhe social and economic 
gains our of 45 years of struggle. 


Widening Trade Deficit 
Kingston THE SUNDAY GLEANER in English 2 Oct 83 p 1C 
[Article by Raymond Forrest] 


[Text] Aggravated by poor economic results the Jamaian economy has been under 


continuous pressure so tar in 1983. Nowhere 1s this more apparent chan in the 
country’s visible trade tigures over the tirst hait of 1983. A look ar the latest values 
show 4 very disappointing tirst half pertormance as despite a mse in imports over 
1982, exports have fallen drastically which has produced a widening of rhe already 
perennial trade deticit. 


BLOW torts to improve on this are exports talling bur im- million over Jan-July 1983 


Ir must be a vad blow most vital area of the ports are mucn higher. Ex- compares untavourably 
to the Government's et- country’s life, as not only port values of JS$616 with $678 million in 1982, 
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on on 19%2, $1.24 bil 
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1979 ‘nm percentage fig 
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gives 4 trade defi 
544° mioinon over 


’ y? 
the firse half of 1983 


A? figure identaty 
ger than that of ja 
boas exports over the 

j j ‘ nonth wy) 
494 () if 
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, iA ery ll eape 7, 199 
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44 a teed 
{ yorhis reductio 
f ne arr 

- , the lower sales of 
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bauaite in 1984 and the 
‘i n (CARICOM trade 
juring the early months of 
this year as Barbados and 
Trinidad & Tobago ‘Ja 
macas largest markets 
took retaliatory acnon 
against Jarnaica’s introduc. 
non ot the parallel rate ot 
exchange for some of its 
import Notwithstandng 
this imports have risen ap- 
preciaDly, a% evidenced in 
the above values 


FINANCE 

The question i$ posed 
of how long can we con 
tinue to tinance this trade 
deficit as well as the usual 
feticst on the services side 
of the current account) 
with capital intlows and 
Oans’ 

Further drastic actions 
may untortunately have to 
he undertaken. In june 
when the Prame Minister, 
me Kr Hon tdward Sea- 
Zi, announced additional 
economic measures, US 
$150 million was lopped 
ott the Import Budget tor 
1993/44 in the areas of 
consumer and = capital 


goods bow effective this 
proves in slowing the trade 
deticit will only be seen at 
the end of 1983 when the 
relevant figures are com- 
piled and tabulated 
LOANS 

Loans in this region of 
the world are also much 
more difticult to negonarte 
at present time and the 
Jarnaican economy has not 
shown the financial recov- 
ery that would encourage 
investors and foreign oak 
ers to plough much new 
capital into the economy. 

Tne low par value of 
the Jamaican currency 1s 
also closely related to the 
nation’s poor trade perfur- 
mance and the rising exter- 
nal debt. An external debe 
that is being added to con- 
tinuously given the cuun- 
trys inability to check the 
need tor toreign credit on 
a large scale in all areas. 
Lp to the end of June 
1945. the external debe 


end ot 197%, $1.49 billion 
at the end of 1980, $) 449 
hilhion at the end of 195] 
and $2.376 milion at the 
end ot Sept. 1982. In tact 
almost of 9O"% increase in 
over three vears without 
any commensurate increase 
in productivity in the econ. 
omy although certain ex- 
ternal artears have been 
paid off 
COPE 


Ail of this must give 
those in control of the 
nation’s finances a sinking 
feeling over their ability to 
cope. How long will it be 
before Jamaica begins to 
take tangible steps to earn 
ifs OWN way In something 
what maybe only soothsay- 
ers and foretellers can 
boldly stare’ 

Over the next six 
months of this vear one 
can only hope that the 
import cuts that “cre en- 
torced and 4 vigorous 
burst in exports will help 


was J$2.4 billion, which to reduce the severity of 
can be compared with this rade gap. The country 
$452 million at the end of 1% Certainly not in a posi- 
1977, $1.138 billion ar the non 10 do worse. 


Vas Interview 


GLEANER in English 2 Oct 83 pp 9, 15A 


view with Douglas Vaz, minister 
fate and place not given] 


he Minister of Industry and 

Commerce, Mr. Douglas Vaz, 
has been hammering home a mes- 
sage to businessmen since he took 
up the reigns of his important and 
often mis-understood Ministry — 
“get out there and export.” This 
message has gained added momen- 
tum in recent months in the face of 
a serious foreign exchange crisis and 
a resultant parallel market arrange- 


oO 
~- 


»f Industry and Commerce, by Winston 


ment on the one hand and with 
potential opportunities that can 
flow from the Reagan-inspired Bill, 
the Caribbean Basin Initiative, on 
the other. 


H: Ministry has come under increas- 
ing attack from the productive and 
mercantile sectors, large and small. But he 
has weathered the storm very well, aways 
appearing defiance and intolerant of whom 
he calls the “belly-achers”, while recogni- 
sing the need for a structural adjustment 


of the Jamaican mentality. ; 














G6 | °! producers have benefitted consider- 

ably from the parallel market arrange- 
ment introduced by the Government to safeguard 
the economy because it has provided a bias in 


their favour,” he declares. 

F veers how he arrived at this conclusion, Mr. 
Vaz said the local producer was allowed to bring 

in some of his raw matenals and capital goods at the 

otticial rate of exchange, whereas other imponers of 

third market goods were forced to bring these in at the 

parallel market rate. 


A \ \ } hat concerns him, Mr. Vaz says is that the 
economic slippage resulting from the cutback 
in the foreign exchange budget is going to militate 
against positive growth but the Government is trying to 
do everything to ensure that this is not aggravated. 
|: an interview with the Gleaner, touching on a 
wide range of topics relating to his Ministerial 
Porttolio, Mr. Vaz said that particular attention had to 
be paid to the allocation of funds to ensure that such 
tunds as were available went ro the nght sectors. 
66 I: this frivolous IMporter wants tO get upset, then 
he can get upset; but we have to ensure that 


persons getting the funds are senous importers of 
serious merchandise,” he added. 


Quota system \ 


ouching on the quota system which hinges on the 

allocation of foreign exchange resources, Mr. 
Vaz said a comprehensive review was now underway at 
the Trade Administrator's Departments geared at stream- 
lining the licensing regime. 


he problem with the quota system was that the 
foreign exchange budget was slashed by $150 
milhon im June, at which wme the Trade Board had 
granted quotas based on the ongynal foreign exchange 


budget. 


66 hat 1s being done now 13 a detailed review 
of where the individual importers are vis- 


a-vis thew actual imports for the year. You can’t adjust 
a quota unless you know whar is the utilisation against 
them. We have to be looking at the licences granted 


against quotas,” the Minister said. 
: lheences granted through the Expon Development 
(EDF) and quota-free importers with a compari: 

son of their performances in 1982. 


Mercantile 


xamination was also being carried out on the 


r. Vaz explained that the end result of this 
exercise would be that consumer goods, espe- 
cially non-essentials, would not be receiving prioriry 





treatment, nowng that despite a nouce sent out a few 
weeks ago to this effect, some importers failed to 
understand the extent of the cnsis and that the prionty 
had to be raw matenals and capital goods. 


66 ¢ have to look at capital goods in the light 


of a budget cut im thes area to determine 
what is required to ensure development and not just 
bringing in capital goods in the non-essential category,” 
he said. Expressing amazement that some people still 
wanted to continue business as usual in a mercantile 
way in the face of the foreign exchange crs, Mr. Vaz 
observed that the answer to the foreign echange crisis 
was to desist trom trading. 


\X } hat is your recommendation to 
these persons who merely want 


to trade? 


Pe wanted to change from one consumer goods 
to another rather than setting their sights down on 
how to adjust business pattern to comply with the 
national pnonty which 1s producing for exports. Strict 
importers of mercantile goods have gor to change their 
bias to use his capital and go into a business with the 
deliberate purpose of generating foreign exchange, 
which generation may assist one day in allowmg him to 
go back to mercantilism. This 1s a structural adjustment 
of the Jamaican mentality. No structural adjustment of 
the economy can contnue unless you structure the 


entrepreneural mentality. 
Complaints 
B« many enterpreneurs are com- 
plaining that they don’t have the 


wherewithal to do what you’re sug- 
gesting. :, 


“eo 


ome entrepreneurs are doing extremely well along 

this line. My only regrer is that they are hampered 
by some of the tools required for their forward 
movement such as the EDF. It doesn’t mean thar 
because all rhings are nor cleared all at once, then you 
can't go ahead. | have time for the people who are 
going ahead. | don't have time for the belly-achers 
who'll not get nd of it. 


A" Lines of Credit still available? 


easily usable because they require a short term 
payment and that is net possible mght now. It’s the 
longer term lines of credit that are being used. 


Y: Bur the short term Lines of Credit are nor 


hese are Government to Govern- 
ment credits? 











ra o NIDCO has covered only two 
Jsubsectors? 


o the short term lines of credi' | , 


originate from private institu. yf ar sctionns. and Footwear. The 
tions? he ioorwear bene eroduced has unerave 


A TINGINE | IM dated , ,¢ Nese “aor 
hese are commercial houses, some based n , A Alain (ht j ; ‘vt 
England and the United Seates. The lines are 14! = . a 4 quad mf * Gini 

days credit and are considered too short. The paralic ; ee me age CSS. por a | FOO 
market has provided a release from this ne to Countr . m4 RIO CANES IN Ihe Age . stk Cia 
‘© country ones of credit and f you feaily examine B dBe 
they used to grouse that the lines of credit wer 
extremely expensive. Now if you check out the cost o val 4 pome of the jamana PF aport 
a line of credit in 1982 and check out the cost of che rai PIP ANY MEW FOIE AG A att (Pasting 
parallel market, you ll find that they are not very ta SEAN WHETE IT WAS IAVGIVEG If (he Business Of export 
and vet sail everybody 6 COSTING OF the hasis of the i he facing ver (he agticultutal eaports former's 
parallel narket : inaged tw ft Vricuitural Muarnenng ( orporanor 
fy fix 5 a: ‘/ canoer Anetner 
NIDCO successful HTC could recommence working on exporting Byp- 
f Vas Said 
sked about the state of the Export Developmen 
Fund and «whether new funds were coming in to ; J would a worm with emai! Sula turer 
the bund. “ie. Vaz said new funds were on stream but vd He i Pave TF fy 1% peel freer 
they were awaiting te compleronm of the Bank o KGS OVETSE AS we unere jet A One 
Jurmaina % eg linushment of the jampaic an contnburon rr mrtrnt rf C CxpPor rive ne ager si 
the EDF When that was complete the new fund en purunder the umbprelia of the jamana Commodity 
would flow in from the World Bank to beet up th: ing Coporation because the same management 
Fob ePertise GEevelor por og needed to be dove 
exports of freee 


smming ro the Structural Adjustment of the fama: 
an Economy (SAJ|t, programme, Mr. Vaz sax 
rsar f wds ON farget 4S Tar as the industry arix 


comme:ce aspects were concerned but what worre ris tity rtf pr,le i, 7 
him was that the cutback m the foreign exchany ; ric tl Capo a sted Organisation bork 
af 'p reat th AS 8) 

idget would militate against positive growth. rercuitural produce and industrial products. he said 


ne National Industrial Development Company 
NIDCO, was set up to ensure that the SA|t 
programme was administered along the lines prescribed 
Mir Vaz said, describing it as the “most successful 
Government agency 50 far ne DART dca has gone through with Guvar. 


ow is the barter arrangement 
going under JCTC? 


Af a. é al i ae i ‘ ‘fy; Exar’ ott art 2000 wf 

hat has NIDCO done for the 0" 0% (6 Govina is Paving a probiem now 
. . + ‘A ‘* | . a re anal eiaakd nr s * \eter » 10y0F 
productive sector to date? lle The moror sehicle haner hes gom 


s vou know it is respensible for developing rhe 
A seven subsector. [ne responses to footwear and ré vou thinking of bartering oth- 
urniture have been exce r j as s wm. 
j ave ¢ ) @€xe llene. The hinishes and c er commodities 
Quality of furniture thar we are now able to produce a: 
a result of the rechnicat assistance from NIDCO anc 


GIMCO of the Unired States have been spectacular . ii a rv " ton hese 
The recent workshon where ue broughr down ! + ° “ 7  abagg " oo 
experts to demonstrare -ow to correct the flaws wc” a soc maset. Karter fas cer ; " no caci 7 
found mm immial smipments has made a remarkable ) ) —— ies 
dit’erence The experts are now finding what we are ™ 


an you respond to the complaint 
: ae sto iusaun that JCTC is not supplying the 
leruhe mange bee trade with the required volume of 
moe formulations that appiy to the Jumber? 


‘ ‘ ‘ ‘sn ‘ 
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[Importation of lumber 


N re vou giving consideration to 

allowing the Hardware Mer- 
chants Association to revert to im- 
porting lumber on their own? 
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here is the contention that 

freight rates are much too high 
for the Jamaican exporter compared 
to his competitors. Ate you e€xamin- 
ing this area? 


, 6 ba! j wf? (Ot UF gr va friar sta ytert are 
1 ster Of reworking vour costing and 
4 yl a c y? 4 ) > WA ‘or i , the 
r r ) f C°sC 4 ‘ r Are ‘ve gre a - 
7 
ould that not mean an added 
‘ 7 - 
cost to the recipient? 
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1 rite , Z nog ‘tf; end d ° Ag ae yo" 4 Na *- id 
;4 , °"4 r Se rsor rhe 6 6° “ve vy | “". 4 + 
‘fe f ery? 4 ; ing ‘rie (romnt ‘Pia’ . a hc - $4 s 
- , ’ yOu ih Viftererer Aare 69) ‘ f are 
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hat sort of incentive exists for 
* 
the exporter? 
4 a ’ r ‘-“e Pha “Zrer Tre de an Od 
tr j j Le one Of ‘re. dy an Fe ; “£6 
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s ‘v ’ id ated exe rine a mporart 7 ng 14 ‘7 ‘- ; 
yf ‘- ‘ . yu 7 9 ) ng . © "ry export 4° + exe (ye 


he exporter has to pay the JNEC 

for market intelligence informa- 
tion they require. Isn't this a bit too 
much? 
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the ground that the unformes 


they needed ume tor it (to tame 


Or { OmyD erry hecause anrat 
r comes tO Grugs, im particuiar 
‘ neraed to treat whe-saving 
nary drugs, he said 


, elaborated thar he told the Chamber 


f tnevy were using the rate oT 
he cause the quoted rate was 

sing as set by the Danks jf 
es inv lama 4 ie ided NOt fo 


the rates must tall, Mr Vaz 


iff de yon that the nationai 


hetore the personal interest and 
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the rates could only come frorr 
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rhe 


nonal interest. The people who 
are downg evervthing in rherr 
rates 2 higher and higher . 
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hen do you think that there 
will be a slowdown of price 
increases? 


ow has the consumer hotline 
been working? 
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“ThE top leadership of 
the Peooes National Par- 
ty neaded by Mr. Michael 
Uanes a Prendent were 
returned 10 office unop- 
poned at tne five-day an- 
fusl conterence which 
cased at the National 
Areraon wanday. ° 

Merurning as Vice-Press- 
dents were Me. Seymour 
Muilings, Me. Winston 
Jores. Ur OD. Ramualie- 
aod Miss Portia Simpson, 
a! returned en diox. 

4 release ftom party 
seatauaters on Monday 
sard he OND 16 16 estadinn 
a E614) COommuttee On the 
wate Of education in ja 
Maca at present 

The secunon 10 estad- 

i) ne Yormmutee arose 
out ot dacumsons on the 
cena? of the Party § polIti- 

bi fe Gucation AMM AWON 
jurng wreon devegates ex- 
i grave concem at 
(me vate of eoucation 

Tre leleqates =o were 
mot concerned with he 
nigh cost of education, not 
orivy if (hE Jf€as of uni 
forms and %00ks, but aiso 
fh wen sf) 4 examina 
110On and tuition fees 


Sf€% 4 


Ar che same cme, the 
jeegates 410 (oom he 
GEcis1ON {9 continue 
SCOTS E (9 porticai edu- 


_— o - “7 _F ina" 
C50: 5294/9883 


?, FORMS COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 


Cation priority status in the 
wot of the party. 

These were among de- 
cons atrived m during 
ine closed semorns of the 
46th annual conterence of 
the People's National Par- 
ty which negan son 
Wednesday, September 21 
and ended on Sunday, Sep- 
ternber 25, with the public 


seman. 

The PNP release said 
other decisions arrived at 
include: sugnificant increas 
es in the contnbution of 
individuals and groups to 
the financing of the party; 
endorsement of the initia- 
tives of the party in the 
area of political violence, 
ard ngorous enforcement 
ot the criteria which was 
recently passed by the Na- 
ronal Executive Council, 
for those aspiring to be- 
come candidates for the 
Party. 

In the area of mterna- 
tional atfaits, the delegates 
asked that the Internation- 
al Affairs Commission of 
the People’s National Par- 
ty provide more mforma- 
fon (oO patty members in 
general, and the public at 


large. on the situation in 
Soutnern Africa and Cen- 
tral America, two ateas of 
primary concern to the 
People’s National Party. 


aa 
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The financing of the 
Party in the face of the 
present economin climate 
in the country was alo of 

ave concern to delegates. 
Howwer, they adopted 
the decison (0 mereme 
wgnificantly the contrbu- 
tom of indewiduals and 
groups as the base for fi 
fharrcing (he party. 

At the fund rang ses- 
wons whih took place 
durmg both the private 
and public semiom, im ex- 
cess Of $150,009 was tar 
sed. Just over $160 was 
raised at the private es 
worns while some $135 100 
was rased at the public 
session on Sunday 

During other busnes at 
the conference, the reports 
of the PNP Youth Organe 
sation, the PNP Women's 
Movement and the Na- 
nota Workers Union 
anere sacred 


Other reports adopted 
were those of the Weltare. 
Internal Afftars, turman 
Rights, Organising and - 
nance Commuanons Re 
ports were sw adopted 
from (ne ( ommunications 
and Outreach Worang 
(,foup and (ne “en srry 
Forces Commutee The 
Communi anons and Our 
reach “orang Croup 4 to 


JAMAICA 


De cometuted into 4 tui) 
COMTI IWIN 


Duxcumons on (me par- 


tvs Fconom anc WOCd 
Vianeing document was 
done of Saturday and 


lasted unt) the carly hours 
A Sunday morning. Dele 
gates browe up into wore 
shops to discum the Eco- 
nomic and Social planning 
document and the docu- 
ment will now go forward 
19 task forces for dss- 
cumons and further devel- 
opment. 

The PP release went 
on. At the public sewion 
on Sunday, bap President 
and Leader of the Opposi- 
ram, Ar. Michael Macvicy, 
told the packed Arena iat 
under the Party's e. onomic 
programme agriculture 
must become the engine of 
Zlrowrn tor ne ePonomy. 

in s@ address lasting 
ust under two hours. “Vir. 
Maniev emohasined che 
importance of rural devel- 
apment as an ifitegral part 
of a tuture PNP yovern- 
Ment ¢ CC ONOMIC pro 
gramme 

tle spone of the inten- 
tion of the party to pursue 
or operatives and said that 
tnere were conu@tnes with 
CUpErtise i thy ares Wil 
ME 1 S960 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


ENVOY REVIEWS 19283 GROWTH IN CANADIAN ASSISTANCE 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 14 Sep 23 p 24 





[Text4 
Canada’s development projects in the works in- workshops for the hand- 
assistance to Jamaica has. sluding mini-hydro and capped in Jamaica which 
significantly increased this bridge construction. He was organized in co-opera- 
year and according to Ca- Observed that a good deal tion with the Rotary Club 
nadian High Commion- Of programme assistance of Guelph, Onrano. 
er, Mr. David Reece, i Was continuing among in addition, Canada 
could reach $20 million — which was some $25 mil- provided approximately $1 
almost double the 1981 lion worth of fertilizers for myllion of training in the 
amount the agricultural sector. defence field on an annual 
Mr. Reece was speaking He was‘ optimistic that basis. This collaboration, 
on the relations between bilateral development co- he said, has been in opera- 
Canada and Jamaica lase Operation im agriculture tion for some years and 
Thursday at the weekly would blossom in the has proved an important 
luncheon of the Kingston wake of the Canadian personal, as well as de- 
-Rorary Club, Pegasus Ho- Minister of Agriculture's fence link. 
rel, He said that his coun- visit to Jamaica last week. He further pointed to 
t(rv's developmenr Mr. Reece said a nurnber the great number of unof- 
assistance to Jamaica, in- Of promising projects were ficial Canadian and Jamai- 
cluding food aid, for the discussed ranging from can High Commissioners 
fiscal year ending March seed potatoes to a board "at work in their own 
1984 could amount to as Plant from nnd after sugar spheres of professional and 
much as $20 million as Cane separation by a Ma al activity 
compared to $12 million chine developed by a Ca- ea 
in 1981. nadian firm. “These personal and 
The amount, he noted, He also pointed out professional tes, including 
included the annual dis- that through the Non- the large community of 
burserent of $350,000 for Governmental Organiza- Canadians of Jamaican oni- 
usetul small proyects in the tions Programme of CIDA gon living in Canada and a 
island. Rotary projects have been small number of Canadians 
In the field of devel. supported throughout the living here, represent a ma- 
opment, the High Com- region. Special mention jor tacet of our overall 
missioner disclosed that was made of the equip- relationship,” Mr. Reece 
there were a number of ment provided for said. 
CSO: 3298/094 














COUNTRY SECTION 


AGRICULTURAL CREDIT BANK STARTS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 1 Oct 83 p 17 


[Text] 


CSO: 


Gleaner Western Bureau 

The Agricultural Credit 
Bank has embarked on “3 
massive development pro- 
gramme” involving tield 
statt in 13 parishes meering 
with the management 
committee ot Peoples’ Co 
operative Banks to assist 
them in planning tor the 
furure 

The 39 PC Banks are 
expected to have in plaice. 
by November 17, a devel- 
opment programme and 


budger whih should en- - 


able the PC Bunks manag- 
ing committees “to have J 
blueprint to tollow tor the 
vear 1984 and simulra- 
neouslv enable the ACB ro 
determine its capital and 
loan requirements tor 
lending during the same 
period ‘ 

This was disclosed on 
Monday by the managing 
director ot the ACB, Mr 
Kerth Roache, at a man- 


3298/083 


‘new system for 


agement workshop tor ex- 
ecutives of the Cartbbean 
Agricultural Credit Asso- 
gation — CACRA — at 
the Royal Caribbean Ho- 
rel. 

He said that “coupicd 
to this ettort will also be 
the estabishment of a 
management imformanor 
system which will reflect 
the actual operations of 
the P.C. Bank as compared 
to its budget oo a monrhls 
basis. 

Mr. Roache said PC. 
committees and managers 
were now being more opti- 
mistic about their future in 
terms of volume of lending 
and being ale to attract 
share capital. 

“We do nor prerend 
that we have all the an- 
swers tor what 1s perhaps 4 
wn 
there is no precedent in 
the Canbbean.” said Mfr 
Roache 


] 
oe. 
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He sand Governments 
was concerned “that we do 
not vet hase in place, even 
in the ACB, a system thar 
adequately addresses the 
problem of the landless 
farmer; this 18 3 question 
thar needs some novel so 
lutions.” 


Also taking part in the 
programme were the Dep- 
uty Managing Director of 
the ACB, Mr. Clive 8. Ed- 
wards; the  Agpiculrura' 
Credit Ofticer for the 
Food and Agriculture Or- 
ganisation in Rome, Italy, 
Mr. Pekka Hussi; Mbr 
Vans T. LeBlanc, Manager. 
Agnculrural Industral and 
Development in Dominice. 
and Mr. Audley C. Caul- 
ton, Director Secretary of 
CACRA and Manager. fa 
maa Agriulrural Credit 
Board. 








COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


BRIEFS 


GROUP TO CHINA--Twenty members of the Jamaica-China Friends Association left 
the island Monday to spend two weeks on a tour of China. The members were 
invited by the Association for Foreign Countries in China to explore areas, 
including the capital, Peking, Shang-Hi, and rural towns. I Mr. Ferdie 
Sangster, was leader of the group and Mr. Kam Hugh, deputy leader. Mr. 
Maurice Tenn, president of the Jamaica-China Friends Association, was at 
the Norman Manley International Airport to bid farewell to the group, and 
the First Secretary of the Embassy of the People’s Republic of China in 
Jamaica, Zhao Zongxiang, was also present. The group is sponsored by the 
Association for Foreign Countries in China and will be expected to visit 
sites of historical values in that country. The members will return to 
Jamaica on October 14. [Text] [Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 

1 Oct 83 p 19] 


HILTON LEASE--At the request of the Hotel Corporation of Jamaica, the 
government agency responsible for the Jamaica Hilton at Mammee Bay, St. 
Ann, Hilton International has agreed to extend the expiration date of their 
agreement and lease of the hotel from December 31, 1983 until April 30, 
1984, general manager of Jamaica Hilton, Mr. Ken Kennedy, told the 

GLEANER on Tuesday. On September 3, Mr. Kennedy told the GLEANER that a 
few months before Hilton International had forwarded a letter to the Hotel 
Corporation of Jamaica intimating that it would not be renewing the lease 
on the Jamaica Hilton. He said then that government had not asked it to 
reconsider its decision and no one had asked if it would stay on through 
the season. On September 9, Minister of Tourism, Hon. Anthony Abrahams, 
said the decision of Hilton [nternational to pull out of Jamaica would not 
result in any financial loss but in a loss of very good friends. He said 
the hotel would be put up for divestment and this could only accrue to 
Jamaica’s benefit since any future lessee would be required to pay a 
guaranteed fixed rental. Mr. Abrahams said the contract was not renewed 
when it became clear that it would not be of mutual benefit to do so. 

He said the Hilton chain was now trying to move out of the resort business 
and go into the operation of urban commercial hotels. [Text] [Kingston 
THE DAILY GLEANER in English 1 Oct 83p 19] 


MILK PRICE INCREASES--The price of “Nestles" and "Betty" sweetened con- 


densed milk will be increased today by 20 cents and 18 cents per tin 
respectively, rising from $1.20 and $1.12. They will now cost $1.40 and 
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51.30 per tin. The new prices are announced by the Hon. Douglas Vaz, 
Minister of Industry and Commerce, in an advertisement appearing in today's 
CLEANER. The maximum distributor's selling price for "Nestle" (48x14 

oz) is $63.35 per case while the maximum wholesalers selling price is 
$64.62 per case. The maximum retail selling price within and outside the 
urban and suburban districts of the Corporate Area is $1.40 per tin. For 
"Betty" (48x14 oz), the maximum distributor's selling price is $58.82 

per case while the maximum wholesale selling price is $60.00 per case. 

The maximum selling price within and outside the urban and suburban dis- 
tricts of the Corporate Area is $1.30. The Prices Commission approved new 
orices for condensed milk on February 5 this year when "Nestle" rose from 
93 cents to $1.20 and "Betty" from 86 cents to $1.12. Then, Mr. Vaz 

had said that the Government had done “everything in its power" to cushion 
the recent increase in the price of sugar. [Excerpt] [Kingston THE DAILY 
GLEANER in English 4 Oct 83 p 1] 


BULBS TO TRINIDAD--Lighting Manufacturing Caribbean Limited, a local manu- 
facturer of lightbulbs, made its first export shipment of 250,000 bulbs 
to Trinidad on September 19, 1983. The Ocho Rios-based company manufac- 
tures under its own brand name "Carib", but has also secured a contract 


from Sylvania Corporation of the U.S.A.--the third largest manufacturer 
of light bulbs worldwide--to supply 500,000 bulbs to the CARICOM region 
for this vear. Mr. L. B. Stephenson, according to a press release from 
the company, has said that he is pursing export markets in hard-currency 


areas for his brand, and exploring the possibility of manufacturing otner 
types of lights such as reflector bulbs, Christmas tree lights and motor 
vehicle bulbs. With the help of a Far East Consultant, Mr. Chen Chin 
Chu, Lighting Manufacturing Caribbean Company Limited produces 14,000 
bulbs a day. Sixty workers are directly employed on a double shift. 
[Excerpt] {Kingston THE SUNDAY GLEANER in English 2 Oct 83 p 1C] 


DRUGS IMPACT ON TOURISM--Tourism Director John Gentles has said that the 
presence of drugs was hampering tourism. He was speaking at the opening of 
showrooms of Wicker Wonderland at the Artisan and Craft Village in St. Anns 
vay on Sunday. Mr. Gentles said the use and abuse of drugs was one of the 
main deterrents to tourism in the area and urged residents to be vigilant in 
that respect and to work with the authorities to stamp out this "virus." 

he also issued a warning that tourism would not succeed unless Jamaicans 
became aware of its importance to Jamaice. Also speaking at the function 

was Senator Patsy Pink, Director of Youth and Community Services in the Social 
Vevelopment Commission. She pointed out the necessity of having the centre 
there tor display of Jamaican goods, particularly in this time of economic 
constraints. She also gave a brief history of the centre. Also in attendance 
were the Custos ot St. Ann, Dr. Osmond Tomlinson and Mrs. Tomlinson, and rep- 
resentatives of Major lotels in the area. The function was well attended by 
citizens who welcomed this new addition to the craft village, JIS reported. 
(Text] [Kingston Tiik DAILY GLEANER in English 14 Sep 83 p 10] 


CSO. 3295/094 
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COUNTRY SECTION NETHERLANDS ANTILLES 


NEW COVERNOR ROEMER ON POSITION, TASKS 
Rotterdam NRC HANDELSBLAD in Dutch 13 Oct 83 p 2 


[Article by Frans Heyligers: "New Governor of Netherlands Antilles Roemer: 
Ivory Tower Is No Place for Me"} 


Text! Willemstad, 135 Oct--Tomorrow at the Huis ten Bosch palace in The 
Hague, Queen Beatrix will swear in the new governor of the Netherlands 
Antilles, 54-year-old Dr R. Roemer. This sociologist, born in Curacao and 
largely educated in the Netherlands, is thereby resigning his most recent job, 
that of vice chancellor of the brand-new Antillean University. 


The name Rene Roemer had already been mentioned with great regularity as a 
serious candidate to succeed Governor Dr Ben Leito long before Leito was even 
making preparations to move on. Roemer was able to prepare himself, as it 
were, over the course of 3 years for the post that he will formally occupy 

as of Saturday: governor of the Netherlands Antilles. That is to say, 
representative of Queen Beatrix in the Antilles, representative of the royal 
yovernment in the Antilles and head of the Antillean government. 


[n addition, his duties include exercising supreme command over the Dutch 
marines in the Antilles as well as tending to matters concerning foreign 
relations for the government in The Hague. At the same time, he serves as 
the final appellate tribunal, enforcing the observance of legal provisions by 
the authorities and declaring illegal decisions null and void. 


He is also by virtue of his office chairman of the advisory council, the 
Antillean Council of States, which acts as an advisory organ for the 
government. Roemer is quite happy with his appointment: "It's a next step 
in one's life. In fact, you can say that it's an extension of this career 
that I've had, which began 26 years ago in government service. In the duties 
that I've had through the years, I've visited all six islands of the Antilles 
with great regularity. Through this, I've been able to identify with all of 
them. In this way, one can somewhat bridge the island mentality under which 
we as Antilleans labor.” 
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robably the last governor of the Antilles while it consists of six 
issuming that Aruba attains a complete separate status within 
m of the Netherlands in January 1946. "Don't forget that we must 
ive for a Union of the Antilles right away. I hope at least that we 
have an Antilles of the five islands plus one Constitutionally, we 
‘d dealing with a opdeling. But beyond the constitution and politics 
till many other possible forms of cooperation." 
titutional opdeling stipulates that you will have an Aruban governor 
eague in 2 years. “Naturally, one must be able to live with this. 
becoming a separate nation within the law. The proximity of Aruba 
ntimate way in which we have always cooperated will undoubtedly mean 
relationship with Aruba will be of a completely different nature 
the relationship with Suriname at one time. When I'm in Suriname, I 
reign country. When [I'm in Aruba, I am not in a foreign country. 
ver feel as if I am in a foreign country there. As far as that goes, 
ind Antillean. When I’m in Aruba, I feel at home in spite of that 
between Aruba and the others. When I'm in Bonaire it's the same. 
in Curacao [ naturally feel at home.” 
ware that his influence as governor formally represents little on 
istrative level and that it can at best take place behind the scenes. 
f a differen sf opinion with the government, the will of the 
will tip the ince at last resort, although in name he is head of 
nment . 
t object to this. “At this time the governor has more of a 
role. The actual power is with the cabinet council. It is indeed 
that at a particular moment the governor says: ‘I want to speak 
mi iter a t ich and such bill.' In that sense he can indeed 
mpact and the itsider need not know about it. Perhaps one should 
that the outsider should not know about it. For then the discussion 
h more pleasant and much more open.” 
nor has the right “to be consulted, to encourage and to warn." Or, 
ilso been sai w and avain, “the governor may be the conscience 
tillean government." Roemer has held many posts through the years. 
’ een an advisor to the government for years in a number of 
ms. On the iltural as well as the political level. In this role, 
ely involved i the discussions that took place in the last few 
cerning modifications in the political structure of the Antilles. 
é ipied leadership posts inthe communist as well as within a 
irticular organizations. mn order to avoid awkward positions, 
ve to resign from these posts shortly. 








Alienation 


That grieves him, because it can also be the beginning of an alienation 
from the society from which he originated. He is determined to resist 

that Alienation. "One of the problems that ‘you have is that you create a 
position because you think it's necessary. You name someone to a position, 
but at the moment that you have named him, you approach him with certain 
expectations. Someone's behavior is never only dependent on himself. If Il 


am summed up right away as a figure in an ivory tower, then I will be pushed 
into an ivory tower." 


Although his post will indeed involve some formalities, he takes as his 
example his predecessor Cola Debrot who, even as governor, maintained his 
social contacts as much as possible by continuing to circulate among the 
people. 


12271 
CSO: 3214/100 
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‘ /T LON PARAGUAY 
BRIEFS 
MAN JFFICIAL DELAYED--Carmen Lara Castro, president of the National 
buMeali igits VDetense Commisston, has reported that after arriving at President 
tr 6? ‘ ' 


iternational Airport yesterday, she was delayed and given humiltating 
treatment. Mro Lara Castro said that sne had returned from Buenos Aires, but a 


iby r Germany reported that Mrs Lara Castro had participated in a human 
riylits yress teld there. Mrs Lara Castro stated that she was delayed at the 
irport tor almost 2 hours by the police, adding that her luggage and some letters 


id papers she was carrying with her were searched. Mrs Lara Castro said that 
some d ments on economy and others of the status of Napoleon Ortigoza and 
Es colasti Jvando as well as personal letters she was bringing for some people 
were seized. Mrs Lara Castro said that in addition to her luggage and her papers, 
e was personally searched by a female police officer, which she considered a 
| nse, She added that a policeman posted at the airport destroyed one 
ier letters in front of her. [Text] [PY211240 Asuncion ABC COLOR in Spanish 
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COUNTKY SECTION ST CHRISTOPHERK-NEVIS 


COMING INDEPENDENCE ELICITS SHARP LABOUR OBJECTIONS 
Charges of Arms Movements 
basseterre THE LABOUR SPOKESMAN in English 7 Sep 83 p l 


[text] At a public meeting held at Manchester Avenue, Basseterre, last Sunday 
ilvlit (4 September), the leaders of the Labour Party warned the people of St. 
Kitts of the evil and destructive plans which the Simmonds government have 
prepared for St. Kitts for after the fake independence set for 19 September 
L963. 


Next morning, Monday 5 September, the following notice was printed on the 
public noticeboard erected and used by the Peoples Action Movement at the 
Circus in downtown bas-Basseterre - 


13 MORE 
DAYS 19 SEPT. 
BEFORE THE 
MASS BURIAL 


Several photographs of the noticeboard were taken by concerned Kittitians. 
Une of tiem is published herewith. 


New. of the notice very quickly spread throughout Basseterre and later the 
entire island of St. Kitts. People hurried from their places of work and their 
homes to see the notice. 


There were angry reactions by Kittitians of all walks of life. 


by the next morning, Tuesday 6 September, the notice had been changed to read 
"12 MORE DAYS". 


Rather than take down the board or rub off the offensive notice, a PAM agent 
had added the words 'COOL AID ARRIVE’ at the bottom of the noticeboard. 


The notice at the Circus confirms what the Labour Party has been warning about 
for several months now. 


/6 

















fhe veoples Action Movement has planned a mass burial of St. Kitts people to 
tare place on 19 September 19%3 or shortly thereafter. 


Ihe noticeboard is a well-established part of PAM's information and propaganda 
service. ince 1940 it has trumpeted PAM policies, PAM functions, PAM pro- 
,rammes a8 an official mouthplece of the Peoples Action Movement. 


The VAM officials who write on the board and who prepare the information to be 
put on the board are well known to the people of St. Kitts. 


for many months now, the Peoples Action Movement and the government have been 
bringing creates of guns and ammunition and other instruments of destruction 
into St. Kitts. PAM offictals have been seen frequently going in groups to 
practise shooting in several parts of St. Kitts. 


the noticeboard has given out the message. We are to prepare for mass killings 
and mass burial of Kittitians from 19 September 1983. 


Labour Fears of Retaliation 
basSeterre Tik LABOUR SPOKESMAN in English 10 Sep 43 p 2 
[kditorial: "A Living Leath" J 


\Luxcerpts] Our mid-week edition for Wednesday 7th September 1943 featured a 
banner teadline on the front page ‘PAM IS PLANNING A MASS BURIAL OF KITTITIANS 


FOR 19 SEPTEMBER. ' 
ince the publication of our story, there have been several reactions. 


in the first place the blackboard was turned around so that the writing on it 
was concealed from the public. As we understand it, this was done on the 
‘xpress instructions of the Premier personally. 


dhether the Premier did give those instructions or no, it is clear that a 
number of PAM trumps were embarassed by such publicity. 


Aiter all, we had in our editorial of 3lst August last pointed out that inde- 
pendence was associated only with very negative thoughts. We pointed out that 
a lot ot air play was being given to a calypso which suggested that the Op- 
position leaders should be locked up. 


Therefore a suggestion that over and above imprisonment independence held the 
threat of mass murder could not amuse the people of the country and was bound 
to create discomtiture for the government. 


For even those who will affect to be supportive of the independence which is 
coming are uncomfortable with the thought that thelr mission ia to end liberty 








There wiil be those who wish to pretend that they are serious and that they 
wish to respond to the challenges of independence to work and to build. 


Uthers perhaps merely wish to dance and prance to celebrate the attainemnt of 
independence. 


Sut not many will get any pleasure from keeping company with death. 
So it 1s not surprising that the black board was turned around and an attempt 
was made to conceal the evidence. 


but this deference to refinement and sensibility could not last for long. The 
iypocrisy of the Premier could not prevail. Those who are set on the desper- 
ate path to evil, those who already attempted mass death in 1967 had their way. 
LO the gory message of the board was once more turned to face the public. 


And each day there is the count down to the macabre fate that Simmonds and 
iis trilends planned for the innocent people of this country. 


fnose who wish to be caught may be caught. but for our party, we remember 

that when Powell said in 1966 that blood would flow in the streets of 
basseterre we did not take him seriously. yet in 1947 there were tlose includ- 
ing, some who are responsible for the blackboard who planned a coup. laid 
dynamite traps on the railway line, attacked the Power Station and staged a 
s00t Out at the Police Station and defence Force. They intended tass murder 
tien, they can intend it now. 


furthermore the same Powell said not so long ago at a'public meeting in Creen- 
lands that he would deal with Labour people so that “some you will find and 
some you will not be able to find." This sounds very much like a formula for 
a Wiss burial. 


‘or should anyone in this country forget the story of Stafford Grant - how he 
was found with a bullet through his head while le was supposed to be on duty 
at Frigate fay; how before dawn the Commissioner of police had declared that 
no foul play was suspected; how he had lain in the hospital without any 
speclalist help for several days until he died; and how the Government cor- 
rupted the pathologist's findings of the circumstances surrounding his death. 


or should anyone forget how a young citizen recently returned to this country 
#46 Suot in unexplained circumstances at Fortlands; how up to now the public 
lave not been told who shot him; how he was kept in the hospital for several 
days and how he was buried in the early morning without ceremony, and without 
a word to his relatives as if he did not have a charge to keep, “A God to 
ylorify, A never-dying soul to save, And fit it for the sky’. 


A threat of a mass buria) is consistent with the guns and instruments of 
death with which the government have equipped the Police Force and the Defence 
;Orce, 











it is also consistent with the position PAM has always taken. In 197% their 
symbol tor independence was a coffin. So independence nas always meant death 


to them. 
it is Little wonder they are preparing to bury the people of St “fitts en manne. 


vor even Lf we physically survive the 19th day of September 19473 we shall all 
of us be going through a living death. 


Mysterious Airport Incident 


basseterre THE LABOUK SPOKESMAN in English 14 Sep #3 p 1 

{Text} Last Friday, 9 September, according to very reliable reports, a 0.C.% 
aircraft landed at Golden Rock Airport at about midnight. It 1s reported that 
the aircraft was operated into St. Kitts on a Seagreen Airways charter flight 
and brought furniture and fittings for the Royal St. Kitts Yotel at Frigate 


way e 


When the aircraft landed and had taxied to a stand-still, a squad of soldiers 
armed with machine guns rushed out of hiding and surrounded the plane. 


lhe pilot is reported to have been terrified by the guns pointed at him and 
to have explaimed, ‘What the hell is going on in St. Kitts?” 


The alreraft was then unloaded. Most of the cargo was taken to the koyal St. 
Kitts Hotel but at least two crates were taken to a destination in downtown 


basseterre. 


uy Saturday morning, news of the incident was all around Lasseterre, inspite 
of very strict instructions from the Simmonds government that none of the 
soldiers or the men who worked the plane should dare to say a word about the 


armed exercise. 


At Saturday night's re-opening of the Royal St. Kitts Horel, ‘Aichael Powell, 
Minister of Tourism, confirmed that a charter plane had in fact landed ‘some 


time after midnight’ Friday with equipment for the Hotel. 


lhe Management of the Hotel has disclosed toat Fleming and Sona were/are re- 
sponsible for the transport of equipment to the Hotel. 

‘Mr. Vernon Fleming, Managing Director of Flaming & Sons, former Secretary of 
the Peoples Action Movement and a PAM candidate in general elections, was ap- 
pointed a lieutenant in the St. Kitts-Nevis Defence Force after the PAM/NFP 
coalition government was established in February 1940. 


lhe following questions arise to be answered: Why were armed soldiers taxnen 
to Golden Kock Airport last Friday night? Why did they surround the Seagr 


aircraft which was known to be arriving with equipment for the Koyal St. 
f 9q 


ilotel? What role, 1f any, did Mr. Vernon Fleming play in the incident’? 
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Criticism of Constitution 
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basseterce Tilt LABOUK SYOKESMAN in ing li mn 14 /€p L> pd 


lest} In accordance with an Order of Her Majesty's Privy Council, on Monday 
19 Leptember 1943 tie Associated State of St. Cuiristopier and Nevis will [word 
imiletinet}) its association with the United Kingdom and will Lecome an ince- 
pement nation. A new Constitution will come into effect as the supreme law 


td nation. 


~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
. 
~~» 


ww Constitution provides that the nation will Le comprised of two separ- 


st. Kicts 


ra 


ite and autonomous units, one called ‘Nevis’, the other called 


4 , Giz Z ‘ 
ere wiij oe no unit called 9c. BRACES . 


it called ‘Nevis’, according to Chapter Z of the Constitution, will 
ave its own Geparfatle and autonomous Legislature, Cabinet, Vremler anc otelr 
stitutions of yovernment, including a beputy Covernor-Ceneral. 


Jw wevie Legislature will have full power to make laws for the peace, order 


ind good yovernment of the Island of Nevis. 


land of Gt. Kitts will not be Involved in any way in the government of 


ihe other unit, "St. Kitts and Nevis" according to Chapters IV and V of the 
stitution, will have its own separate and autonomous Legislature, Cabinet, 
vrime “inister and other institutions of government, including a Governor- 


the government of St. Kitts and Nevis will consist of representatives from 
yotu the Inland of St. “itts and the Island of tievisa. The St. Vitts and 
wvis Legislature will make laws for the peace, order and good government of 
islanw of St. Kitts. 


ve Island of Nevie will be an integral part of the governrent of the island 


bf ite y* 
An honest examination of the provisions of the new Constitution reveals that, 
from next Monday, the Island of Nevis will be independent but the Island of 


it. “itts will enter upon a new form of colonilalilem, politically dependent on 


, : oi % ‘ ‘ 
. ij vidiid 4,’ 4 Jalire 


in addition, according to the new Constitution, the Island of Nevis has the 

wer to secede from the "Federation of St. Kitts and Nevis’ whenever it 
wishes ry giving ff month ; notice. The Island of St. Kitts has no power to 
secede from the Federation, at no time and in no way. 

' In the St. Kitts and Nevis Legislature, the Island of Nevis will have 3 seats 


for 9,000 inhabitants, i.e. 1 seat for each 3,009 Inhabitants, while the 


w) 
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lature 
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ag lee 


of St. Kitts will have 4 seats for 36,000 inhabitants, i.e. 1 seat 
00 inhabitants. The Constitution provides that Nevis, with 1/5 
populatlon, must have not less than 1/3 of the seats in the Legis- 


4 ¢ 
yy) 


wportantly, the Constitution cannot be altered, even if 190% of the 


of St. Kitts want it to be altered, unless 2/3 of the people of Nevis 
to the alternation. 


lhe people of St. Kitts are witnessing a mock independence and should take no 
part in celebrations of this mock Independence. 


Cov ‘ 











COUNTRY SECTION ST LUCIA 


FIGURES ON TRADE DEFICIT FOR 1933 SECOND QUARTER 
Castries THE VOICE in English 28 Sep 83 p 1 
[Text | 


S’ LUCIA’S trade gap continued at a steady Food and animais siso accounted for the largest single 

negative deficit of just over $30 million during the import item ($16 million), while imports of machinery and 

second quarter of this year, according to the ‘aamnen en ay Ro vet pu s million this yeer 
uarterly overseas trade report published by second quarter figure. 


the Statistical Department. St Lucie's main trading area continued to be the 


Caribbean Community. During the second quarter thi 
According to the fiqures, the 1983 second Lucia imported $11.3 million worth go rf oy yh 
quarter deficit was $34.2 million — an increase of a $19 million during the corresponding 
$890,000 over the figure for the first quarter. ast year. Exports registered a modest increase from 


' . $11.6 million last ‘Ami 
imports totalled $71.9 million while exports were yeer to $12.4 million this yeer. 


at $37.7 million. There was aiso # sharp incre1se in imports from the United 


States — $25.7 milfion this 

Tne 1983 April to June imports were some $5 million less nis year compared with $21 million last 
than the figure for the second q: arter of last year while exports Hoy WA ay the island's exports to that market doubled from 
increased by more than $7 million this year compered with las ~~" million last year to $5.5 million this year. 
year St Lucia's biggest single export opean 

x market was t 

During this year's second quarter, St Lucia's main exports Economic Community. Exports for the second queries Ge year 
wore in the food and live animal category which totalled 319.7 'S9!stered $18.5 million (mainly bananas to Britain) a $5 million 
million, an increase of $4 million over the figure for the secund /NCreese Over tie Aprii to June figure iast year. imports from 
quarter of last year. thet ares dropped by some $7 miilion. 


CSO: $298/085 











COUNTRY SECTION ST LUCIA 


BANANA INDUSTRY SITUATION ASSESSED AFTER HEAVY WINDS 


Export Gains 





Castries THE WEEKEND VOICE in English 17 Sep 83 p 1 


[Article by Sharon Williams] 


/Excerpt) BANANA _ exports 


1982, an increase He added that the im- 


from St. Lucia for 
this year are run- 
ning at 30% more 
than last year’s and 
Officials from the 
St. Lucia Banana 
Growers Assock 
ation (SLBGA) 
say that they 
expect a significant 
increase in the 
island’s total pro 
duction for 1983. 


According to the 
SLBGA, exports for 
the first half of 


1983 totalled 
30,000 tonnes 
compared to 23,000 
tonnes for the 


same period of 


of 7,000 tonnes. 


General Manager of 
the Association, Mr. Ivan 
Shaw said that St. 
Lucia’s production target 
for this year was 56,000 


tonnes as _ against 
42,000 tonnes in 1982. 
He added that the 
projected tonnage for 
1984 was 66,000 
tonnes. 

St. Lucia’s highest 


ever export figure was 
85,000 tonnes which 
was achieved in 1969. 
Mr. Shaw said that 
considering the short, 
severe drought 
experienced by farmers 
this year, the 1983 crop 


was even more 
optimistic compared to 
that of last year. 


provement of the 
industry was due to the 
growers’ enthusiasm. 
Luckily there was no 
hurricane this year and 
despite the drought we 
should have a very good 
year for bananas this 
year,” he said. 


“Our UK market has been 
strong and although the pound 
sterling has been highly 
watered down by the exchange 
rate, the growers have had an 
adequate return for thew crop 
which together with other 
factors have contributed to 
thew enthusiasm towards the 
industry.” 


Remarkably, Mr. Shaw noted 
that the road improvement 
programme which began earlier 
tris year, had made a positive 
eftect on the industry 

As a result of this programme 
he said, established and 
“would-be” -banana growers 
have shown a readiness to 
cultivate land in less accessible 
areas with poor roads 


19 September Blow 
Castries THE VOICE in English 21 Sep 83 p 1 


[Excerpt] ST LUCIA’S fortunes in the quest for more than six hours of sustained 
economic recovery were dealt a heavy winds left the vital barana in- 
harsh blow on Monday night when dustry in shambles. 


83 











been performing creditably this year 
— with current exports running at 30 
percent better than last year's — has 
been dealt a severe blow and with it, 
the St Lucia economy as well. 


Kescue Operation 


Castries THE WEEKEND VOICE in English 24 Sep 83 p | 


[Text] 


PRIME M.nister John Compton and local 


banana officials were yesterday holding 
discussions with representatives of aid 
agencies in an effort to mobilise assist- 


ance for St Lucia’s banana 


industry 


ravaged by gusty winds earlier in the 


week. 


Mr Compton who inter- 
rupted e@ visit to Trinidad 
where he was to have atien- 
ded the meeting of Com- 
monweelth Finance Minis- 
ters to return home after 
the disaster: yesterday put 
forward the case for new 
assisiance to the industry 
during # meeting with rep 
resentatives of severa! re- 
giona! and internations! 
agencies at his official re 
sidence at Vigie 


1 


Attending tne talks were 
officiais of the Barbados 
based Caribbean Develop- 
ment Bank, the European 
Development Fund, the 
British Development Oivi- 
sion and the United States 
Agency for international 
Development. 

One official estimate puts 
the loss to the banans in- 
dustry ss @ result of Mon- 
day night's winds at around 
$30 million between now 


and next when 


May, 


Optimism on Damage 


THE VOICE in English 28 Sep 83 p 12 


L ’ 


»y Sharon Wil 


ST LUCIA’S banana ex- 
ports are expected to 
show a small reduction 
in production for the 
end of the year as the 
result of biow downs by 
strong winds last week. 

General Manager of 
the St Lucia Banana 
Growers Association 
(SLBGA). Mr ivan Shaw 
has said that the dam- 
age which caused 4 
loss of 40% of the 
isiand’s production will 
result in an eight to ten 


i jams 


thousand decrease in 
exports this year. This 
means that the project- 
ed loss will not be as 
significant as was 
earlier believed. 

The SLBGA_ which 
had been optimistic 
about the industry’s 
output for this year and 
which pegged it at be- 
ing 56,000 tonnes has 
re-estimated the 
island's full production 
figure this year to be 
about 48,000 tonnes. 


BG 


banana exports from St 
Lucia to Britain are expect- 
ad to show @ drastic reduc- 
tion. 

During the week, beans 
farmers began the task of 
rehabilitating their fields. 


One immediate result of 
this was a shipment of 
some 1,200 tonnes of fruit 


to Britain on Britain on 
Wednesday. 
However, officiais say 


that this is likely to be the 


highest shipment for some 


following 


damages. 
According to Mr 


Shaw, to date the in- 
dustry has exported 
39,000 tonnes of the 
fruit, but will lose 
approximately 10,000 
tonnes from now until 
December. 

‘*We also believe that 
for the first half of next 
year, we will icse an- 
other 10,000 tonnes 
and expect the industry 


last week's 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST LUCIA 


BRIEFS 


AIR SERVICE WITH CANADA--Direct air travel between St Lucia and Canada is 
expected to commence before the end of this year in time for the upcoming 
winter season. An agreement to provide such services was initialled here 
last Friday after three days of negotiation by the Permanent Secretary of 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mr Earl Huntley and Canadian Chief Air 
Newotiator Mr Geoffrey Elliot. This agreement is the first successful 
iir agreement to be negotiated by St Lucia since its independence in 1979. 


Canada has accepted the island's designation of British West Indian Air- 
ways as its otficial carrier although the island hasnoclaims to the air- 
line. The agreement is subject to approval of the Trinidad and Tobago 
and the St Lucia governments who will determine conditions concerning the 
responsibility of the airline while flying St Lucia’s routes to Canada. 


[Text] [Castries THE VOICE in English 28 Sep 83 p 1] 


fOURISM RESURGENCE--St Lucia's tourist industry is beginning to show posi- 
tive signs of growth again after the recent lean years. During the first 
quarter of this year, arrivals by air increased by a modest two percent, 
but the figure rose to seven percent overall for the first eight months. 
Director of Tourism Ms Maria Laville told the VOICE this week that judging 
from the information which had been coming from local hotels, the coming 
winter season "looks very good" for St Lucia. According to statistics 
released by the Tourist Board, of St Lucia's four main tourist markets, 
the United States showed the most dramatic increase in visitor arrivals by 
air and sea during the first half of the year: 9,854 compared with 6,545 
last year. The Britisn market also recorded a 15 percent increase this 
half year, but there were decreases of 30 percent and 19 percent from 
Canada and West Germany respectively. But visitor arrivals by air alone 
rose from 48,262 between January and August last year to 51,687 for the 
same eight months this year, a seven percent increase. [Excerpt] 
[Castries THE WEEKEND VOICE in English 1 Oct 83 p 1] 


CSO: %3298/085 


Bh 








COUNTRY SECTION ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 


ALTCHELL OLTLINES POLICY POSITIONS OF NEW DEMOCRATIC PARTY 


Kingstown THE VINCENTIAN in English 7 Oct 83 pp l, 7 


[Text } 


The St Vineent Chamber 
of Industry and Commerce 
presented ‘he second in its 
talk series by Leaders of 
poliucal parties on Monday 
3 when about 200 people 
congregated a! Memorial 
Hall to hear Son Mitchell's 
aduresson the New 
Democratic Party $ 
political and economic 
plans for St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines 

Mitchel: began by 
drawing attention to a box 
of children's books on the 
ground floor of the 
Memoria! Hall The books . 
he suggested, had probably 
been donated by an agency 
a year ago and had sat 
there ever since instead of 
beg in tive hands of 
chidren who would enjoy 
them He drow an analogy 
between tne neglected 
books and the state of the 
country , citing the demise 
of plans for the Kingstown 
development as another 
example of poor 
organization 

He asked the audience [0 
recall the period of his 
leadership (1972 - 74 

things done. things not 
doneandthings which were 
for us unthinkable’ The 

197 oil cris.s had a great 
effect on the economy of 
the Caribbean His 
evaluation at that time 
indicated that inflation 
would result and that 


Standard methods of 
economic management 
would have tobe replaced. 
Business, for example, 
would need extra financing 
for the purciase of the 
same qua.tity of gonads. 
The government would 
have had to take up some of 
the slack. However, at that 
ume, it would have been 
good business if St. Vincent 
had borrowed money and 
used it for the development 
of infrastructure because 
that cust would have been 
paid for with inflated 
money During that 
period, France was 
“looking around’ for in- 
vestments for a lot of Arab 
money St. Vincent 
couldhave taken advantage 
of theat situation 4 
specific programme 
needed to deal with the 
crisis Was one that 
would have advanced 
agriculture A program of 
reform which would 
put more land into the 
hands of more people 
would have been a move to. 


production created a 
situation in whfttrso much 
money was s0 easily 
available that agriculture 
was abanGoned The 
U.S.A. on the other hand, 


because of its food 
production ‘‘showed the 
strength of its) agriculture 
in dealing with the energy 
crisis.”’ 

Mitchell described 
himself as a successful 
businessman, the proof of, 
which he said, was in his 
being able ‘‘to afford the 
luxury of politics in this 


Furthermore, his ex- 
nerience of management 
bothin government and in 
the successful business he 
runs through tourism has 
given him the knowledge 
that problems need a 
definite response and 
cannot be approached on a 
people’, he said, “have 
invested in my training as 
a politician”. Not just 
experience itself is im- 
portant, but what is 
learned from that ex- 
perience, he _ noted. 
He wented on to outline 
how the N.D.P. saw the 
problems of the country. 
The first is that of unem- 
ployment. The statistics do 
not reveal the ‘massive 
unemployment of 
dispairing young people’’ 
which he sees daily. 
Poverty and a mood of 
depression pervade. 
The problems of 
Agriculture Tourism and 

















population growth all need 
serious thought. Among 
the questions we should x 
asking are’ What target d 
we aim for in terms of the 
number of visitors to St. 
Vincent and the 
Grenadines in the year 
1990? What strategy do we 
use to achieve this goal’ 
The population has doubled 
in 20 years. If we continue 
to have such nigh 
population growth, and the 
avenues of migration 
formerly open to us are 
closing, what serious plans 
do we have for coping with 
the population 
requirement? ‘‘How do we 
provide schools, medical 
facilities, parking spaces et 
cetra””’ 

Attitudes bred by these 
ywroblems are subversion 
restlessness and dispair. 
Mitchel! said that sub 
versionwas popularly 
associated with activities 
of the far left, but he saw 
this as a misconception. 
Subversion of a govern- 
ment can occur when in- 
stead of the consent of the 
people, a government 
relies on force to maintain 
power The military and 
security forces in such a 
situation can decide to, 
take government into their, 
own hands because o f the 
corruption of civil 
authority. Mitchell said 
this situation was possible 
in St. Vincent in the future 
even if it were the distant 
future. He tied this pcint, 
into the theme of his talk: 
Planning, Management 
and the importance of a 
directed response to 
problems and develop- 
ments 

Mitchell compared St. 
Vincent and the 
arenadines negativelywith 
St. Lucia (in the area of 


Sanitation) Montserrat 
(wage structures) and 
Barbados which has 
reached nil population 


growth). Another example 
of the lack of direction is 
the response to the 
Caribbean Basin Initiative 





If the U.S.A. has worked 
out a package, the business 
community is being called 
upon to react. 
If the N.D.P. formed a 
government its first tasks 
would be to restore con- 
fidence in the Civil Ser- 
vants and to stimulate the 
economy. Efficient 
management of the tue 
economy, would meanless 
taxation. As things stand 
now, there is no accounting 
for the financial affairs of 
the country. ‘(According 
tothe World Bank St. 
Vincent and the 
Grenadines has a $17 
million debt. For, 
example, no accounts are 
being published on the 
Sugar Industry. 
Mitchell claimed the 
political centre for the 
NDP, saying that it was not 
possible to be conservative 
in these times. 
Programmes which were 
considered radical ten 
years ago. (eg. Land 
reform) ‘vere being un- 
derstood as essential 
today, even by U.S. act 
ministracions. 
On the question of co 


operation with others in 


opposition to the Labour 
Government, Mitchell said 
that the N.D.P. was open 

to dialogue with other 
parties, groups and in- 
dividuals. He hoped that 
‘opposition parties will 
mature.’’ He felt that ‘‘the 
idealism of th e UPM had 
been tempered with the 
passage of time’ and the 
NDP should ‘‘work with 
them to see where common 
ground exists. If we can 
find common ground - 
fine.”’ 

Mitchell said that the 
Opposition was fighting not 
just the Labour Party but 
the Westrr:‘nister System of 
‘first past the post’’ 
elections. Of certain 
aspects of the systern he 
said ‘it does not work’’ and 
is in the long term inap 
plicable to the situatior in 
the West Indies In 
England, for example, 


tradition insured that a 


cso: 


3296/0996 


form 
unions Tot without? 


prejudice as to party 
decentralization in 


The educational system 
must be more relevant. 
Technica! training must be 
carried further into the 
countryside, and an A 
Level college should be 
established. The present 
government's plans for 
Hydro-electric power 
should be utilized and 
developed further. 

nempioyment requires 
“a big package of in 
centives”, Training in 
technical areas, in 
agriculture, industr y and 
tourism must be on-going. 
The removai of the three 
percent tax would also 
heip. 

If, because of the need for 
certain consumer goods, 
the trade imbalance with 
countries like Japan must 
exist. then those countries 
should be convinced to give 
help in areas (such as our 
agriculture) which we can 
develop, in this aia 
Caricom could work 
toward a co-ordinated 


action on behalf of the 
whole region Land reform 
programmes such as the 
one at Lauders Estate 
means better standards for 
the people of the 
agricultural sector and 
benefits for the Com. 
mercial Sector 


Next Monday, October 
10th, Dr Raipt: Gonsalves 
Leader of the Movement 
for Nationa) Unity will take 
the Chamber of Industry 
and Commerce up the 
invilation to disclose his 
Party s political and 
economic pian for St 
Vincent and the 
Grenadines. The venue 
willbe the Memorial Hail 
at 800 pm. again 

Thé St. Vincent and the 


Grenadines Nationa. 








COUNTKY SLCTION ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 


BRIEFS 


UNION ACTIVITIES--The President of the Commercial Technical and Allied Workers’ 
Union (CTAWU), Cyril Roberts, has issued a press release regarding impending 
union activity. The CTAWU programme includes plans for a series of public 
meetings at Campdem Park Industry Site; and negotiations on behalf of the 
workers with Bottlers Ltd, Geest Industries, Cable and Wireless. Pico, St. 
Vincent Philatelic Service, Eastern Caribbean Agencies, Port Authority, 
Central Water Authority and Town Board. Recently negotiations were completed 
on behalf of the Arrowfoot Industry organisation's monthly and weekly paid 
workers. CTAWU has also obtained a two-year contract which has resulted in 
back pay for Housing and Land Development Corporation workers. [Text] 
[Kingstown THE VINCENTIAN in English 7 Oct 83 p 3] 


CSU: 3298/0096 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


DEXMAS REPORT TAKES RECOXMESSDATIONS FOR ECONO 
Tax Increases 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 30 Sep 83 pl 


[Text } GIVEN the present and projected financial constraints the 


Demas Task Force says ‘‘there is both a need and justification 
for a substantia! increase in the rate of consumption taxes” in 








Trinidad and Tobago. 


This section of the Task Force's 
report which is labelled ‘‘Impera- 
tives of Adjustment” signais a red 
flag warning to ie -Sponeing 
Trinmidadians and Tobagonians 
what to expect in the upcoming 194 
Budget — increased taxes 

Accor to the Task Force. con- 
sumption es are by any stan- 
Gard very low in Trinidad and To 


st year, gross consumption 
taxes amount to just over eight 
per cent of private consumption ex- 


penditure Ne* consumption taxes 
— excluding subsidies — were nega- 
uve 

The report however noted that 
the largest ‘ax collections from 
consumption taxes came from im- 
port duties Citing World Bank 
data. it noted. too, that the rate of 
tax on imports in Trinidad and To 


It pointed to two major con- 
stramts to tax collection — the 
import duties. fixed in the Common 
External by ~ e these 
rates must be approv com 
Also, a large portion of dutiabie im- 
ports was covered by incestive 


legislation and brought in little or 
no tax 

The report envisages that revi- 
sion of the Commor External Tariff 
and a review of existing concessions, 
ought to be completed in 1984. 

suming that revision of the 
Common External Tariff is com- 
pieted in 1984, the Task Force esti- 
mates that this measure could yield 
an additional $500 million in the 
following two years — 1985 and 1986 

According to the report, there 
was a suggestion by the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund (IMF) to 

the purchase tax and other 
related consumption duties by a 
generalised sales tax. 

However, given the structure of 
the production and distribution sec- 
tors in the economy, it was thought 
that in the medium term, a more 
efficient move would be to 
the existing network of taxes. Also, 
rationalise the rate of taxes applied 
rather than go ahead and introduce 
4 al tax. 

ving received such advice, the 
Task Force recommends widening 
the network of consumption taxes 
and to increase the rates of taxes 

levied. 
d addi. 


The propose 

tional yield is es- 
timated to be in the 
order of $170 million per 
year or $510 million over 
three years. 


in relation to proper- 
ty taxes — lands, build- 
ings. and transfer 
taxes— the report 
recommends overnhaul- 
ing the system to en- 
sure that tax collec- 

















tions bear meaningful 
relationship to the cost 
of services provided 


In its report which 
will be considered by 
the National Economic 
Commission, the Task 
Force pinpoints the 
modified site value sys- 
tem of taxation as pro- 
viding such a me- 
chanism 


lt recommends too, 

escalation of stamp 
duty on land transfers 
with rates climbing 
from two to five per 
cent 


HEALTH TAX 


If the modified site 
value tax is introduced 
next year along with a 
thanged transfer tax 


on pr , it is es 
timated to Oring in $300 
mi'tlion over three 
years 


In view of Govern- 
ment's intention to in- 


troduce a charge tor 
the health services, an- 
nounced in the 1983 
Budget, the Task Force 
says the most efficient 
way of collecting such a 
charge would be 
through the addition of 
another component to 
the National Insurance 


Scheme (NIS) 
green. that the 
rates would be at a 


level of say 15 per cent 


of the cost of the 
health services, this 
carpe is estimated to 
yield $80 million an- 
nually, or $240 million 
over the three years — 
that is, the period of 
development covered 
hy the report. 

But while spelling out 
the amount of taxes 
that can be collected 
through certain mea- 
sures, the Task Furce 
has also noted that 
there was considerable 
room for improving the 
efficiency of tax collec- 
tion 


Private Sector Problems 
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THE DEMAS Task Force has recommended that 
Government, in the future, refrain from taking over 
‘lame duck’’ enterprises and feels that in many such 
cases these enterprises ‘‘should be allowed to die.”’ 


The Task Force feels that the time has come for a some- 
what greater incremental role for the private sector in manu- 
facturing companies — partly but not solely because of the 
anticipated limited financial resources of the Government. 


[Text] 





The State wholly owns 4 enter- 
prises while 14 are majority owned, one 
in equal participation and 17 in minori- 
ty ownership with private organisa- 
tions, accor to the report. 


port, broadcasting and television. The 
ic Transport Service Corporation 
(PTSC) 1s not included among the 66, 
however, presumably because its as 
sets have not been capitalised and 
distributed as equity 


NO COMMON FACTOR 


“Taken as a whole, the sector 


or strategic ising principle and 
the compamies display no common fac- 
tor or _— of factors which may have 
been determined their status 
“However, as a substantial 
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claimant on government resources — 
the gress requests of State enter- 
prises ir 1942-83 totalled $2.9 billion, 
over SO per cent of which was urgently 
required in the 1983 appropriations — 
an attempt must be made to organise 
the sector according to some criteria 
relevant ‘o the investment function 
of its components 

The Task Force said there are a few 
wholly owned companies which pro 
duce exciusively or alinost entirely so 
for the public sector. There is no over- 
nding necessity for the corporate 
form ot organisation except, 
apparently, that it freed these 
peers from observing Central 
Tenders Board regulations and was 


thought to bring a measure of cost 
efficiency to thew activities 











LARGELY ILLUSORY 


Om the other ‘hand, they com 
pietely distort tne corporatwm tax 
puture arce ‘here is hardly any real 
whe preing and costing between 
these wholly owned Government cn 
"hes and the public agencies they 
serve, and ro concept of net return on 
investment ' government seemns ap 
plicable 

The Demas report contuued = “An 
example of this type is the Hospital 
Management Company which is 4 pur: 
chasing maintenance service arm of 
the Mirustry of Health Any concept of 
protit generating capacity on its part 
would be largely Ulusory 

‘Some others are the National 
(Secondary Roads) Development Com- 
pany (lumuted, the School Nutntion 
Company Lamited, the Trinidad and 
lobago “lid Waste Management 
Company Lirnited, and the Secondary 
Schools Mauntenance, Training and Se 
curity Company Limited 

“|t may be argued that the co 
rate form provides wtangible its 
such as fleability 1 management, in- 
novative ability, adaptability fo new 
technolowy, Quicker availability of 
staff and wim ' 

According to ‘he report, he com- 


panies need to he looked at from 
several points of view, grouped 
according to varying criteria. and bal 


ance sheet. uwmome und expenditure, 
cash flow, payroll, praiuctin and sales 
abstract datu wul need Ww be taken 


mito accuunt in certam of these group 


$. 

Strate~ic and economie roles and 
goals will have to be identified - 
energy sufficiency and foul secunty 
among them, and also brought inte 
the equation. 

“A regime such as described, which 
seeks (o staunch the annual haermor 
rhage of central government financial 
rewurces hy iMentifying the cash 
needs of ‘ne enterprise nwre clearly 
and by widening participation by 
Aher wurces, should go some way to 
correcting or stabilising 4 rapidiy de 
teriorating situation in the snort and 
medium term, during which the re 
vant authonty might be — t" 
undertake the deeper, ger form 
studies required,”’ the report reves e) 


PROFIT POTENTIAL 


The report pointed out that there 
were a large number of state e'or 
prises which operate in a comme: ia 
environment, a few of which mu 
subject to additional important com 
siderations. 


Land Productivity 


It noted. tm, that a great my 
were perfectly capanie of i” 
operated profitabiy, wiven effa, mi 
management. adequate capital ase or 
serusus “cael Of political constraunts 

The report stated that a4 ‘ne cin 
panies were Opera ing gene, — 
commerfcwl erin m clam * 4% 
ential profitability requests ‘er ce 
transielS Sikes OC Poor etc. 

Drawing attention to the fact 
that the report dealt with esting 
State emt _ the Task Force 
pointed out that it had not developed 
the issue of the future invoivernent of 
the Government in State enterprises. 
and it was in this context that it 
stated that wn future the Government 
should ‘as far as possible refrain from 
taking over lame-duck enterprises 

The report stated m part’ “Im- 

it in recommendatum for 4 

and deep analy sis of government 
investment in producing companies 
and the introduction of a financing 
me is 4 that Government 
continue its policy of active direct 
participation in ecomomic acuvity 

“It is assumed that any substan 
tive Government role in c ate pul- 
icy OF practice will be played out in the 
company itself as this must have heen 
part of the uncerlying reasons for pur 
ticipating in the investment nm wie 
first place 
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(Text ] 


WILLIAM DEMAS'S Report on getting the country on 
the go includes a recommendation for penalising land owncrs 
who cling on to their real estate unproductively 

A study long-awaited by Government for its economic | 
ts out that much of the available lands 
identified for housing are privately-owned, although the 
owners have not been significantly involved in the area of 


planning, 


Geveloping Dusiness 
The 


private level. should be ‘encouraged’ 


a) Direct acquisition or penalties for 


idle, or 


b) Orgarising jowt venture infrastructural pro} ' | 
astructural projects | 4,000 to 6,000 unsts 


The report explains that joint infr: 
would only be aftractive to private landowners 


schemes are profitable to the owners 


Government should enter into direct negotiations with 
landowners and much will depend upon a secondary mortage 


ation, would have to sell 
mortage bonds. This systern will be attractive if the bonds 


This bank, to finance its 


are free from taxation 

Another function of the 
bank is the placing of limit 
research into 


housing 
This research will) be into fields not largely 


ft states that stimuiation of housing, on a 





the land | 
housing needs of 


allocation is $1.4 


| that income 


estimated housing 
acherved within these financial limitation (since the total 
projected over four years) the paper 


secondary mortage costs 
tume and resources towards SS i La nee 


— should be applied to financing charges now avail- 
a 


“Apart from the basic cost or selling 

s the report, “there are charges : 
valuation commitment and legal fees 

“These fees add 


of the unit,” 
as stamp duty, 


substanually to the cost of the unit 


be reduced. Terms of payment could be cut 
establishing the seconda ra 

Demas team believes that cutting into the real 
country will mean the construction of 
ear for the next 1) to W years... if both 
ors 


ry mortage market. 


were (0 work ¢ 
would require,’ says 


“A Nagnitude 
the sauly, a Gamaal Cupane Ol over 4 toms Ge 


targets cannot be 


¢ monthly installments of 


$2,400 a month. This means 


earners, using their money as head of 
households, cannot now ourchase houses that 


egy my as socio-economic, financial and originally meant for them — 
areas, continues The Demas says that, ortuna 
The would exert influence on interest rates for (*— * nan ly = 


housing far less than the existing 12 to 14 cent, says the 
Demas studv. ohidh anno an 0 cmabatios Gat Gece | 
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| introduction of prefra 
economical nor 
' 


time saving than conventional! 


_———- 











Deficit Forecast 
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(Text } 


THE GRIM forecast of the 
Demas Pian is that ‘‘even on 


sis of fairly optimist 
ok. wth renaré te | 


assumptions 
petroleum revenues’’ the 


Bank, and his 12-member Muilti- 
Sectoral Task Force team. 


In Cha 3 under the : 
“The die and. ae a a 
Public Sector/ Investment 


me"’, it 


were announced in the 1943 Budget 
as well as the reduction in oil prices. 

It found yt T absence of 
compensatory measures over 
the period” a wn in the re- 
current account deficit would be 
$1,272.6 million for 1983; $1,687.2 mil- 











icit on current account | sings programme of action | lion for 1984; $2,281 million for 1985 
slay exceed $7.8 billion be | which the Cevoreont must take | and $2,60.5 million for 1986 adding up 
tween 1983 and 1986 to So same on hy ° to a total deficit of $7,891 million. 

with | pro econom Another more .‘‘optimistic as- 
Piggy > see ale pletore whole, and for the public sector in sumption’ which was based on an 
eis ,rathe TO aek | Sepang IM | evan as ao ereie 
latersationall - renowned According to the report, it took a aiineian to the 


revenues throu 
| sepplementary Petroleum Tax 
- (SPT) merely shows a slightly 

smaller deficit — $6,384 million. 

The plan suggested a programme 
of measures pointing out that 
“there is no alternctive but to in- 
troduce over the period 1984 to 1986" 
such a package. 

The measures are: 

© Reducing the deficits of the 
public utilities. In the base case, 
the deficits of the utilities are pro 
jected to be 4,717 million between 
1963-1986. 

© Reducing other subsidies, par- 
ticularly the subsidies on food In 
the base case, these subsidies are 
projected to be $1157 million over 
the four-year . 

» down the rate of in- 
crease in age and salary bill in 
the public sector. The increase in 
the wage and salary bil] over the 
four years, in the base case, adds 
almost $2,000 million to the 
cumulated recurrent deficit. 

© Holding down the growth in 
other trausiers. These transfers are 

ected to be $6,118 million over 
ears: the increase over the 
is $812 million. 

© Increasing taxes and enlarging 
the tax base. 


presi- 
dent of the Caribbean Development 


’ 
—s - = tm oo ° 





Cooperation in Petroleum 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 1 Oct 23 p 4 
[Text] THE DEMAS Task Force has recommended that Trinidad and Tobago should 
cooperate with nationally-owned petroleum companies of Prazil, Venezuela and 


.2xzxico. 


Tne report states that the co-operation with the regionally-owned companies 
snould be promoted with a view to developing economic opportunities. 














Awony tie recommendations proposed under energy is for joint ofl] and gas ex- 
ploration and development as well as refining and marketing with Venezuela. 


It was felt that this should be pursued at the earliest opportuntty. 


The report also recommended the establishment at the earliest opportunity 
of a multidisciplinary team to study and devise a comprehensive energy price 
policy. 


It drew attention to the need for rational energy pricing and subsidy pol- 
icles that would promote energy conservation, optimise the use of the differ- 
ent lorus of petroleum energy which are produced locally and encourage the 
development of technological capability in respect to alternative energy 
HOUTCEeS,. 


On the proposed Liquified Natural Gas project, the Demas Task Force feit that 
{t would be developed expeditiously after restructuring the project to 


‘“Reduce Government equity in the plant facility to a minimum, 


~-Ensure the collection of an adequate economic rent in lieu of the depletion 
of reserves, and 


‘VYrovide effective coordination of the technical, financial construction and 
iarketing aspects of the entire project. 


On ofl refining the report states that primary distillation capacity should 
be reduced to 150,000 barrels a day, the amount depending on crude availabil- 
ity, marketing needs and refinery rationalisation constraints. 


Upgrading of facilities should also be pursued, it was stated, to improve 
product yield particularly since the proportion of heavier crudes may increase. 


Deficiencies in Manufacturing 
Port-of-Spain TKINIDAD CUARDIAN in English 3 Oct 83 p 19 


(Yext] If THE private sector of the country is to "perform adequately” in 
wanufacturing, then there are many issues with which the country's public 
sector must deal ‘appropriately,” the Demas Report says. 


Those issues include directing private sector perception to the attractive-~ 
ness of manufacturing. 


The Keport points out that private sector perception has been that "the returns 
in manufacturing industry have been inadequate and relatively long-termed," 
lence the ‘considerable private sector dynamism’ of the last decade has been 
‘largely in commerce and real estate development, not in industrial develop- 
ment. The results have been reflected in the lacklustre contribution of the 
manufacturing sector to Gross Domestic Product.’ 
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The public sector must do its best t discourage belief in industry that 
entry costs and start-up costs for m aufacturing are now prohibitively 

hiiyh, and recognise that the public sector willl have to address itself to 
the need to provide additional incentive to industry beyond those now avail- 

able. 


That scenarlo prescribes an agenda for the public sector: in particular, 
development of export capability and export capacity, strengthening of the 
thrust towards deepening of the manufacturing sector, "careful examination 
and review of the regime of incentives to industry and of the scope for 
linkage and integration among the sectors and industries." 


The eftorts would force ‘manpower issues--in particular, the supply, cost and 
avallability of technical manpower--will increasingly emerge as critical. 


A policy and programme must be implemented, bearing in mind technological 
chunjes taking, place within industry and the new types of skills which will 
be required, the Report insists. 


Not only will problems of manpower development ve part of the crux of indus- 
trial development,’ the issue of industrial redeployment (both of manpower and 
of industry) is one likely to emerge, forcefully during the plan period,” 

the .eport states, ‘partly as a result of declining land production of oil 

and ,as, the location of the new fields away from the traditional centres of 
the industry and the much lower manpower ratios used in marine exploration and 
processing.’ 


The pyramid of problems erected by the need to resolve those problems men- 
tioned would contain others. Among them, the authors of the Report itemised 
two: ‘further retrenchment, and industrial and commercial rationalisation.” 


These two, the Report said, "will also contribute to the need for such rede- 
ployment.” 


liecessary and desirable, in the view of the Demas team, is "further elabor- 
ation of the regional aspect of the industrial development programme within 
Trinidad and Tobago,'' since the magnitude of the problems, the scope for 
suooth transition to other activity, and the provision of alternative emplcy- 
ment are important priorities for investigation." 


The Report did not include however, any agenda for public sector development 
as part of its overview on development of manufacturing industry. 
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Labor, Other Cost Factors 








Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD CUARDIAN in English 3 Oct 83 p 20 
{Text} 
ACHIEVE productivity or Be income (‘to avoid a fall in real in- | investment, lowering productivity, 


limping into the industrial wor 
the Demas Report clearly tells 
Trinidad and Tobago 

Discussing the critical role of 
labour cost in industrial de- 
velopment, the Report stresses 
that ‘wage rates in money terms 
and in real terms have increased 
sharpiy and in a sustained manner 
over the last decade,’ and so doth 
“the option and the scope for 
jaoour intensive go gen 
utilising semi-skilled and unskille 
labour are extremely cir- 
cumscribed © 

‘This single fact determines, ' 
the report declares, ‘to a con- 
suierabie extent, the context and 
the content of industrial policy over 
the term of this plan "’ 

Trinidad and Tobago must now 
“focus on becoming cost competi- 
tive in all areas of its industry and 
to institute sustained and thor- 
ough going programmes of prod- 
uctivily improvement 

The second implication is that it 
is recessary, in the selection and 
promotion of industry, ‘o emphasise 
skill-intensive industry and capital- 
intensive industry, oriented to ex- 
port markets both within and out- 
side Caricom " 


The industrial sector is seen in the 


Keport as the bellwether occupa- 
tion of the country it must sustain 
employment. generate output and 








dustrial output, and in real in 
comes’) substitute for import- 
ed production ‘to conserve —— 
exchange,’ the Report starkly 
states 

The agenda for industry also in- 
cludes, the Report recites, obliga- 
tion to create the base for future 
export earnings, contribution to na- 
tional objectives in deepening and 
diversifying the industrial struc- 
ture and achieving greater integra- 
tion among sectors of the economy 
and within the industrial sector. 


MUST ACCELERATE 


Not only that. industry, the Re 
port added, must accelerate tech- 
nological development and realise 
greater local self-sufficiency in 
meeting basic needs. 

How to achieve the agenda was 
also set out by the Report: ‘‘Put in 
lace new capacity and capability, 

ip create a climate receptive to 
new skills and tec , and play a 
major role a the r foo nD 
retraining of manpower, 
to the removal or alleviation of cri 
tical bottlenecks to economic, par- 
ticularly industrial, rformance 
and obstacles to t 


pacity of 
lenecks that have had 
the effect of raising the cost of 
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and fuelling the rate of inflation.’ 

What kind of industrial revolution 
ought to be in the making was a 
question also addressed, if indirect- 
ly, by Report, in these terms: ‘‘gi- 
ven the circumstances...the focal 
areas for action and attention by 
the sector must include (a) ex 
industries (requiring) high leveis of 
skill and tehnology, (b) housing and 
agroindustry, (c) capital gouds, in- 
termediates and engineering indus 
tries, (d) other industries down- 
stream of existing energy-based in- 
dustries, sibly (e€) other energy- 

d industries, (f) ing of 

the mdustria) sector, and (f) ser- 
vices’ 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


COVERNMENT RULES OUT SCHOOL FEEDING PROGRAM FOR TOBAGO 


Port-of-Spain SUNDAY EXPRESS in English 18 Sep 83 p | 


[Article by Compton Delph] 


[Text] 


C50: 


TOBAGO WILL definitely not 
have a school feeding pro- 
gramme this year. It has been 
‘chopped’ by the Ministry of 
Finance. 

dap» Hinks homely eying 
Tobago ( 
that the programme shea be 


Vide. 

The whool feeding programme ia one of 
the preyects the has heen pushing 
owner its came ints exis 
tence in late 1 


with 

three kitchens, one each at C Ie, 
Caanan/Bon Acerrd and Mas Hall, 

The Assembly has siready an 

; 7 theme fon ad 7 

( ‘ y mory 

corvioes, and (wo montiee age applied to the 


4298 /086 


19HA. 
What thie means, said Dr Vider, i» that 
Tohagy children have to wait, probably 


until the middle of 1944 for free lunches 
since At will take that kong for the formali- 
ties «of the 1904 budget to be completed. 
“And of crurme we have the 


preps. the kitchens, 
and hiring staff,” he , “We OUT poor 
children will mA get free lunches probably 
for arvther sia months.” 
wel eee of EAucation Overand Padmore 


on, weversl of his ministry's expansion 
projects were to be postponed, inchiding 
ae A school feeding, 

at 9 


Another caume of concern to Dr Pider 
wae the future of Uhree school teachers who 
nad teen secomled to the saggy 
onganine the feeding programme. if 
period of secondment ends next month brut 
the ministry has said nothing of their 
wtatim, 

Dr Viderer ala, referred ts the ruling lant 
month try the Organiaation and Manage 
ment Divisiwn of the Finance Ministry tw 
Aefer conveideration of the Assembly's ap 
plication for whol feeding staff. 

“It im very cleat to me that this was a 
deliberate act and that the ment 
now of the whoul feeding was a fait 
acconmai even then,” he said. 


9% 




















COUNTRY SLECTLON 


UNLONS HIT FOR NEGATIVE STAIDS, WAGE FREEZE REJECTED 


Weekes, Panday on Wages 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD CUARDIAN in English 30 Sep 83 p 7 


text} 


SAN FERNANDO: 


BOTH Mr. George Weekes, president general of the Oilfield Workers 
Trade Union (OWTU) and Rep Basdeo Panday, Leader of the Opposition, 
have come out strongly against the wage freeze proposed by the Demas 


Task Force. 
Mr. Weekes feit that it was not unusual to find the 


“employer class” seeking to make “scapegoat either the 


workers or their trade unions. 


ond be shompted & was sesasary 7 bring, coo “some 
measure in the wages being paid to workers. 


“You simply cannot freeze w when some workers are 
ne A ee ee in an nnn? 2 ae 


be perpetuating and . You have to 
bring tune who are below nie wth howe, we aro tp 
n addition, Mr. Panday who is the All 
Trinidad and General Workers Trade Union . “You must al 


Union ‘Negativism' 


Port-of-Spain SUIMAY GUARDIAN in English 2 Oct 63 p 3 


{Text } 


THE MAJORITY of labour leaders in 
this country are reacting like 
desperate animals cornered by rapidly 
— conditions they do not under- 
stand and cannot control, and lashing 
out viciously at anything within reach, 
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preferably at the weak and at those 
unwilling or unable to engage in gutter 


warfare. 


When the economy boomed, it was 
easy to make exorbitant demands. In- 
creases ran into hundreds of per cents. 
One actually topped 900 per cent. An 
relationship to productivity vanished. 
Wisdom was suppianted by arrogance, 

reed and unwillingness to face reality. 

bour’s motto became ‘‘Let the good 
time roll... and to hell with responsi- 


bility.”’ 

Unionists were thus 
caught unawares by the 
sudden turn for the worse in 
the economy. Thus, they are 
totally unaccostomed and 
unprepared for drastically 
reduced pay increases. They 
are at a loss to communicate 
to their workers that in 
many cases zero increases 
are beiter than smaller pa 
oa They have no intel- 
igent plan for that most 
feared of all, catastrophies, 
redundancy and layoffs. 

In summary, they have no 
alternative or contingency 


plans. Hence the 
desperation. 
UNVARNISHED TERRORISM 


The situation has not been made 
any easier by loss of membership 
loss of dues and, above all, loss of 
confidence by the rank and file in 
the once blusterous and formerly 
successful leaders. 

They are losing face rapidly and 
without the intellectual machinery 
to meet harsher times t can 
only rely on ever more vocal com. 

laint, and, unfortunately, on 
righteningly reckless action. 

, ~~ y! A aimed not at oO 
arge and tough corporations w 

the strength and battle hardened 
resources to handle what amounts 
to unvarnished terrorism, but at one 
or two minor victims who are in- 
flicted with prolonged ‘‘punish- 


ment 
Those highly painful skirmishes 
are also used to sound the battle 
cry and to whip-up the badly 
sa g@ morale of organised labour 
into the marshes of confusion by 

Aficers 

o oné wants to see organised 
labour take the final plunge and 
become “disorganised” abour 


Feudal systems cannot sustain a 
modern economy or generate con- 
= advances in the national 
wea 
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Purposeful, intelligent behavic 
is required from ALL sectors ; 
efforts are to be crowned with 
glory Labour ig one of the key ingre 
ients It has @ rational, participa 
tive role to rform, without it 
there simply will be no progress. For 
anyone! 

his, however, calle for new 
attitudes) A new think And 
vigorous, new application. In 4 word, 
‘work’ that unmentionable, four- 
letter utterance that has become 
the bane of today's lazy, compla 
cent unionist 

The lingering, nay, predominant 
approach to the changes and adjust- 
ments required by unionism to t 
altering and often difficult 
economic situation is one of 
negativism. Better to withdraw en- 
thusiam than eagerly ferret out 
wolutions is the overriding feeling. 

‘After all, mos answers is 
management's duty, not ours,” is 
another parallel line of negativism 
that stunts the growth and devel 
opment of the worker, holds back 
progress, denies the count ” 
chance to improve — every effort, 
small or large, is im nt — and 
deprives the very union of the extra 
income created by innovation 

Negativism does not stop at 
suppressing new ideas Itabsolves the 
squads of Monday morning delin 
quent workers from any feeling of 
guilt over absenteeism, whether at 
the start of the week or on the day 
following a holiday / 


UNERADICABLE ILLNESS 


Abuse of sick leaveis likewise an 
et negative act. At times it 
is nothing short of corporate 
sabotage. Funeral leave, 
compassionate leave and other 
forms of work avoidance are #0 
entrenched as to be regarded as 
rights, not as expediencies 

‘Yuh take yuh sick leave for de 
year yet’'’ This is a normal question 
displaying an abnormal attitude of 
escape trom efforts. and self. 
fulfiiment 

Waste ic more subtle, but in 
finitely worse when it refers to ma- 


terials, Petty theft and, some- 
times, not-so-petty | ioe oy are re 
garded as an uneradicable iliness 
Carelessness, slothfulness and 
lack of application, defy calculation 
as generators of loss But somehow 
the unions don't see these de 
humanising trends as their problem. 
It's the management ‘‘to catch.” 
Hecause heads of labour have consis- 
tently turned a blind eye to these 
negative attitudes, they failed to 
detect their long-term effects on the 
viability of the companies involved, 
and on the very unions themselves. 
Suddenly it's panic. All the re 
ports, signs and omens point to a 
downturn and the only response 
within the capabilities of the many 
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incompetents in positions of 
authority in unions is confrontation 
and noise, the morg the merrier 

Calls abound for demonstrations 
‘pressure, resistance, withdrawal 
and other stridencies that are 
nonetheless a fetid heap of 
negatives 

lot aw single positive suggestion 
from the unions, the people who 
have appointed themselves judge and 
jury over the faults of employers, It 
amounts to an abject and disgrace 


ful confession that labour lacks the 
ability for re ceful action and 
efitrepreneurial thinking. 

Labour thus stil sees itself as 


drawersof water and hewers of woed, 
instead of implementers and in 
novatore in the sophisticated world 
of pecipnery. computers and 
rapidly advancing technology 

‘he equation turns sour and 
dangerous when to confrontation 
and demonstration ip added the 
dimension of violence Bombings and 
beatings are becoming a sick norm. 

There is nctual photographic evi 
dence of strikers whacking care and 
windscreens, venting the rage 
caused by their impotence In 
destroying a company 6n 
management vehicles. 

There are office premises scarred, 
dented, ripped and smashed, repre 
senting the ire of rampaging work: 
ers. But then a curious thing hap 


pens, 

Reaction frum the law has to be 
pleaded and begged for Kesponse is 
often slow and unwilling, And then, 
to add insult to injury, the rampag: 
ing unionists charge that T 
have heen physically attacked 

There is a political flavour here 
The incumbents have ever held a 
non-confrontation position with re 
spect to labour, The rule remains — 
qive ther what they want, and 
on't fire anyone. A_ prominent 
Government Minister only days ago 
affirmed this position to nn 
executive of a state enterprise 
added later that particularly in 
view of the recent elections rever. 
gals, every effort must be made not 
to create waves. 

And where does this leave the 
country’ It's @ three cornered 
roblem — desperate unionists, weak 
eadership and 4 hapless public In. 
spired change, positive thinking, a 
return to courage and principle and 
the introduction of new techniques, 
where possible, are strong con 
tenders for attention 
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COUNTKY SLOTION TREN IDAD AND TOBAGO 


TRADE BALANCE Ti THE Rib FOR FIRST ALF OF 1983 


Vort-ot Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN In English 5 Oct 83 p 4 





[Text] 










FOR t ene to June of this year, , Cent in 1982 to 13 per cent this year. F 
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mfon wo jon, sugar fr 4 millon and cole, ta, cone 
PETROLEUM SECTOR 
“impor 7 pe ry) Agreement for 
For the month of June alone imports stood s wor une 
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COUNTRY SLCTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


PANDAY LLANES ‘POLITICAL STAGNATION’ FOR ECONOMIC ILLS 
Vort-of-Spain TRINIDAD CUARDIAN in English 26 Sep 83 p 3 


[Text] TNL ECONOMIC MLSS in this country is due less to the influence of 
luternational forces, anc wore to the political stagnation with which the 
country las been gripped for the past 27 years. This was the view of Oppos- 
ition leader tir. Lasdeo Panday when he addressed the Central Port of Spain 
Rotary Club at Holiday Inn on Thursday. 


According to tir. Panday those who regard this period as political stability 
‘ail to appreciate the difference between the two. 


in explanation, he referred to the 1956-58 period, when the PIM, under 
late Prime Minister Dr. Lric Williams, won the elections. This, he said, was 
due to the right things being said at the right time by Dr. Williams. 


but when he lost the elections in 1958, lr. Panday said, the late Prime Min- 
ister not only allowed the Federation (West Indies) to collapse, but resolved 
that he and the PI2i would never again lost elections. 


"That single concern became his only objective. It seems to have enveloped 
and preoccupied his mind until his death. Williams lived from elections to 
elections. As soon as one was over, he began campaigning for the next one." 


Mr. Panday said the present regime had inherited this "pre-occupation for 
personal power,” and seemed powerless to break out of this "survival syndrome’. 


"The way you come to power, or the way you maintain power, determines the way 
you are going to exercise that power.” This, he said, would determine what- 
ever social policy was made and the kind of social institutions set up, and 
this would be the downfall of the present government. 


According to Mr. Panday, in formulating a policy for this society one must 
first understand that this country is not Creat Britain or the United States, 
but a peculiar society--small, compact and highly plural, with various dimen- 
sions to that plurality. 


Any policy of divide and rule in a plural society, he said, was bound to end 


in disaster--not only for the perpetrators, but for the nation--when technical, 
technological and intellectual manpower would also become divided. 
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because the current Covernment had no plan for the country, “when the oi] 

windfall came they did not know what to do with it, and used it to create 

Special Works and DEWD, not as part of an overall plan, but as a political 
Strategy . 


‘They engendered a prodigal consumption pattern without developing the pro- 
ductive base of the economy to provide for such wants. The results were 
escalating prices, an instiable appetite for foreign goods, and the feeling 
that we can continue to live without producing." 


According to Mr. Panday, this system of handouts deepened the existing feel- 
ing of alienation in the society. And this feeling, he felt, was the great- 
est single constraint to the progress of the nation. 


The present Covernment, being the perpetrators of this alienation, he said, 
lacked the credibility and moral authority to mobilise the nation, "whether 
it be for belt tightening or to end the fete and return to work." 


Tie only way to extricate ourselves from the present crisis, and lay the 
founcation for sustained economic growth, is to mobilise the population for 
the task, and the only way to do this, is for a new political dispensation 
to end the alienation.’ 


lic described the accommodation Local Government election victory as a "most 
gratifying experience in this regard, since they were able to mobilise the 
people and inspire them to work for no money, when others were in the habit 
of yetting money for no work. The secret, he said, was to make people feel 
that they belonged. 


ue noted that it was easier to mobilise the people at the local instead of the 
national consciousness: the retention of the political, economic and social 
institutions, inherited from our colonial past, and the centralisation of 
power by the current regime. 


According to lir. Panday, social and political reforms must now be given high 
priority, and the only way to do this is to remove the present regime. 


CSO: 3298/0968 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 19 Sep 83 p 3 
[Text] 


PANDAY BELIEVES SOME TRY TO DESTROY UNION FROM WITHIN 


COUNTRY SECTION 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBACO 


SUCTLOU 


COUNTRY 


PANDAY SLLKS CONSULTATION WITH CHAMBERS Oi} BUDGET 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 5 Oct 83 p 3 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


COUNTRY SECTLON 


UK TRADE MINISTER COMMENTS ON RISING 1983 EXPORTS 
Port~of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 3 Oct 83 p 22 


{Text } 





LASI| year Irinidad and Tob 
ported £65 million (TT $234 million) 
worth of goods to the United King. 
tom and it is expected that this 
vital will merease for this year's 
trading 

Speaking at a Press conference held 
at the Trinidad Hilton on Weanes- 
day morning, British Minister of 
Trade, Mr Paul Channon, said fig- 
ures available for the first six 
months of 1983 showed that this 
country had already exported £37 
million (T1$133.2 million) in goods to 
the UK. which was the total figure 
recorded for 1981 exports 

He saudi at the end of the en! 
local exports to Britain is expected 
tu match the first six months or 
show a slight increase giving a total 
of €74 million (TT $266 4 mil ion) for 
1983 or ‘‘a little bit more.’ 

Commenting on his two-day offi- 
cial visit here, Mr. Channon said he 
held warm and fruitful talks with 
government officials, local and Brit- 
ish businessmen. ; 

He said there was potential ‘or 
greater trade between the iwo 
countries noting that local exports 


rose sharply last year while British | 





| 





| 


exports to this country reflected a | 


modest increase 


Citing a number of areas in which | 


two countries could work to 
gether for their mutual benefit, Mr. 


Chanrer «aid there were 


CsO: 3298/099 


sibilities of joint ventures in housing 
like the manufacture of housing 
components and construction 


He said this would lessen this 
country’s reliance on imports and 
~— a ‘great deal of scope for 

al contractors.’ 

Mr Channon also noted that the 
tourist industry here could be po 
ploited further and 
that there were only about 1700 
first class hotel rooms between the 


two talands which could be nded 
from &@ joint venture on room 
construction. 


He said he was told by local au- 
thorities that there were gene 10 to 
improve the terminal and runway 
at the Crown Point ai . in 
Tobago and the possi 


Britain being associated with, this 
pesgees was 
Channe., said he was also in- 


formed + & tourist office will be 
opened in 


in the next 12. 


Mr Channon said the latter's 
visit was important because it was 
necessary to let British busi- 
nessmen 
wt the British Trade 

to 
Minister, ever since Britain abolish- 
ed its exchange controls, trade has 


107 





now of opportunities that | 





been provided with a stimulus. 

Mr. Channon also told members of 
the Press that a double taxation 
agreement signed between the two 
governments last year is expected 
to be ratified by autumn or betore 
the end of the year 

















COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


MOTOR VEHICLE ASSEMBLY INDUSTRY MAKES QUARTERLY GAIN 


Bridgetown SUNDAY ADVOCATE in English 18 Sep 83 p 3 


[Text]  port-ot-spain, Trinidad, Saturday All the 1982 production and sales 
(CANA) — TRINIDAD and Toba figures have been released for the first 
production of motor vehicles in time 


assembly industry during the first . However, radio and T.V. production 
quarter of this year totalled 4,900 units declined to 6,100 units between Janua 

a i7 cent increase on the and March this year, the Central Bank 
corr ing period in 1962, accordi report said. The ma, ae ie 
to the Trini and Tobagu Centra cent higher than that for the 1962 


The Bank, in its latest quarterly 
report, also said vehicle production in 
the final quarter af 1962 was down 12.5 
per cent on the previous three months 
to 4 200 units. However, this {igure was 


17 per cent higher than that fur the final —_ experienced 


e 
ee¥e 
i 
“filet 
ebhels 


were 
report covering the three-month period given for fourth 
April to June said quarter of 1962 or the first 
Production of radio and television quarter of 1983. 
sets reached its peak in 1962 during the The reports 
gy A were of the Bank are 
At the same time, the asa 
A AE Bf ~ S po Me . 
, economic 
consumer demand at Christmas. The twin 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


BRIEFS 


OliK CONSTITUTION--LMPORTANT amendments are expected to be made to the Constitu- 
tion of the Organisation for National Reconstruction (ONR) today when the party 
holds a conference of constituency delegates at 10 Albion Street, Port of 
spain. The all-day conference at party headquarters is a follow-up of exten- 
sive research and discussions under the direction of Mr. Neville llordatt, 
idducution Officer of the ONWR, and a special committee appointed to revise the 
Varty's Constitution. All 34 ONR constituencies in Trinidad and observers 
from Tobago will spend the morning and afternoon sessions considering the 
auendments recoumended by the special Constitution Review Committee and where 
necessary, making additional proposals. by the end of the day the party will 
lave arrived at a significantly revised constitution that more immediately 
relates to the changing conditions, today and the importance of simplifying 

the work of the party organisation. The new Constitution will serve also as 
the ONR's guideline including specifically the party's national annual confer- 
ence which comes off in November. New officers will be elected at that time to 
run the affairs of the organisation until November, 1984. {Text} [Port-of- 
Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 1 Oct 83 p 21] 


ELECTIONS COMMISSION HEAD--RETIRED Chief Justice Sir Isaac Hyatali has re- 
placed Sir Alan Reece as chairman of the Elections and Boundaries Commission, 
sources close to the Commission disclosed yesterday. It was also revealed 

tliat Dr Norbert Masson, former Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Education 
who 1» on pre-retirement leave, has been appointed to fill the vacancy on 

the Commission created by the death of former High Court Judge Karl De la 
Lastide. The replacement of Sir Alan brings to an end an association with 

the Commission which began when the body was established in 1961. Sir Alan 
who is in his seventies, was the first chairman appointed. Others members of 
the Commission are Dr Stephen Moosai-Maharaj, Mr Simeon Alexander and Mr Oswald 
Wilson. Sir Isaac retired as Chief Justice earlier this year and was recently 
appointed to the board of Trade Confirmers Ltd. [Text] [Port-of-Spain TRINI- 
DAD GUARDIAN in English 4 Oct 83 p 1] 
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COUNTRY SECTION TURKS AND CALCOS 


BRIEFS 


TRADE DEFICIT--Grand Turk Turks and Caicos Sunday (CANA)--A surge in 
imports, mainly from the United States, pushed the Turks and Caicos trade 
deficit up by 46.5 per cent to US$18.3 million last year over 1981, the 
government has reported, It attributed the deterioration in the balance 
of visible trade to rising imports and falling exports. Imports last year 
rose sharply by 37.5 per cent to US$20.9 million with the United States 
taking $3 out of every $4. The U.S. was the main supplier of manufactured 
goods, tobacco, food and beverages and raw materials while Commonwealth 
and other countries provided most of the fuel needs. The government said 
total exports dropped from $2.6 million in 1981 to $2.5 last year. In 
1981 the Turks and Caicos islands exported 932 147 pounds of cray-fish 
conch and related goods which earned $2.6 million. Last year the volume 
of these exports were down by 132 792 pounds and their value was $2.5 
million. [as published] The United States, the islands’ main source for 
imports, provided $15.6 million in goods. Exports to the U.S. were worth 
$2.5 million. Purchases from Britain almost doubled last year to $1.2 
million. There were declines in all areas of the fisheries industry, 
except for frozen conch meat. Exports of this meat rose by four per cent 
to 559 803 in 1981 with value increasing by 11.7 per cent to $1.1 million. 
[Text] [Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 26 Sep 83 p 3] 
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